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Preface

reparing a new and glossy journal always begs the question: why and why now?

Creativity 2030 is a new type of journal focusing on the role and impact of

creativity - a resource of a special kind - on sustainable development within the
framework of the year 2030, when the 17 sustainable development goals defined by the
United Nations General Assembly are to be attained. This leaves a bit more than a
decade for this task to be accomplished.

A recently constituted, youthful team has been entrusted with this task, based in a
new international think tank, the International Center for Creativity and Sustainable
Development (ICCSD) in Beijing, which has recently been created under the auspices
of UNESCO.

Special emphasis in this context is assigned in Journal 2030 to the evolution of
smart, innovative, resilient and intelligent cities. Cities - now desired by a growing
majority of the world population as home - are increasingly finding themselves at the
centre of development and societal challenges.

However, urbanization at a significant scale also brings about patterns of
unsustainable development, overburdening and lack of infrastructure, emergence of
slums, pollution and other environmental damage, disintegration of the social fabric ...
The list of undesired side effects is long and poses enormous challenges. Reports and
case studies on these issues will also be included in Journal 2030, thereby providing a
high degree of realistic reflection and knowledge-sharing.

Culture is an essential component of human and sustainable development and
represents a source of identity, innovation and creativity for individuals and
communities alike as will also be explored in Journal 2030. Sustainable development
calls for efforts towards building an inclusive, sustainable and resilient future for people
and the planet. To this end, all countries should foster new technologies and make
progress in reducing unsustainable consumption. Many of the world’s private sector
companies are likewise engaged in green innovation - driven by research and
development of new generations of green products, technologies and jobs.

Through its activities and publications, ICCSD will seek to help transform passivity
into concrete initiatives.

Doing things better, faster, higher, cheaper and more effectively has for long
constituted the dominating paradigm of societal operations. This paradigm is
increasingly now replaced by another one: doing new things in new ways. This then
defines the quest for innovation, - the business of ideas -, and creativity. Innovation and
creativity will be dealt with in Journal 2030 from various perspectives and in a
pragmatic manner, drawing on practical experiences.

Given the limits to planetary resources, we must therefore resort to the ultimate
renewable resource: human ingenuity and creativity. Agenda 2030 must make the most
of education, health, the sciences, culture, communication and information in order to
attain the indivisible 17 SDGs.

Creativity is at the heart of sustainability. It is a special kind of renewable resource
and human talent. Creativity encourages imaginative thinking and the search for new
approaches. The creative ability entails generating or recognizing ideas, alternatives, or
new possibilities that may be useful in solving problems or communicating with others.
Creativity and sustainability can be approached from different disciplinary and
thematic perspectives as well as from trans-disciplinary and intercultural perspectives.
Creativity is an ability that exists not just in the arts and culture, but also extends to
technological creativity, scientific creativity, social creativity, political creativity, and
not least business creativity.

The soft power elements of creativity, ingenuity, innovation and imagination are
playing an important role in the development processes at all levels and the quest for
equitable prosperity. In several issues, Journal 2030 will deal with all these dimensions.

A major focus will be on digital and nature-based innovation, science-policy
interfaces, institutionalized mechanisms for sharing and exchanging information,
knowledge, best practices and expertise. The arrival of industry revolution 4.0 with its
internet of things, virtual reality, big data, robotics, virtual and augmented reality, and
artificial intelligence will open up new avenues for science-driven creativity and
innovation.

In recent years, the availability of detailed data on human behavior combined with
environmental measurements have led to great advances in the computational
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modeling of human behavior and incidences affecting humans, such as epidemics.
This can be facilitated through the development of open-source platforms to collect,
combine, analyze, and display real-time information based on data from academic,
private sector and open sources. ICCSD is in a privileged position as it can forge
partnerships with Chinese technology companies to leverage their digital platforms for
better programme implementation and efficient on-the-ground solutions.

Cultural industries form the core of a city. Culture, creativity and artistic innovation
are crucial drivers and enablers of development. Creative intelligence harnesses the
power to create, connect and inspire. This is particularly relevant for cities, which are
changing at a formidable pace. Creativity plays a distinct role in strengthening
communities. Cities have become platforms and architects for positive change. They
are serving as incubators for designing creative solutions, for widening options and for
renewing civic aspirations. Cities have long understood that a strong cultural brand is
essential to their soft power.

Journal 2030 will promote the understanding of these trends in various
contributions over the next issues. A special focus will be on cities that are dynamic and
future-ready. It will examine how such cities optimize the use of finite resources to meet
the needs of today while addressing the needs of tomorrow. It will also discuss how
wastelands and polluted waters can be transformed, to develop in the process livable
environments where people and nature exist in harmony. With innovative technologies
cities can generate abundant economic opportunities and bring people from different
backgrounds together as one community.

Smart cities should be powered by nature: renewable wind, solar and geothermal
energy sources should be harnessed to meet daily needs and drive the city towards
growth and development. Likewise, comprehensive water management systems should
make full use of traditional and non-traditional water resources and should ensure the
quality of water from source to tap. In smart cities nothing goes to waste: an efficient
waste collection, classification and processing system will minimize resource wastage
and will empower residents to contribute to environmental protection. Even on the
administrative side, the deployment of smart municipal infrastructure is becoming
feasible.

A city’s vibrant and conducive environment for technological innovation nurtures
the growth of groundbreaking smart services. An eco-city is constantly redefining
cultural and entertainment experiences through the use of interactive technologies that
enable people to experience the world like never before.

This then is the challenge of Journal 2030. The challenge is diverse indeed and
holds enormous promise to contribute to a better understanding and action of
creativity in support of sustainable development.

Paris, July 2019 - Hans d’Orville,

Chief Strategic Advisor to the Center for International Creativity and Sustainable Development (ICCSD)
under the auspices of UNESCO and Chairman of its Advisory Committee

Former Assistant Director-General for Strategic Planning of UNESCO
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Moving largets,
T'he Creativity 2050

Journal Project

he 2030 Journal is an initiative launched by the International Centre for Creativity

and Sustainable Development under the auspices of UNESCO (ICCSD), a one year

editorial venture that makes as a point of promoting to achieve the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) through creativity.

Initially, we will pay more attention to four of the total seventeen SDGs which have
been selected to provide each a thematic blueprint for the four issues that compose the
series. They are Sustainable Cities & Communities (Goal 11), Decent Work & Economic
Growth (Goal 8), Responsible Consumption and Production (Goal 12) and Quality
Education (Goal 4). Other issues may then explore other SDGs.

This publication project explores the transformative affinities and productive
contradictions of processes and ideas that bind localized protocols of economic, urban,
and socio-cultural character to communal survival on a global expanse. The time
capsule from which it takes its title, 2030, stands here as a symbolic buoy around which
we at times gravitate closer and at times move the farthest apart - a metaphor for the
peripatetic feat of theoretical and practical creativity that as humans we endeavour in
tackling the phenomena that challenge, shape and hope for a more equitable and
sustainable future. This journal aims at creating a new platform for knowledge,
perspectives and cases generating from the Chinese experience to enter dialogue with
concurrent international studies, and thus open new conduits for their mutual
understanding.

2030 is not about the latest or the newest. It is a collection of precise positions and
punctual testimonies as told in different textual and visual contributions ranging from
academic essay, to image gallery, journalistic report as well as personal notation which
locate resonances of intellectual and practical agency across diverse fields of
knowledge and their originating contexts. These juxtapositions of literary styles as
forms of insight shelter discursive trajectories that, while assertive in their findings, offer
readers open-ended avenues of further reflection around chosen topics that are
pinpointed throughout by tags found on the margins of pages.

Each issue is structured in two main halves, their divide marked by a section titled
Visualize Me - pages dedicated to unique works of data visualization and info graphics
pertinent to each theme.

With this visual crevasse at its heart, the journal’s first part comprises three
chapters - The Big Picture, The Small Picture, China Logs - which constitute the core
discursive receptacles staging dialogue between world-views and localized insights, by
then introducing Chinese perspectives of relevance for their responsive capacity to
shared global challenges and ambitions. The following section - Serial Innovators -
introduces concrete initiatives and individual works of poignancy that celebrate a
perpetual drive towards innovation and strive to generate real-world impact.

This first issue which takes the 11th SDG as its subject - Sustainable Cities &
Communities - delves into thinking practices around the anchoring concept of
“resilience”, a moniker of social, economic and urban constructs predicated on
remedial ecologies of reciprocation and co-actualization. A dedicated column dubbed
The Point, which will recur in every issue, offers an in-depth look at its hard-to-grasp
contours. We have featured propositions of enlightened pragmatism and intellectual
capacity that respond to what is urgent and risk-inducing for the perpetuation of our
spatial and social environs, with the ethically minded intent of creative strategies that
foster new relations of proximity, not based on strategic interest but trustful affinity.

2030 is yesterday, it is today and it is tomorrow - a perpetually moving target
whose distance is measured at the crossroads of disciplinary convergences and the
multiplicity of further horizons we create for ourselves towards the goal of even global
growth.

Beatrice Leanza, Editorial Initiator 2030 journal
Translation Zhu Ruoxi 57
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Creativity ans Sustainable
Development

tENEHERER

A Conversation with Hans d'Orville
By Sarah Orlando
FERL - R ZPE NN - B

Hans d'Orville Chief Strategic Advisor to the Center for
International Creativity and Sustainable Development
(ICCSD) under the auspices of UNESCO and Chairman
of its Advisory Committee
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Former Assistant Director-General for Strategic Planning of UNESCO
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ICCSD is a new acronym on the international
development circuit. It stands for the International
Center for Creativity and Sustainable Development. The
Institute was proposed in 2015 by the Beijing
Municipality and China as a UNESCO category 2 center,
that is under the auspices of the Organization. Beijing
had already been designated in 2012 by UNESCO as a
City of Design, thereby becoming a member of the
exclusive UNESCO Creative Cities Network as City of
Design). The establishment of ICCSD was then approved
in November 2015 by UNESCOQO’s General Conference.
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What does Creativity mean in the development
context?

Each and every sustainable development goal (SDG)
has a creative dimension or content. For education it
could mean creative and innovative ways of imparting
knowledge and promoting learning; for agriculture it
could mean recourse to creative ways of growing
vegetables and fruit; or for the oceans their preservation
and fishing yield. The impact of creativity is
demonstrable and palpable for the attainment of each
SDG.

The present era of the creative economy is driven by
design, architecture, cultural industries at large,
technological innovations and urban development is

INTERVIEW - HANS D'ORVILLE

replacing the earlier stages of the services economy, the
industrial economy and the agriculture economy. In a
way, the creative economy is the latest “kid on the
block” which will progressively be dominating our
economic advances.
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And what about Sustainable Development?

Nowadays, people worldwide care increasingly
about the realization of SDGs. There is a considerable
concern, if not fear about what the consequences of our
well-being, health and prosperity if the SDGs will not be
reached by 2030. After all, there is no Planet B from
which we could draw all required resources and enjoy a
healthy life. There is only one Planet A.
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In the ecological and environmental discourse,
China has a very interesting term Eco-Civilization,
which does not exist in any other language. It is not
just like any catch phrase, it is full of meaning.

For the Chinese, it signifies a mixture of closeness to
nature, closeness to the environment and to the human
being. If you integrate these aspects altogetherin a
holistic manner, you come close to an understanding of
the meaning of Eco-Civilization.

Despite the perception in many countries (in
particular the United States and Europe) who think
China still has a lot to learn from the West, China is
already doing many advanced things benefitting
sustainable development, especially in the urban
context. This includes use of renewable energies,
introduction of eco-friendly transportation systems,
enhancement of mobility, wise use of natural resources,
containment of air and water pollution, use of
technological innovations and big data, promotion of
the fourth industrial revolution etc. Nonetheless - being a
huge country and at the same time a developing
country, much remains to be done in China at the scale
required. Again, creativity is very much in demand in all
these areas.

Many projects in the future, both at the country and
city levels as well as internationally will need to be
approached through partnerships.

There is a strong desire both at the macro and micro
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level to exchange experiences, to learn from each other,
to cooperate and to network. It is indeed amazing what
can be done differently, more effectively and more
sustainably if all stakeholders come together to tackle
existing problems, shortcomings or deficiencies
(governments, lawmakers, the private sector, the science
community, research institutions, NGOs and private
citizens).

Under the umbrella project “C2030” (Creativity
2030), ICCSD is launching a series of different activities
that look at different ways, approaches and modalities
how sustainable development in its entirety can be
advanced: actions by municipalities and cities, by
national governments and countries, by private
corporations, by academia and by other stakeholders to
reach the SDGs within a shrinking framework - from 15
years at the time of their adoption by the UN General
Assembly to 10 years at present, when we have already
begun to monitor and assess whether the world is on
track. A particular challenge will be to include the
contribution by culture and science as these two critical
areas had been omitted despite their indisputable
relevance from the list of SDGs..
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Why 2030?

2030 is the target date for the attainment of the
SDGs.

We have about 11 years to succeed, but in reality it is
not too long. For some countries it is already evident
that crucial targets like the elimination of poverty are
unreachable target. Yet, it is impossible to plan with
certainty for a decade-long period as we don’t know
with certainty what will be happening.

The only concrete way for us to aim at 2030 is
therefore to plan in phases and set targets, aided by
creativity and innovation.

If we consider for example Artificial Intelligence (Al),
in 2015 or even two years ago nobody would have talked
about Al in a big way. Today, it is THE dominant issue
beyond its impact on national security: how can Al help
education, how can Al enhance agriculture, how can it
aid the fight against poverty, how can it promote smart
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urban planning with requisite infrastructures, how can it
deliver healthcare and so on - to lead us to make the 17
SDGs and their targets a reality.

We cannot exclude that in three years’ time,
completely different tools and approaches may take
center stage as has happened these days with Artificial
Intelligence. While this may influence significantly
prospects for the SDGs, unfortunately our foresight is
limited.

That is why we start the C2030 project by setting a
short-term goal of 2-3 years, by defining concrete
actions and by articulating expected results and
outcomes for the development of smart, innovative and
sustainable cities - well knowing that we may have to
reassess our planning priorities and targets recurrently.
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Inclusion of youth

Another core pillar of future planning, on which all
our Advisory Committee Members agree, is the
fundamental importance to involve young people into all
projects. Young people care the most for the
sustainability of our world which is their future. Their
expectations, perspectives and perceptions must
therefore be key for any future action and development
we may plan and initiate today.
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Note: This is an editorialized version of the transcript of an interview
by Sarah Orlando on 25 April 2019 in Beijing.
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The Right to the City,
The Right of Others

By Jean-Louis Turlin

former New York correspondent for Le Figaro

Translation Julian Luo

At the onset of the 20" century, 10% of
the world population lived in an urban
environment. In 2015, that proportion had
surged to 56%, and by 2030, it should
reach 60% before rising to 70% by 2050,
according to United Nations estimates.
As Joan Clos, Executive Director of
UN-Habitat likes to point out, global
urbanisation is advancing at a faster
pace than the growth rate of the planet’s
population.

Yet, what can be seen as a formidable
challenge may also provide new ways to
address issues ranging from affordable
housing to transportation through air
quality, access to healthcare and social
services, economic inequalities, poverty,
peri-urban sprawl, public vs. private
space and much
more. The need to
rethink cities gave
birth to one of the
17 Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) that were
adopted by the 193
Member States of
the United Nations in
September 2015, and
to the New Urban
Agenda (NUA) that was agreed on by
close to 170 countries at the Habitat IlI
Conference in Quito (Ecuador) October
2017.

Goal 11 of the SDGs - “Make cities
and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable” - covers a host
of urban challenges in a separate
category that was not included in the
eight time-bound Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), which were embraced in
2000 - with a 2015 deadline. Making cities
central to the new agenda represents
what has been termed a “paradigm shift”.

One of the targets of Goal 11is, by
2030 - the deadline for SDGs - to “reduce
the adverse per capita environmental
impact of cities, including by paying
special attention to air quality and
municipal and other waste management”.
This is in line with the Paris Agreement of
December 2015 (COP21), which made
cities “part of the solution” in tackling
climate change.

Climate change was not an issue in
1943 when Le Corbusier published his

manifesto on urban planning, the “Athens
Charter”, which called for razing slums
and replacing them with high-rise
apartment buildings in enclaves
surrounded by open space and
connected by motorways. What served
as a model for reconstruction after World
War Il in Europe continues to inspire
short-term solutions to overcrowding in
the developing world.

Joan Clos made an analogy between
the New Urban Agenda and the Athens
Charter, which he considers “the utopian
vision of the time”. Sociologist Richard
Sennett called it “the wrong utopia” in an
interview with the New Yorker magazine,
as Le Corbusier’s ideas have been
criticized for destroying neighborhoods

and street life. They
and two other
sociologists, Saskia

URBANIZATION CAN  Sassen and Ricky
BE AN ENGINE FOR

PROSPERITY AND
HUMAN PROGRESS

Burdett, have
produced a
counterpoint to the
Athens Charter:
departing from the
rigid urban
segmentation that has
culminated today in
gated communities, the Quito Papers
advocate flexibility in designing cities,
in making them “porous”.

Today’s challenges, from continued
densification to natural disasters through
terrorist attacks, require new approaches
to urban planning. Integration is the key
word, suggesting the necessary
connection between issues as diverse
as transportation projects and
environmental degradation, between the
public and private sectors, between
national and local policies. Among the
targets of Goal 11 is the precept is to
“enhance inclusive and sustainable
urbanization and capacity for
participatory, integrated and sustainable
human settlement planning and
management in all countries”.

The theory has already been put into
practice by a number of initiatives, of
which “100 Resilient Cities” (100RC),

a non-governmental organization set up
through funding from the Rockefeller
Foundation back in 2013, is an example.
With offices in London, New York,
Singapore and Mexico, the program links
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the selected cities (from more than 1,000
applications all over the globe) through
a network of technical assistance and
shared experience.

Indeed, cities today share problems
that seem to have been overlooked in
Le Corbusier’s time, namely the social,
cultural and ethnic fragmentation
concomitant with ever-growing
urbanization and the sometimes
inadequate response of urban planning.
Land speculation and increased
segregation have made things worse.
In addition, the road programs advocated
by the Athens Charter have contributed
to the displacement of large portions of
city dwellers and their resettlement in
peripheral areas far from public
transportation and jobs. Hence the
pressing need underlined by the NUA to
make cities more inclusive in every way.

Preserving or restoring street life is
one of the many paths to achieving this
goal. As much as a necessity, Joan Clos
sees it as a chance offered by the
adoption of the agenda in Quito, “a tool
for development”: “Urbanization can be
an engine for prosperity and human
progress.” It can also be a win-win
situation: “We need to approach
urbanization not as a cost, but as an
investment, because the cost of
urbanization is minimum in comparison
to the value that it can generate.” B
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Exploit your Disasters:
Rebuild by Design
FIRARM @I RER

A Conversation with Henk Ovink
By Anouchka van Driel
fAIREXFIEN 5 - BRSCR

An Exceptional Competition
— ISR RS

AVD: How did a highly revolutionary project such as
Rebuild by Design get started?

HO: Hurricane Sandy hit New York in October 2012
and President Obama installed the Hurricane Sandy
Rebuilding Task Force naming Shaun Donavan,
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development as its
Chair. Donovan visited the Netherlands for inspiration on
how to tackle these complex water and climate risks and
he asked me to join the task force specifically to look at
the resiliency questions, the future proofing of the
region, innovation and public-private partnerships.
| developed Rebuild by Design as a competition by
collaboration. A competition to bring everyone in this
region together to work with global talent to envision
a better future. Developing projects with transformative
impact we could immediately start to build in
preparation for future challenges.
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AVD: Why is this a very special competition?

HO: It was not an ideas competition for known
problems. It was a competition where a selected group
of ten teams, experts from all over the world, worked
together with over five hundred organizations in the
New York - New Jersey region to discover the region’s
interdependencies and vulnerabilities in regards to
climate change. While at the same time pin-pointing
the best opportunities for change, places where we
could build resiliency solutions that really would be
transformative, have an impact, and we could replicate
and scale up. | strongly believe when rebuilding
becomes a “copy and paste” of what was, or at best
a re-imagining of what was destroyed, we fail to exploit
our disasters.
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INTERVIEW - HENK OVINK

Henk Ovink is Principal of Rebuild by
Design and Special Envoy for Interna-
tional Water Affairs, Kingdom of The
Netherlands. He served on President Oba-
ma’s Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task
Force and developed and led Rebuild by
Design, which was awarded the inaugural
“Most Groundbreaking Federal Challenge
or Prize Competition” by the US Federal
Government.
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The Impact of Funding
BTN

AVD: A groundbreaking project needs a
groundbreaking funding structure, could you tell a
little more about this?

HO: To be able to really leverage the potential of this
competition the Federal Government promised

implementation dollars, funding to really build the ideas.

At the same time the process to get there was funded by
foundations, led by The Rockefeller Foundation. Can
philanthropy’s millions be the mechanism and catalyst
to leverage the Federal billions in a more resilient way?
Yes - Rebuild by Design helped all stakeholders leapfrog
into the future, by literally buying time with Rockefeller
funding to collaborate and innovate and thus catalyse
and scale up the resilience investments.

We got over forty opportunities in the region for the
design teams to explore, and developed ten of them
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further in local coalitions with international design
teams. We selected six of them as winners and all those
six projects are now in the implementation phase. We
dedicated almost a billion dollars at first to implement
these six projects and that billion is now more than
matched.
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Copy-Paste: Culture and Ambition
SHMMN XS5

AVD: Beyond the competition, how did the ideas
inherent in it move on to have a larger impact?

HO: This collaboration between the Foundation, the
Federal Government and all those regional and local
stakeholders led to the development of the National
Disaster Resiliency Competition. A competition for the
whole of the US, where many different disasters
happened in recent years, using the same funding
model and partnership. This partnership again was a
success, helping the US leapfrog towards a more
resilient culture

Next to that; the need for innovation, the need for
challenges and cross cutting collaborations, and the
need for a different response to resiliency is clear and
critical. Rebuild by Design’s team partnered with 100
Resilient Cities of The Rockefeller Foundation to drive
and develop this so much needed resilience innovation
in different places across the world.
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AVD: Would a project like this be able to translate in
some way into a Chinese context, in other words do
you think a Chinese Rebuild by Design is possible?
HO: Of course, Rebuild by Design should be an
inspiration for the world! But not a copy-paste one.

C2030 ISSUE 1- 2019

15 - HENK OVINK

Rebuild by Design is not a blueprint. It was a very
specific response to a disaster in a very specific region.
Climate change hits China every day, droughts,

storms, floods and flash floods on its coast, in its cities.
Environmental issues are critical but if they’re not
surfaced and if there’s no political will and leadership -
political and societal - then a challenge or a competition
like Rebuild by Design has no ownership, has no
leverage, no capacity. So the lesson is not to copy paste
Rebuild by Design but its culture and ambition: the
culture for collaboration and innovation and the
ambition to really race the future complexity as the best
opportunity for change.

| do think that the need for innovation and the
ambition for innovative approaches and solutions in
China are two sides of the same coin. There is a real
urgency and appetite for new solutions, new
approaches, new ways of dealing with climate created
risks, the need and ambition for a better understanding
of that complexity, matched with a leadership that
really is looking for investment opportunities. And China
in so many ways is leading the way, leading the world
towards better and faster mitigation approaches,
delivering on its promise to its people and the world.
China sets the standard in many ways, so Rebuild by
Design if picked up in its culture by the Chinese really
can help build a better world.
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Resilient Leadership - The Politics of Design
HENSh—igitEaF

AVD: What does this mean in terms of the required
political climate?

HO: Rebuild by Design was a success because
president Obama embraced it. Without his leadership
in taking climate change deadly seriously, we all know
nothing would have happened. You would not easily see

INTERVIEW - HENK OVINK

Rebuild by Design develop in Europe right now, where
the capacity to innovate and collaborate across the
continent are caught in a different geopolitical debate.

If there is no political grit, Rebuild by Design
becomes a technical exercise; it was as much about
culture and therefore politics as innovation and design.
If you want to make an impact you need a coadlition that
cuts across politics and that’s different, and | think
China is definitely up for that. That would be amazing,
a game changer in itself, but never easy.
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AVD: To conclude, can you elaborate a bit more on
the connection between design and politics that has
been somewhat of a thread through your career?
HO: A month ago the World Meteorological
Organization came out with a report and said in their
announcement “we are now in unchartered territory”.
If the most trustworthy scientists of the world say “we
don’t know” and nobody worries, we are lost.

It’s crucial for the fields of design and politics to
intersect and collaborate because there is an increasing
disconnect between the decision makers and the
political conversation and therefore societal opinion on
what is at stake.

Design is not only an argument for innovation, it is
a key driver. Design has the capacity to bring everything
and everyone together, to be inspirational and
aspirational and with that be very political.

R[5, (REEIF AR —Tigit EGE ZENX R L2 EMREFE
AP ERI B KIS,

— A, ERERAR (HFHR, XAMZEE LLORR TR
HAT, FEAAHNBEALXARBELRBIENHK—RIESE) &
WIRE, RE PR FAME LT RAF TR MR R ER(ET
ERPRIFERE “BANAAE" MERE ARG, B T,

RITHBUA TSN R XN EFEXREE, FHAREEMBIEX
EZEEEEHST, SEHSEICTARMIAER EMRMNZ T
2, BITEIREERSR A, UBXLEPR AN NS it 57 & i
BRI R EAR T A TR SEIRR,

BRI AUEEIBNICHE, LR X R E 1. ERM TR SEX
&, S E SN BB, RITREBIEMEXE S LA SR,
BIRTRRHADIIERITERDIE—IED FIEARETE—
2, BRNBREIE AR, WEIAES THAEENEIA .
BNFERMBENES, FERTEEBEBMATHANE L,

*This conversation has been edited and condensed for clarity and space.
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Creating Resilience, 100 Cities At A Time

1002 E AL iR

By Anouchka van Driel
1FE ARE

100 Resilient Cities

100 Resilient Cities (100RC) is a
ground-breaking programme initiated by
the Rockefeller Foundation dedicated to
helping cities around the world become
more resilient to the physical, social, and
economic challenges of the 21 century.
The initiative kicked off in 2013 and
quickly saw a large number of applicants,
over 1000, eager to participate, with a
final line-up of 100 announced in May
2016. The selection process engaged a
team of judges who looked for innovative
mayors, catalysts for change, a history
of building partnerships, and an ability to
work with a wide range of stakeholders.

To build resilience in cities around the
world 100RC looks at “shocks” and
“stresses”. Shocks - earthquakes, fires,
floods, etc. - but also stresses that
weaken the fabric of a city on a day-to-
day or cyclical basis. By incorporating
analysis around these two in the drive
for resilience, a city can better respond to
adverse events to keep delivering basic
services, in both good and bad times,
to all its citizens.

For its network, 100RC outlines a
roadmap for resilience in four steps. The
first is to provide guidance for the
establishment of a new role within the
local city government - a Chief Resilience
Officer (CRO) tasked to lead the city’s
efforts in its path to resilience. The second
consists of assisting with the development
of a resilience strategy by providing
expertise. Third, the programme provides
access to tools, service providers, and
partners from the private, public, and
non-profit sectors to help cities develop
and implement their strategy. The fourth
stage provides access to the 100RC
Network, to share experience, best
practices and expertise, to ultimately
learn from one another.

100RC states that through these
offerings, the programme aims to not
only help individual cities, but to facilitate
the creation of a global practice of
resilience building.

Learn more about 100 Resilient Cities at:
wwwiOOresilientcities.org
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“BUILDING RESILIENCE
IS THE WORK
OF OUR GENERATION,
IT’S NOT WORK THAT
CAN BE COMPLETED
IN A SHORT TIME.”

Lauren Sorkin, Regional Co-Director,
City and Practice Management, Asia and Pacific, 100RC

Building City Resilience in China

As told by Horng Dar Lim, Associate
Director, City and Practice Management,
100RC

A number of Chinese cities are also
part of the 100RC Network, however the
selection process for them to join was
slightly different. 100RC established a
strong partnership with the Chinese
government in evaluating them and
worked closely with the China Center for
Urban Development (CCUD) of the NDRC
to assess suitable candidates and a final
selection of four was made.

The first city to join was Huangshi,
close to Wuhan. The city was selected
because of its challenges in water
management as well as its task of turning
an old economy into a new one.

The second city is Deyang, chosen
because of the seismic risks it faces. The
2008 earthquake heavily affected the
city, though its recovering efforts proved
remarkable and will likely be incorporated
in the city strategy that is currently being
developed. At the same time, the plan will
aim at connecting other regional centres
such as the provincial capital of Chengdu
to form a mega-city framework as part of
the current Chinese policy plan.

A newer city, Haiyan, is China’s first
“nuclear city” - the country’s largest
nuclear power plant is located only 10
kilometres from the city’s urban centre.

It therefore faces major coastal risks.
100RC is working with the local council in
terms of disaster prevention and
protection. In order to boost employment
in the region Haiyan is also constructing
a Six Flags theme park, building resilience
through creating more permanent job
opportunities.

The last city to join is Yiwu, a critical
junction in the Belt and Road Initiative.
Yiwu is home to the world’s largest
community of wholesalers selling small
consumer goods, with long established
trade routes to Europe and the Middle
East. The strategy for Yiwu focuses on
helping it to better operate with all these
cities on the Eurasian continent, as well
as with the different foreign communities
that are based in Yiwu.

Huangshi and Deyang were admitted
to the network in December 2015 and
Haiyan and Yiwu in May 2016; the cities
are currently in different stages of the
resiliency process.
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 Encased within a transparent

| extraordinary view of the urban

| HET R RRME, RFA

Working with the leading
fitness equipment manufacturer
Technogym, the non-profit
architecture group Terreform ONE
and the urban regeneration
institute URBEM, Carlo Ratti
Associati has unveiled the Paris

Navigating Gym project, a
human-powered gym boat that

cruises along the Seine River by

using energy sourced from

passengers’ workouts.

Developed in a preliminary
concept by Terreform in 2008 for

NY City, the gym for Paris will
allow people to inhabit the river

all year long.
The augmented-reality

screens installed on the boat will

show guests both the quantity of

energy sourced from their

workout, and data about the
Seine’s environmental conditions,

tracked in real time by sensors
incorporated on the vessel.

glass covering, open in the

summer, the gym allows an

panorama. The feasibility of the

project is ensured by further
analysis made by URBEM
(business strategy) and UR Lab
(urban strategy).
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International New Town Institute

& PR sRER 53 PR

The International New Town Institute
(INTI) is a worldwide think-and-do tank
based in the Netherlands, dedicated to
improving the quality of cities, with a
focus on New Towns built in the 20* and
21% Century. INTl is an independent
non-profit organization and not a
promoter of New Town planning.

In order to improve the quality and
sustainability of future New Towns, we
can learn from existing New Towns today.
Why? Because New Towns have many
similarities: they were designed from
scratch according to planning doctrines
of one specific
period, they have
experienced
relatively fast
urban growth,
they demonstrate

demographic
patterns and they
contain a
homogeneous
housing stock.
The result of all
this is that many New Towns struggle with
the same problems: a uniform
demography, a lack of educational,
cultural or other facilities and too little
diversity in the housing stock. Because of
their young age, New Towns also face a
lack of history and identity and usually
suffer from image problems. Because
many New Town developments are quite
similar, also their challenges are often
quite predictable. Many of these planned
cities are nowadays regarded as
unsuccessful either economically or
socially.

Today, we see a new wave of New
Towns being built at an unprecedented
rate in the fast-growing economies of
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Brand new
cities are seen as an instrument for
economic growth and rapid urbanization.
Usually they are examples of privatized
urban planning and become enclaves
next to sprawling metropolises. Their
formal urban design distinguishes them
from the largely informal character of the
existing cities. Given INTI’s global
experience with New Town planning, we
see problems of segregation and social
exclusion being exacerbated by the

INTI STUDIES THE
PAST, PRESENT AND
specific FUTURE OF PLANNED
COMMUNITIES IN AN
URBANIZING WORLD. and practice. INT is that

building of New Towns. Social and
cultural ambitions are lacking. INTI aims
to propose alternative designs, ideas and
strategies to improve the quality of life in
these new cities. Huge investments are
going into these New Towns. But while
economic factors are prevailing, we think
an infusion of New Town planning and
regeneration with other factors like
integral planning, social sustainability,
local culture and residents’ participation
is very necessary.

In order not to make the same
mistakes as were made during the
twentieth century, it is
important to learn from
the experiences with
New Towns in Europe,
the USA and elsewhere.
Improving, rather than
repeating past mistakes
requires a specialized
platform for the
exchange of knowledge

platform. INTI studies

the past, present and
future of planned communities in an
urbanizing world. It serves a unique role in
bringing together multidisciplinary
expertise and experience in a wide range
of activities in collaboration with public,
private and academic partners. INTI
initiates studies, offers educational
programs, and organizes public events
and lectures. All of these activities
contribute to the institute’s objective to
improve the quality of life in new cities
worldwide.

INTI is focusing on cities in different
continents: Shenzhen (China);
Chandigarh (India); Nairobi/Nakuru
(Kenya); Tema (Ghana); Alamar (Cuba),
Cape Town (South Africa), and Curitiba
(Brazil). The New Town Almere
(Netherlands) adds the expertise and the
experience of the Netherlands to
the project.

www.newtowninstitute.org

Read INTI Program Director Linda Viassenrood's
research on Dalang New Town in Shenzhen - page 90.
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Fiume Verde (Green River)
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Developed by Stefano Boeri Architetti 2
together with a multidisciplinary team S

(ARUP, Quinzii Terna Architettura, MIC

- Mobility in Chain and Studio Laura
Gatti) Fiume Verde (Green River) is a
urban reforestation project part of Scali
Milano, a public consultation announced
by Fs Sistemi Urbani to rethink the future
of seven of Milan’s abandoned rail yards.
This large scale urban regeneration plan
is imagined to create one million and a
hundred thousand square metres of
parks, hills and gardens. The project
would consist of 90% of uninterrupted
green (parks, oasis, fruit gardens) for
communal use, while 10% would be
dedicated to high density urban areas
including social and young professionals
housing, to culture and public services
(kindergartens, libraries, clinics) and
green Metropolitan Towers. With an urban
mobility ring (the new MMé metro line on
surface) and an underground structure to
profit from geothermal energy from
stratum water, it is calculated that in one
year Fiume Verde would absorb fifty
thousand tons of CO?, produce two
thousand tons of oxygen and cut down
three hundred tons of pollutants.

Fiume Verde (£¢77]) R HETE A5 -
EIRBERRMESRS —MNEERERA
(BIFERBEA.QuinziiTernaZEiy,
MIC - Mobility in Chain.Laura
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—— The Impact Hub Network
Global Routes of Social Innovation

Initiatives that celebrate the empowerment of local
communities and grassroots innovation have multiplied in
recent years - certainly new attempts at alliances among
various stakeholders from public to private actors, are potently
conquering a new territory of co-actualization vital in our
challenged times. The Impact Hub initiative has been around for
more than fifteen years now and set an example for many,
spreading a global movement that today connects more than
45 cities around the world.

The first Impact Hub opened in 2005 in London, where it
remains active, designed to embody a new “spirit of grassroots
entrepreneurship”, borrowing from what already was setting
stage for a form of crowd-sourced innovation made of
connected people and ideas commonly motivated to bring
positive change to society via a cross-fertilization of skills and
entrepreneurial ventures. Hubs are essentially brewing open
grounds for exchange and co-production, therefore a physical
space that offers a flexible and highly functional infrastructure
to work, meet, learn and connect. Through thought-provoking
events, innovation labs, learning spaces, incubation,
programmes and facilitated conversations that support positive
impact, members of Impact Hub operate to generate new
ecosystems for social innovation in the cities and places where
they are collectively created.

The Impact Hub Network is present with more than 80
locations in cities like Amsterdam, Johannesburg, Singapore to
San Francisco, with a community of over 15,000 members and
counting. At the time of writing 26 more hubs are in the making.
While each is diverse in its composition and events are
independently run, the Hub Makers are connected globally
driven by a common purpose to generate impact for the

— The Global Humanitarian Lab
A Fablab with a Humanitarian Focus

Launched at the World Humanitarian Summit 2016 in
Geneva, the Global Humanitarian Lab (GHL) is a unique
initiative that places “making” at the heart of humanitarian
actions. Founded by David Ott with CEO Olivier Delarue,
former Innovation Lead at the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Lab brings innovation
fostered through digital fabrication and crowdsourcing to the
humanitarian sector in recognition of its immense potential to
aid both relief organizations as well as the communities they
serve.

Rapidity of response and field knowledge are mainstays of
any action purported by such organizations worldwide, and
institutional barriers often compromise the efficacy of their
interventions as well as the possibility of cooperation among
involved parties. GHL intends to bring innovation to the field,
“leveraging local and global capacity to create participatory
innovation and find solutions using collaborative approaches.”
Setup in Geneva to benefit from the proximity of the
headquarters of the organisations it serves, the lab will network
with existing fablabs, tap into the global community of
grassroots innovators and capitalize on the private and
humanitarian sectors’ expertise to boost bottom-up solutions.

The idea germinated from the Red Lab, a fablab unit that
Ott developed for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement to explore ways in which open source and rapid
manufacturing could be integrated to their actions. From that,
GHL was born and further structured into not just a lab but an
incubator and accelerator to scale solutions into market.
Examples of the ideas and outcomes of such an initiative are
impressive, and the aid they can bring to grassroots
organizations themselves as well as the crowdsourced expertise

communities they are embedded in. From organizations,
businesses to individuals Impact Hubs are aggregators for

entities that recognize the vital importance of collaborative

making responding to common challenges for mutually
beneficial solutions.

To join the network and learn more about the activities the website

they can gather, is exponential with lasting impact to the
communities they target. For example, Fieldready, an NGO that
empowers technology and design for efficiency in aid delivery,
organized an online design challenge for a 3D printable oxygen
valve splitter in order to more efficiently use oxygen in a field
hospital. Local staff was trained on the fabrication process and
produced the monthly required supplies. A doctor working in a

www. impacthub.net offers maps and reports. The myriads activities purported ~ context under embqrgo decided to design with colleogues a set

by the members are archived under www.impacthub.net/stories.

The Inclusive Citg The project is a space for
Observatory analysis and reflection on
Project local social inclusion

artEhMEmE policies. It contains over

sixty case studies on
innovative policies for community development,
access to basic services, gender equality, environmen-
tal protection and the eradication of poverty, among
others. The initiative has been developed with the
scientific support of Prof. Yves Cabannes from the
University College of London (15 case studies) and a
team of researchers from the Centre for Social Studies
(CES) at the University of Coimbra.

www.uclg-cisdp.org/en/observatory/map
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of basic -but important- medical devices like, for example, a
stethoscope which can be entirely fabricated with a 3D printer
and some easy to source products (www.github.com/gliax).

Beyond Valuing older adults’
Millennials participation in innova-
HEETE—X tion districts

This study explores the

reciprocal benefits that can
accrue from older adults living, working, and supporting
business growth in cities, and particularly the innovation
districts within them. Taking Chattanooga, Philadelphia,
and Seattle as test cases, it begins by describing why
these environments can be good places for older adults
to live.
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www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-millen-
nials-valuing-older-adults-participation-in-innova-
tion-districts/
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Using digital fabrication, easy to procure or recycled
electronics and open source schematics and instructions, one
can today fabricate -for a small fraction of the cost if procured-
a fully functional “do it yourself biology lab”, with centrifuge,
PCR, microscope, incubator controller, etc. (www.gaudi.ch/
Gaudilabs/). Another initiative is the Enable Makeathon event,
which aims to crowdsource new, innovative solutions that
enable people with disabilities who have specific needs that
have, so far, been neglected as well as improving their
employability.

GHL already counts on the support of a remarkable number
of companies and organizations: the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has supported the idea from the very
start; there are founding members ICRC, UNHCR, Handicap
International, Terre des Hommes and the World Food
Programme (WFP), and support from Hunt Consolidated, IKEA
Foundation, Tent Foundation, UPS Foundation and Vodafone
Foundation; academic institutions including the Center for Bits
and Atoms at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (CBA
MIT), Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) and
University of Geneva; Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) and tech
communities, including the Fab Foundation, Field Ready,
Impact Hub Geneva and loT Bangalore. It has also received
initial support from the governments of Australia and
Switzerland.

www.globalhumanitarianlab.org
http://enablemakeathon.org/
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Hopeful Resilience
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By Orit Halpern
RE Rt - i
Translation Evelyn Chen
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From the tailings of large open pit
mines and omnipresent data centers to
the over-concentration of capital in the
hands of the few, we appear to be in an
age of accumulation, feeling the weight
of what once seemed so light. The internet
and information has become concrete,
literally utilizing the sand and metals of
our earth to transmit its data in a manner
not so different than constructing roads
and buildings. So much weight makes us
dream of being plastic and light, mobile,
modulatory, capable of bearing all these
materialities while continuing to sustain
the technical and economic fantasies of
eternal growth and novel change. It is
perhaps of little surprise then, that since
the 1970s, it is the word “resilience” that
has become the figure of hope for
planners, entrepreneurs, policy makers,
and environmentalists alike. Resilience is
a system’s ability to absorb shock and
continue functioning. The best system is
the one that can bear the weight, if we
will, of dynamic change and flexibly
respond to the accumulations of
population, matter, contaminants, and
money. The best
ecology is one
that can keep
operating under
a lot of pressure.

The 1970s
marked the rise of
another myth-
reality, that of
finance capital
and derivatives.
Finance is often
presumed to be feather light and mobile,
unattached to earthly matters. While
financial instruments are often argued to
be detached from the social and material
processes that make commodities—
understood as money making more
money—as the recent 2008 “crisis”
demonstrated, nothing could be further
from the truth. Derivatives are financial
instruments that allow a certain amount
of something (mortgages, tables,
anything) to be traded at some point in
the future at an agreed upon price. One
can also, for example, bet on the
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SINCE THE 1970S,
ITIS THE WORD

“RESILIENCE” THAT
HAS BECOME THE
FIGURE OF HOPE

cancellation of an order, or some other
event changing the future price of the
underlying commodity or security, and so
forth. The result is that the size of
derivatives markets exceeds the world’s
GDP by twenty times. Despite being
seemingly abstract and delinked from the
present, derivatives also drive human
actions. People build homes, take
mortgages, and subsequently suffer
when these markets move. As cultural
theorist Randy Martin has argued, rather
than separating itself from social
processes of production and
reproduction, the derivative actually
demonstrates the increased inter-
relatedness, globalization, and
socialization of debt.! By tying together
disparate actions and objects into a
single assembled bundle of reallocated
risks to trade, derivatives make us more
indebted both to each other and to the
earth itself, which is often the literal
matter of such exchanges.

What then is the relationship between
speculation and resilience?
Our contemporary
condition, often labeled
the Anthropocene, has
unveiled the geological
materiality of those things
considered social and
technical—financial
instruments, digital
media, and information
economies—and forced
us to ask by what tactics
and strategies, by what
affective techniques, do
we continue to speculate upon earthly
destruction? How might we think together
the seeming incommensurability of the
material weight and geological timeliness
of our earthly actions with the speed and
mobility of globalized, computational,
and machine traded capital? These
questions emerged for me, quite
viscerally, in the course of doing field
work on the topic of logistics and smart
cities. | became concerned with the forms
of speculation and hope that continue to
facilitate the on-going penetration of
computation—both in terms of “smart”
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Diagram from C.S. Holling, “Resilience and Stability
of Ecological Systems,” demonstrating theoretical
examples of various reproduction curves (a, ¢, and e)
and their derivation from the contributions of
fecundity and mortality (b, d, and f).
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cities, grids, logistical systems, and
finance—into the earth. For architecture,
the question becomes one of thinking how
time and space are organized to allow for
the continuous operation of development
and design when there is a widespread
recognition that current forms of urban
planning, growth, and development are
injurious to human and other forms of life.
In order to begin confronting the logics of
derivation, extraction, and speculation on
negative futures, ones that accept the
sacrifice of certain lives as necessary and
justified for survival and even growth—
what | am labeling “resilient hope”—I
want to discuss two scenes from my
research: one in West Bengal, India and
the other in New York City, United States.
While seemingly disparate, thinking
through these sites as related to both
financialization and extraction might
offer us a better understanding of the
forms of hope and speculation currently
allowing us both to continue myths of
economic and technical growth while
embracing a future understood as finite
and catastrophic.

Disaster speculation

In March of 2016 | went to West
Bengal to investigate both urban
development in Kolkata and how Chinese
capital is reformulating territory.2 One
site | visited was the city of Siliguri,
located at the border between China,
India, Nepal, and Bangladesh on a
floodplain of the Himalayas, and
therefore an essential component of the
vast river systems that are central to life
throughout the region. It is also a major
site for the extraction of boulders and
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sand from the river beds that are used for
road and building construction, of which
there is currently a great deal of
throughout the region. The Asian
Development Bank has been investing
large sums of money to develop a new
“silk road” as part of a broader Asian
Highway plan to increase and improve
infrastructure throughout South and
Southeast Asia. Accompanying this
speculative infrastructure is also a
real-estate development boom largely
catering to foreign investment. Both the
roads and condos demand massive
financing and, of course, concrete.
Concrete, in turn, demands sand
particles that are clean, smooth, hard,
and without clay, chemical coatings or
other contamination. To make concrete
one must use sand worn by water, which
is usually dredged from a river or seabed.

A multitude of often disposable labourers
working under deplorable conditions
endlessly mine sand from local riverbeds,
sinking water levels around Siliguri into
the earth, drying up, and threatening a
major source of water for much of India
and Bangladesh.

Some 600 kilometers to the south lies
Kolkata. One of the largest and densest
settlements on Earth, the city was central
to the development of capitalism and has
long been at the heart of global trade
and commerce. Situated between
Kolkata’s IT park in Sector 5 and the
airport lies Rajarhat “New Town.”
Rajarhat was developed as a space for
high-tech corporations and the luxury
housing speculatively desired by their
workers, but neither the high-tech
industry shifted its central operations
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from other cities such as Bangalore nor
did a large number of foreign
corporations open their offices there.
With foreign corporations being slow or
reluctant to relocate, what exists in
Rajarhat today are secondary service
providers to central operations located in
Bangalore and elsewhere. Not only did
Rajarhat never achieve the designation of
“smart city” it was supposed to, but some
of the developments are not even hooked
into the information and bandwidth
infrastructures that are their purported
raison d’étre. While much of the new
housing in Rajarhat (not to mention
across India) has never been (and might
never be) occupied—having been bought
solely for speculation by domestic and
foreign investors—construction continues
full speed ahead on luxury condos and
office parks. One of the more graphic
demonstrations of this disjointed
development came on 31 March, 2016
when one of the recently built overpasses
collapsed. Many were killed as the result
of overly rapid construction (which in this
case means poor quality concrete),
corruption, and the velocity of
speculation and derivation in the real
estate sector.

This rapid
speculation
emanates from the
fact that most of
these
developments,
both the office
parks and the
residential towers,
are heavily
leveraged. In a
pattern repeated
throughout the subcontinent, long before
ground was ever broken both the debt
and cost to the state and developers had
likely been credit swapped with profits
reaped by large investment banks located
in the global financial hubs of Mumbai,
New York, Frankfurt, and London.® While
the function of zones such as Rajarat
beyond financialization is unclear, as a
result of the complex and entangled
histories of caste, colonialism and
capitalism, their development has already
cost some 30,000 people their homes.
Since previous inhabitants were from
lower castes and never owned the land,
dispossession by eminent domain was
easy, and often with little remuneration.
As a result, these people are forced to
relocate and occupy the ubiquitous
shanty towns of Kolkata, seeking
transitory work in locations such as the
port where they often supply, under
enormous duress, the kind of labour that
in other contexts would be automated.
Lacking any public health, sanitation
infrastructure or electrical grids, these
individuals are literally worked to death.
With their bodies no longer capable of
unloading and loading the ships with the
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efficiency and productivity necessary,
dock workers are forced to retire by their
late thirties.

Rising Currents

Mirroring these scenes of graphic,
territorial-scale violence are another set
of marketing, technological and logistical
endeavours that take part in a positive
speculation on precarity and
environmental destruction. One of the
more recent demonstrations of hopeful
speculation focused on the future
devastation of New York City. The 2010
Rising Current exhibition at New York’s
Museum of Modern Art took place
moments before the real hurricane Sandy
hit. One of the most popular projects
exhibited was Oyster-tecture by Kate
Orff/SCAPE, a project that has gone on
to be funded to the tune of sixty million
dollars.* The project, sited at Brooklyn’s
Gowanus Canal, proposes to grow oyster
reefs as ecological barriers. The very
recruitment of an organisms’ body for
and as infrastructure poses historically
situated questions about what makes this
new mode of managing speculation,
populations, and futurity novel? And how
are these forms of
speculation related to the
discourse of “resilience”?
The irony is that in serving
as infrastructure, the
oysters would slowly die
off as a result of their
dirty and inhospitable
environments, with rising
water acidity and
temperature. This state of
being used to death
perhaps even goes
beyond the terms most often invoked to
critique neoliberalism such as extraction
and subsumption. This death, beautifully
rendered by the architects, embraces not
only this terminal destruction as
aesthetically pleasing, but also the
now-assumed inevitable destruction of
much of New York by tidal waters.

Another project in the same exhibition,
New Aqueous City by nArchitects, repeats
this theme of destruction made visible
and pleasing with a proposal for new
zoning strategies and the literal use of
“bottom up” design strategies, such as
placing floatation devices on the bottom
of buildings and sea walls.® The video that
accompanied their proposal depicted a
storm surge and narrated, by way of the
architectural intervention, its survival. As
the waters rise, new real estate and
agricultural opportunities open. When the
big storm finally hits, we see individuals
calmly gathering on the roof of what
appears to be a fancy condominium,
prepared for evacuation. As the helicopter
swoops down, all is beautiful; the light is
gentle, there is no wind or rain. It looks
rather pleasant. These images resemble
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nothing of the devastated environment
that Hurricane Katrina wrought on New
Orleans, which unlike Sandy, had people
actually being evacuated by helicopter. In
light of such historical referents, one
cannot help but wonder who would be left
behind?

Resilient Logics

From the recent fetish for making
architectural renderings look used,
dilapidated, or degrading to reports by
groups such as Deutsche Bank claiming
the potential risks and rewards for
investors created from climate change,
there is a new sentiment emerging of
positive affect for negative futures. These
images are indoctrinated by what | want
to label “resilient hope” an emergent
paradigm that links high-tech
computational infrastructures of
ubiquitous computing and “smartness”
data centers and finance, to the more
“concrete” extractive or exploitative
economies of bodies, such as those in
West Bengal or New York City.
Combined together, resilience and

RESILIENCE HAS A
PECULIAR LOGIC.
ITIS NOT ABOUT
A FUTURE THAT
IS BETTER

technology create a form of preemptive
infrastructural governance that
naturalizes precarity, sacrifice, and
violence as a necessary economic value,
rather than as a politically derived option.

Resilience has a peculiar logic. It is
not about a future that is better, but
rather about an ecology that can absorb
constant shocks while maintaining its
functionality and organization. Following
the work of Bruce Braun and Stephanie
Walkefield, it is a state of permanent
management without ideas of progress,
change, or improvement.® The irony is
that this hopeless situation is actually
met with hopeful speculation, usually
through new forms of temporal
management in finance and technology.
Real estate speculation can thus continue
to occur on new silk roads and never-
occupied “smart” developments even as
the Himalayan floodplains are destroyed;
the end never arrives, but is simply
delayed or, more appropriately, derived.

Resilience plays important roles in
many different fields, ranging from
economics to engineering to forestry.” The
understanding of resilience most crucial
to this discussion is the one that was first
forged in ecology discourse during the

1970s, and especially in the work of C.S.
Holling who established a key distinction
between “stability” and “resilience.”®
Working from a systems perspective and
interested in the question of how humans
could best manage elements of
ecosystems that were of commercial
interest (e.g., salmon, wood, etc.), Holling
developed the concept of resilience to
contest the premise that ecosystems were
most healthy when they returned quickly
to an equilibrium state after being
disturbed. Holling called the return to a
state of equilibrium “stability,” but
argued that stable systems were often
unable to compensate for significant and
swift environmental changes. As Holling
put it, the “stability view [of ecosystem
management] emphasizes the
equilibrium, the maintenance of a
predictable world, and the harvesting of
nature’s excess production with as little
fluctuation as possible.” Yet this very
approach assures that “a chance and
rare event that previously could be
absorbed can trigger a sudden dramatic
change and loss of structural integrity of
the system.”

Resilience, by contrast, denoted for
Holling the capacity of a system itself to

change in periods of intense external
perturbation as a mode of persistence.
The concept of resilience enabled a
management approach to ecosystems
that “would emphasize the need to keep
options open, the need to view events in a
regional rather than a local context, and
the need to emphasize heterogeneity.”
Resilience is, in this sense, defined in
relationship to crisis and states of
exception; that is, it is a virtue when such
states are assumed to be either quasi-
constant or the most relevant for
managerial actions. Holling also
underscored that the transition from
valuing stability to valuing resilience
depended upon an epistemological shift:
“Flowing from this would be not the
presumption of sufficient knowledge, but
the recognition of our ignorance: not the
assumption that future events are
expected, but that they will be
unexpected.”

Contemporary planning, finance, and
design practice abstract the concept of
resilience from an ecological systems
approach and transform it into an
all-purpose epistemology and value.
These fields posit resilience as a general
strategy for managing uncertainty
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without endpoint, while also presuming
that our world is so complex that
unexpected events are, indeed, the norm.
Resilience also functions in the landscape
of planning and management to collapse
the distinction between emergence
(which would simply denote something
new) and emergency (which denotes
something new that threatens). In this
sense, the terms operates in the interest
of producing a world where any change
can be technically managed and
assimilated while maintaining the
ongoing survival of the system, even at
the cost of its particular components, be
they individuals, ecosystems, or species.

Nowhere is this better exemplified
than in the aforementioned examples of
New York City, where the slogan after
Hurricane Sandy’s devastation in 2012
became “Fix and Fortify.” A clearer
statement about the stance of urban
planners towards geo-ecological trauma
could perhaps not
be found. Planning,
it is posed, must
assume and
assimilate future,
unknowable
shocks, ones that
may come in any
form, including
threats to security,
economies, or
environments. In

discussed, the real

destruction of New

York was initially taken as an opportunity
for innovation, design thinking, and real
estate speculation. For the exhibition, the
cities” premier architecture and urban
design firms were asked to design for a
city ravaged by sea-level rise as a result
of global warming, about which MoMA’s
discourse was abundantly positive:

MoMA and PS.1 Contemporary Art Center joined
forces to address one of the most urgent challenges
facing the nation’s largest city: sea-level rise
resulting from global climate change. Though the
national debate on infrastructure is currently
focused on “shovel-ready” projects that will
stimulate the economy, we now have an important
opportunity to foster new research and fresh
thinking about the use of New York City’s harbor
and coastline. As in past economic recessions,
construction has slowed dramatically in New York,
and much of the city’s remarkable pool of
architectural talent is available to focus on
innovation.’

This rather stunning statement turns
economic tragedy—the labour crisis in
architecture after 2007—and the
imagined coming environmental
apocalypse into an opportunity for
technical, aesthetic and economic
speculation. It is a literal transformation
of emergency into emergence; a model
for managing perceived and real risks to
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WHAT IS TRUE OF
FINANCE ALSO
OFTEN HOLDS TRUE
TODAY FOR URBAN
PLANNING AND

the cases DEVELOPMENT

the population and territorial
infrastructure, not by “solving” the
problem but through absorbing shocks
and modulating the way the environment
is managed.

Such logics pervade the landscape of
large logistical and computational
environments. Returning to the initial
example of the imagined, never realized,
high-bandwidth smart city of Rajarat, the
development of so-called smart cities
follows a logic of software development.
That is, every present state of the smart
city is understood as a demo or prototype
of a future smart city; every operation is
understood in terms or testing and
updating. As a consequence, there is
never a finished product, but rather
infinitely replicable, yet always
preliminary versions of these cities
around the globe. Engineers openly speak
of these cities as an “experiment” and as
a “test,” admitting that the system did not
work but could be
improved in the next
instantiation
elsewhere in the world.
This idea of the
infrastructure as
“demo” avoids any
actual questions of
whether this
construction impacts
the planet, labour, or
its inhabitants, and
opens the door to
assimilate any
difficulty or challenge
into the next version by way of deferral.
This design logic allows the management
and negotiation of risks through
derivation (from an imagined origin) in a
manner that avoids ever having to finally
encounter or take responsibility for the
impact of respective events—whether
weather, economic, or security. This
evasion of encounter with the world
happens because the credit has been
swapped, or the version already rendered
obsolete before anyone can take the time
to evaluate the implications of the original
bet or question the actual process being
deployed. If a prototype “fails,” which is
to say is found ecologically or
economically sub-optimal or un-resilient,
then this failure does not provoke a
widescale structural change in approach
(for the next development has already
been planned), but rather a modulation
of current strategy; an assimilation of the
adverse event, or any other forms of
resistance, into the next model while
maintaining the basic operations of the
ecology or system the same. Derivation
and resilience are thus wed. The sub-
prime mortgage “crisis” of 2008 might
serve as exemplar, as from the logic of the
derivative there was no crisis, and in fact
nothing changed. What is true of finance
also often holds true today for urban
planning and development.
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Resilience
and Derivation

The concept of resilience is tied to the
concept of a future that is always a
version, perhaps a derivative replica, of
another moment. This is a concept of time
where difference is not historical or
progressive, but repetitive in practice
while producing constantly differing
territories. This is a self-referential
difference, only measured or understood
in relation to the many other versions of
smart cities, all built by the same
corporate and national assemblages.
Such self-reference in terms of evaluation
married to the management and
curtailment of temporality into very short
intervals mitigates the need to actually
find out the “true” value or the actual
impacts of a project, an investment, or a
bet on the world. As Melinda Cooper has
noted in discussing weather futures,
contemporary markets have now
produced derivatives that are literally
producing value from betting on adverse
and unpredictable events in relation to
one another rather than as discrete
occurrences with lived impacts.

As she notes,

TIME HAS BECOME A
PURE ECOLOGY OF
SELF-REFERENCE

As a futures methodology, scenario planning is
designed to foster decision-making under
condlitions of uncertainty. Its focus is not risk as
such, but rather the radical uncertainty of
unknowable contingencies—events for which it is
impossible to assign a probability distribution on
the basis of past frequencies...In the process, it is
the very relationship between the measurable
«substance» of the commodity—its stored value—
and the event-related nature of price that is
reworked: where traditional derivatives contracts
traded in the future prices of commodities, financial
derivatives trade in futures of futures, turning
promise itself into the means and ends of
accumulation.

Time here becomes not a relationship
to the spatial circulation of goods, labour,
and commodity, but a thing-in-itself, a
non-historical, but also non-geological or
environmental time. Time has become a
pure ecology of self-reference. The
equation Cooper implies is somewhat
new. She argues that if before, at least
since the nineteenth century, the futures
markets bet on the change in price over
time of a commodity, now we bet on time
itself. This future is not one that can be
predicted, as it does not rely on past
data. Financial markets therefore “hedge”
bets. Derivatives can be traded and
profits made long before we know the
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results of the investments. Those who
re-package and circulate risks (as again
with mortgage markets, but now also
markets in insurance and weather
futures) are furthermore betting on
agglomerations of dispersed risks and
futures, not on the relationship between
the “measurable substance” or “stored
value” of a commodity and its future
price. This provokes new practices, most
significantly around measurement, since
time no longer equals money but rather
money derives from time itself. The form
of time here is speculative, not predictive.
This logic assumes physical form through
engineering and design and the
production of test-beds, demos, or
prototypes; speculation on a future that
is always multiple and elastic. Perhaps
that explains why there is a seeming love
of animation and re-narration of disaster
in these architectural projects mentioned
above; the constant reminder that change
itself is a medium for speculation. If the
Cold War was about testing and
simulation as a means to avoid the
unthinkable, yet nonetheless predictable
(nuclear war), the formula has now
changed." This is best summarized by the
distinction between risk and uncertainty
first laid out in the 1920s by economist
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Frank Knight. According to Knight,
uncertainty, unlike risk, has no clearly
defined endpoints or values; it offers no
clear-cut terminal events.” What follows is
that the test no longer serves as a
simulation of life, but rather makes
human life itself an experiment for
technological futures. This “uncertainty”
embeds itself in our technologies, both of
architecture and finance. Thus, in
financial markets we continually “swap,”
“derive,” and “leverage” never fully
accounted for risks in the hope that
circulation will defer any need to actually
represent or confront it. In infrastructure,
engineering, and computing, we do the
same. We prototype, develop, and demo,
whether in building management systems
or “smart” infrastructure. We optimize
and make resilient environments through
a self-referential calculus that compares
performance only to the previous version
of a building, electrical grid, and so forth.
The entire discourse of “smart” cities is
invested in evading
top down planning
in the interest of
offering a data-
driven system that
literally uses its
population as
resource, medium,
and test-bed for
new forms of
development,
extraction,
speculation, and
indeed, life itself.

As future risk
transforms into
uncertainty, high
technology, and

particularly

“smart” and BECOMES BOTH
“ubiquitous”

computing THE LANGUAGE
infrastructure

becomes both the
language and
practice to
imagine our future.
Instead of looking
for utopian answers to our questions
regarding the future, we focus on
quantitative and algorithmic methods, on
logistics, on how to move things, not on
where they end up or the impacts of these
actions. Resilience, now married to
infrastructures of ubiquitous computing
and logistics, becomes the dominant
method for engaging with possible urban
collapse (and also the collapse of more
sui generis infrastructures of transport,
energy grids, financial systems, etc.). At
the same time, terms like “smartness”
become a new catch phrase for an
emerging form of technical rationality
that, by continuously collecting data in a
self-referential manner, is able to
constantly defer future results or
evaluation and assume the responsibility
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AS FUTURE RISK
TRANSFORMS INTO
UNCERTAINTY, HIGH  structure, that is most
TECHNOLOGY, AND

PARTICULARLY
“SMART” AND
“UBIQUITOUS”
COMPUTING
INFRASTRUCTURE,

AND PRACTICE TO
|MAG|NE OUR FUTURE that create encounters

of managing this structurally uncertain
future. What results is the development of
forms of financial instrumentation and
accounting that no longer need to
engage with, alienate, or translate
extraction from a historical, geological or
biological framework of value.

One of the key (and troubling)
consequences of these two operations
that now shape and form many logistical
territories—the practice of demoing,
prototyping, and versioning the
imaginary and a discourse of resilience—
is that they obscure differences in kinds
of catastrophes. While every crisis
event—for example, the 2008 sub-prime
mortgage collapse or the Tohoku
earthquake of 2011—is different, within
the demo-logic that underwrites the
production of smart and resilient cities,
supply chains, and infrastructures,
catastrophes all appear the same.
Differences are subsumed under the
general concept of
on-going crisis without
clear event structure. It is
precisely this evacuation
of differences, in both
temporality and societal

concerning in confronting
the extraordinary rise of
ubiquitous computing
and high-tech
infrastructures—either as
solutions to political,
social, environmental and
historical problems in
urban design and
planning or as engines for
producing new forms of
territory and governance.
This logic also prompts us
to ask about the possible
alternatives: can we
narrate alternative
histories? Can we
produce different
environments and designs

with loss and the ruins of

our planet in a manner
that allows us to imagine actions other
than the continued and resilient
circulation of capital? What is needed is
to fundamentally transform the current
practice of deferring negative futures
through demoing to another mode. This
demands beginning to examine the social
movements, construction projects and
many efforts in art, architecture, design,
the humanities, science and politics, that
have challenged the positive embrace of
end times and fought to reintroduce other
forms of time and life into space.

This returns me to the opening scenes
and to contemplate the ethical and
political implications of a world where
derivation, extraction, and resilience are
wed in a manner that has turned the
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planet and all its forms of life into a
massive medium for the development of
“smart” technologies. When concrete first
emerged as an ideal material in modern
architecture and in art, it was in the
interest of producing another world that
was not yet here: utopia. Today, we face
a different challenge, one of imagining
another world while recognizing the
tragedy that already has, and still is
occurring to most of life on earth. This
demands a change of tense for design
and politics. A new imaginary, and new
tactics for rethinking the forms of futurity
we wish to inhabit, also demands a
different relationship between how we are
understanding financialization, ecology,
habitat, and environment. Finance does
not replace the social or our connection
to the world but could, as many suggest,
actually serve as a site by which to
recognize how seriously internetworked
and co-dependent we are, not to mention
how thoroughly produced and socially
contested the forms of debt to each other
and the planet are.” Making ourselves
indebted in new ways to the many Others
that occupy the earth might open to not
merely a negative speculation on
catastrophic futures but to forms of care,
which are increasingly becoming
imperative. A close examination of
finance, environment, and habitat might
become the bedrock by which to begin
envisioning and creating new futures. We
cannot dream of creative destruction,
since we have indeed already destroyed
the world, but nor can we continue to
embrace a world without futures. W

This essay inprint edition has been slightly
adapted, for the full version with notes please see
www.e-flux.com/architecture//96421/hopeful-resi-
lience/

Orit Halpern is an associate

professor of interactive design in the

B - S =AREal AT
HEFMARZANZEIRITE

Department of Sociology and Anthropolo-  BIZU#%, IBIBF 5T S FH AR A%
gy at Concordia University, Montreal. Her 136 ARAIASIRIEFIEITAIH
research explores the histories of digital £, FIERIMIE T AR BT
technologies, cybernetics, the human and ~ FIEEITERT Lo A SITH — 4

cognitive sciences and design, with a
particular focus on the histories of big

data, interactivity and ubiquitous
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Beautiful Data: A History of Vision and

Reason since 1945 (Duke University Press,
2014), is @ history of the interface, interacti-

vity and big data.
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The FAB CITY Global Initiative

In early April 2019, the countdown on
the webpage of the Fab City initiative
signals we are 35 years circa “until
we’re globally connected and locally
self-sufficient”.

Fab City was launched in 2011 at the
FAB7 conference in Lima by the Institute
for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia,
the MIT’s Center for Bits and Atoms and
the Fab Foundation, and operates within
the Fab Lab network, using it as a global
infrastructure and knowledge source for
the radical transformation on how we
work, live and play in cities. The global
challenge it poses to cities is to become
fully self-sufficient by 2054.

Fab City is predicated on the idea
that urban centres, our cities, are at the
heart of the problem with diminishing
resources, impoverishing communities
and at large a fast eroding environment,
and that only by way of an open,
networked and collaborative effort in
innovating solutions we can aim at
elevating ourselves from these issues
towards a sustainable future of a less
wasteful and thus more ecological
system. In brief Fab City is a new urban
model of transforming and shaping cities
that shifts how they source and use
materials from “Products In Trash Out”
(PITO) to “Data In Data Out” (DIDO). It
comprises an international think tank of
civic leaders, makers, urbanists and
innovators working on changing the
paradigm of the current industrial
economy where the city operates on a
linear model of importing products and
producing waste. The more cities partake
the larger and more efficient the
solutions, propositions and
implementations for centres worldwide -
at the time of writing 1145 fablabs are
registered and connected to the network
across a vast geography ranging from
Barcelona, Detroit, Kerala, to Buthan,
Santiago, Paris and Shenzhen.

Fab City aims at developing
alternative productive and co-actualizing
models of urbanity with citizens
empowered to their making, thus improve
the collaboration between governments
and civil society, build an efficient
circular economy, more efficient food
production and permaculture, a better
distributed energy production and local
manufacturing. Ultimately it aims at
creating new types of jobs and
professions related to the knowledge
economy and the development and
implementation of new approaches and
technological solutions.

Get involved now: www.fab.city/#contact
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Pod Vending Machine
Skycraper

Haseef Rafiei

With the world
population projected to
rise to 8.5 billion by 2030,
the Pod Vending Machine
Skyscraper envisions
robotic construction as a
sustainable solution to
address growing economic
uncertainty, real-estate
speculation, and housing-
demand in cities. The
proposal by Haseef Raifei
which received an
honourable mention at the
2017 eVolo Skyscraper
Competition, suggests the
automated construction of
affordable and ready-to-
use housing pods inspired
by the capsule structures
of Japanese Metabolists.
By employing 3D printing
technology to deliver
on-demand, on-site
manufactured modular
dwellings, this high-rise of
the future would work like a
dispensing machine piling
up home pods in a
constantly reshaping and
growing spatial complex.
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Urban Dynamics:
emerging practices
and initiatives in

Mexico

By Rosa Pintos Hanhausen
Translation Julian Luo

“Even as vulnerability and risk
challenge the urban experience of
residents across Mexican cities and
regions, they continue to produce and
reproduce their daily lives with enormous
creativity and innovation.”

In 2015 more than 100,5m people —
approximately 79.2% of the total Mexican
population —, lived in a urbanized
locality and even though the growth rate
has decreased in the last years, people
continue to migrate to cities, abandoning
the countryside. The Metropolitan Zone of
the Valle de México (Zona Metropolitana
del Valle de México) alone, is home to 17%
of the national population and
contributes almost a fourth (23%) of the
national GDP. With over 21 million
inhabitants, it has become the 3 largest
city in the world and the first one outside
of Asia; projections show that by 2030, it
will almost reach 24 million .

As a highly-urbanized nation, Mexico’s
performance is closely tied to the
functioning of its major cities and thereby
to the quality of their governance .

A megapolis of this magnitude comes
with many problems that need to be
addressed accurately: issues such as
urban regeneration, access to adequate
housing, reliable and safe public
transport and environmental protection
are the main urban development priorities
the city needs to attend to increase its
prosperity.

In response to this reality, several
initiatives —public and private— have
emerged over the past ten years. Design
events that take place throughout the
year such as Design Week Mexico (2009),
which managed Mexico 2018 World
Design Capital nomination, Abierto
Mexicano de Disefio International Festival
(2013), which is currently supporting
Mexico City’s candidacy to become part
of UNESCOQ’s Creative Cities Network; or
Mextropoli (formerly known as Congreso
Arquine, 1997), which has encouraged the
practice of open competitions throughout

all of its editions. These are all
contributing to the development of the
city by being indicators of what has
happened during the last year, but above
all, they are a place where different
generations of people can join the
conversation.

There are also several nonprofit
organizations surviving on private and
public donations that are constantly
working towards empowering people
through reflection, bringing external
examples of actions from around the
world and thus creating community.
ARCHIVO, founded in 2012, is a space
dedicated to collecting, exhibiting and
rethinking design in its various forms.
Today it has holds a collection of over
1,500 objects, as well as sports a rich
program of exhibitions and activities,
ARCHIVO has established itself as a
unique, pioneering institution and a
referent for the architecture and design
community in Mexico. LIGA Space for
Architecture, opened in 2011 as a space
for promotion of Latin American
contemporary architecture and it works
as a curatorial platform for
experimentations in relationship to
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architecture discipline and its possibilities
as a discursive practice, expanding and
establishing connections with other fields
of study.

The Laboratorio para la Ciudad
(Laboratory for the City) is a public
initiative officially founded in 2013 in the
heart of Mexico City. Born as an
experimental office for civic innovation
and urban creativity, it was the first city
government department of its kind in
Latin America and has set example for
different cities around the world. The Lab
is a space for rethinking, reimagining,
and reinventing the way citizens and
government can work together towards a
more open, more livable and more
imaginative city. Projects like Coding for
Mexico City, Mapaton or drafting the
Mexico City Constitution, are an example
of the most successful projects the Lab
has accomplished because of the results
obtained but above all, for reaching out
to the citizens and involving them in the
decisions and actions that will shape the
city they live in.

Most of these initiatives focus on the
improvement of the city quality of life, but
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more happens out of the urban borders
too. Founded in 2014 in Oaxaca, one of
the states with the highest poverty index
in the country, Casa Wabi is a platform
that contributes to the development of
rural communities, therefore preventing
people fleeing from them to the already
saturated city. Casa Wabi is currently
having social correspondence with eight
neighboring communities. Via a thorough
examination of their context, they have
designed a social working program that
comprises different artistic practices
creating links between schools, artisans,
cooperatives and different members of
these communities.

There is still a long road ahead and
the urgency with which the Mexican
government needs to engage in long-term
commitments regarding public politics is
evident; however, it is equally important to
empower the people, because 21 million
working together towards common
wellbeing will ensure a brighter future.
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LABORATORIO PARA LA CIUDAD
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An interview with
Gabriella Gomez-Mont,
director and founder.
Laboratorio para La Ciudad
(Laboratory for The City),
Mexico City

By Design Days Mexico
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%i/;:Design Days Mexico
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Gabriella Gémez-Mont is a creator on her own terms. She is a
visual artist, writer and documentary film director, and a consultant
for various multidisciplinary international projects. Before taking full
time position as founder and director of the Laboratorio para La
Ciudad, she had already been behind the making of creative
platforms such as Téxico Cultura (Culture Toxic), Cine Abierto (Open
Cinemal), Dias de Documental (Documentary Days), Laboratorio
Curatorial 060 (Curatorial Laboratory 060], among others, that won
her international recognitions such as first place in The Best Art
Practice Awards (IT), the TED City 2.0 Prize (UK], and several
scholarships.

In a short interview she granted us, she explained that Mexico
City’s Lab was the first one of its kind in Latin America and in a
megalopolis of such scale. Several cities asked for counsel thereafter,
and other Labs were created following this initiative. All government
Labs attend to the particular context they're based in, but they share
two important aspects: dependence from the city’s government and
an experimental ethos.

It all started in 2013. She was two weeks away from leaving for
Yale, for the prestigious Yale World Fellowship, when Miguel Ange\
Mancera, the then recently elected city Mayor, approached her with
an unusual request: to imagine what a new government department
focused on urban creativity and civic innovation could look like. The
result ended up being Laboratorio para la Ciudad: the experimental
arm and creative think-tank of the Mexico City government, reporting
to the Mayor. The Lab focuses on & core lines of research and action:
Open City, Creative City, Participatory City, Playful City and
Pedestrian City (in general all of them exploring to the ability of
incrementing creative capacity of a society).

THE SMALL PICTURE 37

v



INTERVIEW - GABRIELLA GOMEZ-MONT

DDM_ Which is the process you follow to develop an
initiative? How do you choose the projects you work
on?

GGM_ We work with emerging strategies. We have 5
different ways to look at the city, perspectives we have
thought important from the beginning. We asked
ourselves “what can an experimental government’s
office be like?” And that’s how we understood that,
beyond modernist values that see cities as machines or
factories that must optimize mainly for productivity,
economic development, efficiency, etc., we needed to
ask the question once again: “what is a city for?” so to
generate answers that begin to feed from the humanist
perspective as well.

Understanding the city as a cultural artifact seems
to us a very important paradigm. Thus, the five ways to
look at the city - a creative city, a playful city, a
participatory city, a city made to human scale - seem to
us incredibly relevant.
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DDM_Give us a practical example

GGM_Take mobility (Pedestrian City), or
governance (Open City). Originally, we were only going
to work on an experimental scope, but we noticed
interesting loopholes that had to be tapped into before
jumping into something more ludic about city culture. So
we also worked a lot on law bills. For the recently ratified
Ley de Ciudad Abierta (Open City Law) which is the first
of its kind in Latin America, and we also worked on the
transit regulations and just turned in a plan for road
safety that we worked on with more than 40
organisations of civil society. But to compliment this,
and also understand the symbolic power of cities, we
have also managed to close the second floor of
Periférico (the elevated freeway) for the first time, in
order to create a physical experience of the city we
imagine; currently we’re also prototyping imaginative
playgrounds for children in disadvantaged areas.
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DDM_ How are successful experiments implemented
on a larger scale?

GGM_ One of my favorite aspects of working at the
Laboratory is that our strategy is constantly evolving, as
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we encounter new obstacles or new possibilities. Here
two examples: the first one is related to the Playful City
agenda. We made a spatial analysis focused on doing
a diagnosis of playground spaces for children. We were
surprised to learn that only in the Metropolitan Area we
have more than 5 million children; that is the total
population of countries like Finland or Denmark. There is
a very significant part of the city’s population formed by
children and we are not precisely aware of how a child
lives his or her life in a megalopolis.

A City for Children - The Right to Playtime

On the other hand, after analysing the
concentration of children population within the city, we
also made an analysis on the access to open spaces -
be it green areas or public ones - later looking at the
levels of segregation and marginalization in the whole
city from which we created an internal software from an
algorithm. We now have the possibility of matching key
findings and thus develop projects linked to such
variables. The first thing we asked ourselves was: How
much of a policy for playtime is there? How are
playground spaces being developed? Mexico City has
two very interesting laws regarding the subject. The first
one is the Right to Playtime (Derecho al Juego), children
are legally protected to be able to play; and the second
one is that the city’s constitution just passed the Right to
the City (Derecho a la ciudad), which speaks of how we
should create a livable city for everyone.

We must create extroverted cities where public life
and life in community is richer every day and
democratically accessible, and stimulates curiosity,
playfulness, interaction. No matter if you’re a child, an
elder, poor, rich; the city must have something to offer to
everyone. These wonderful concepts originated in the
seventies and eighties, when Lefebvre and David Harvey
spoke of the utmost right of the people being that of
imagining a city and making it real; because, we first
create the city we live in, but eventually the city also
creates us.

We are also very much interested in traffic
accidents, the number one cause of preventable death
in children. So, we began questioning what it means to
make a city for kids.

On these basis, we have now three ongoing pilots.
The first one was to analyze the state and quality of
playground spaces in the city, and we found out that
there is a bit of a confusion, as well, on who has the
responsibility of maintaining said playgrounds; should
the government do it? Should the burroughs do it? So,
we made a governance analysis and also a reflection
on why we’re copying same playground space
typology. We turned in said research to the SEDUVI
(Secretariat of Urban Development and Housing in
Mexico City) and the public space authority (AEP), and
now for the first time a play space typology policy will
be included in the urban development plan of
Mexico City.

This is a great achievement, but the work doesn’t end
there. What we’re doing now, is figuring out what other
ways do we have to create other possibilities for
playground spaces, temporal and otherwise. We have
been prototyping streets that can work as playgrounds
in most of the disadvantaged areas of Mexico City with
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a great population of children; we will be able to close
roads on Sundays and make them available for
playtime. Right now, we are working with the
government and the DIF (Family Development
Department) in Iztapalapa to be able to prototype
within the entire area, after that, we will seek to have it
applied in the entire city.

Finally, we are also about to launch a contest to
create urban toys. In collaboration with the Authority of
the Historical Centre, we chose three areas where there
is no infrastructure and will be hosting a public contest
where people can imagine and propose prototypes of
play spaces.
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The Open City Law

The second example | could give you is on the Open
Data subject, a very important one on the matter of
government and mass participation. We realized
government officials didn’t want to open up their data
because there is no legal framework to protect them
from a third-party wrongdoing. What we did to scale
this project beyond the Laboratory was to make an open
data portal: a data lab. We began working with the
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dependencies to open data, but also to pass a law bill
called Ley de Ciudad Abierta (Open City Law) that
states, among other things, to the right of open data,
open platforms, and the right of citizens of Mexico City
to take part in the creation of public policies on a
regular basis and not only via voting every number of
years. Hence, there begins to be a legal framework and
a bigger possibility for experimental public policies
around the new subject of Open Cities.

This is one of our premises for providing a
participatory infrastructure, finding talent within the
masses, and allowing knowledge to flow within the city.
The city has an incredible concentration of resources;
what we’re lacking is an articulated manner of working
together, for a common vision,
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DDM_ What is the future for the Laboratory after
the elections?

GGM_ I'm confident that the Lab will be of interest
to the coming administration, that no matter which
subject they choose to prioritize, anything can be put to
work with the Lab. An articulated way of collaborating
and co-creating with civil society on a social agenda is,
| believe, of interest to any government.

The Lab has repaid itself and is already generating
income - which is a clear indicator of success,
especially for those interested in fostering collaboration
towards a better city.
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INTERVIEW - CASA WABI

CASA WABI: Art, Architecture
and Communities meet

in Oaxaca

CASA WABI: 2. Bt X
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By Rosa Pintos Hanhausen (Design Days Mexico)

Casa Wabi’s name comes from the Japanese saying
wabi-sabi: to acknowledge life’s imperfections and find
beauty in them. It was founded in 2014 by Bosco Sodi a
Mexican artist based in New York. The aim was to create
infrastructure for artists to nourish their practices and
promote collaboration and social commitment through art.

We talked with current director, Carla Sodi, and
Alberto Rios de la Rosa, curator, about their
experience working with local communities, the
importance of supporting artists’ personal development
and the learnings from working with internationally
renowned architects.
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DDM_ What has been your experience since Casa
Wabi opened two years ago?

CS_ Two years and a half are not enough to really
look at significant changes. | would say it will take in all
4 to 5 years to see tangible transformation in the area, a
productive, social, and economic one.

There are though positive signals already; for
example our clay workshop has become an art day for
many of the local schools and kids spend a whole day
at Casa Wabi every week. That we wanted to do
something without any ulterior motive, and thus for
them to open their doors and trust us, was a challenge
we had to face at start.

ARR_ And still is.

CS_I think we have built a bridge with the
communities. It is very fragile and can break easily, but
it does exist. We are working on making it more solid. It
is really hard for them to embrace the fact that we want
to participate in their lives without asking anything in
return, especially with the political history of this
country.
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DDM_ How was Casa Nano - the Tokyo leg of this
project - born?

ARR_ Regardless of the large infrastructure and
cultural offer in Mexico, there are almost no projects
developed by artists for artists. This has also to do with
the paternalism of FONCA (Nacional Fund for Culture
and the Arts) that keeps sustaining you: you finish a
program with FONCA, then hop into the Sistema
Nacional de Creadores (National System of Makers),
and so on.

Casa Wabi was born from Bosco’s idea of having a
space for artists to let go of the established
contemporary art system and be able to create, to
relate. That’s the 1.0 version, then came the idea of
communitarian work. Casa Nano and Casa Wabi came
from his experience at Tokyo Wonder Site (a creators’
residency program funded by Tokyo municipality) about
ten years ago.

Nano was born from the need to bond with artists in
Japan and from an interest of Mexican artists to keep
creating this type of programs besides those generated
by FONCA or the market.

CS_ And also seeking chances to grow. It’s a bit like
saying “go, observe, fill yourself with different things in
exchange for nothing”. It’s a completely new concept.
Galleries would send artists away to produce artwork;
here, we don’t even have workshop spaces to work, it’s
just a house. This is the third part of Casa Wabi in
Puerto Escondido, for personal development and
introspection. Unlike Casa Wabi where they are
expected to do community work and there is always
someone keeping track of their progress, here, we give
them a map and let them go.
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ARR_ The objective is for something to turn out of
the artist’s own experience. A cultural exchange through
personal transformation.
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DDM_ Is that why you chose Tadao Ando san to
build the main house of Casa Wabi? What about the
rest of the architects involved?

CS_ Being this close to Japan, Bosco was offered a
chance to talk to Tadao Ando san, they did and he was
fascinated. As for the others, it has been an incredible
and very organic process.

ARR_ We have chosen them based on their previous
experience with similar projects and contexts. We looked
for their ability of creating great buildings with great
modesty. For example, Kengo Kuma san is building a
henhouse. What interest could he have in building a
henhouse? It’s about looking at the work of an architect
that besides «ultra projects» is willing to engage with
tiny ones that can generate social improvement.

DDW_XEfR{I iSRS REE X BHNRELD 2 Hith S{EHE
IR EAFIREIE?
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DDM_ Who are the architects involved so far? Who
defines the program?

ARR_ Beside Kengo Kuma san, Solano Benitez, the
Compost Pavilion and Ambrosi+Etchegaray are doing a
pavilion dedicated to the Huayacan, which is a tree with
healing properties and very difficult to grow, since we
have a couple of them in Wabi, we want to protect them
and grow more.

Alberto Kalach is working on the gardens and on a Yoga
Pavilion. We just inaugurated the Clay Pavilion,
designed by Alvaro Siza, and it is spectacular. There is
where kids do workshops; we normally walk them

£F5 / MEXICO CITY / MEX

around the house, they see a movie and take a clay
workshop.

The program is Bosco’s job. Right now we have three:
film, residencies, clay workshops, and we are looking
forward to start an architecture one. We have made a
study about how many pavilions we could build without
chopping one single tree: 60 -- just imagine how much
this space can grow.
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Alvaro Siza 1&ITHIERN.
&5 Eduardo Amaro

Pavilion by Alvaro Siza. Photo by Eduardo Amaro.
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From Play to Plan
Gaming for Cities

MBFREEI LY kbR

By Anouchka van Driel
1£& ARE

In the past decades the gaming
market around the world has seen
tremendous growth; games are
increasingly a part of our everyday life.
Alongside this phenomenon an emerging
field of serious games has also steadily
developed. These are games that are not
merely designed for entertainment
purposes, but have a social drive or
alternate goal to change our perceptions,
or to help us make more informed
decisions for the challenges we face in a
given context.

Serious games (both digital and
analogue) create space to arrive at new
solutions and to reveal new problems that
we might not have arrived at from more
traditional methods of thinking. During
any game, a player must invest time and
effort in order to achieve a specific goal.
If there is a balance between the
difficulty of a challenge and a player’s
skill level, then they will continuously be
engaged. The game also creates an
important learning environment providing
huge opportunities for learning by doing.

Urban planning is a complex field
often faced with multifaceted problems,
planners are required to balance
competing public, private, and political
interests, with no simple solutions. Within
this complex sector serious games have
the potential to be highly beneficial.

The idea of using gaming within the
actual process of city planning remains a
potent one, it would be of great use for
city planners to be able to conceptualise
development initiatives before they are
put into policy. And increasingly we are
seeing municipalities, city-councils,
planners and architects opening up to the
idea of integrating gaming into their work
flow, also as a way to facilitate citizen
participation within the planning process.
Pioneering this field of developing actual
practical games that tackle specific
issues in a given city, or part of a city, is
the foundation “Play the City”.

“Play the City” states that it
introduces “city gaming” as a method for
fostering open and collaborative city-
making. This method was first tested in
Almere Haven in the Netherlands for an
expansion plan in 2008 as part of the
doctoral research of Ekim Tan, the
foundation’s founder. Since then, the
method was implemented in various
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urban situations, such as the
development of Ninoofsepoort in Brussels,
for urban transformation of self-built
neighbourhoods in Istanbul, for a train
station hub in Tirana and more. Often
working directly with local stakeholders
across the board from government to
citizens.

Another very concrete example that
has been implemented through
workshops for very specific urban
contexts around the world is the
CityScope game, developed by the
Changing Places group at the MIT Media
Lab. CityScope is a digital 3D
augmented-reality game for urban
planning, incorporating Lego, and
focused on rapid prototyping and
facilitating non-expert stakeholder
collaboration. The game has been used to
test how bus-rapid transit systems could
affect the city of Boston; and the country
of Andorra used it to look into tourism,
energy, and traffic congestion.

Within a more academic context
Alfredo Brillembourg and Hubert
Klumpner’s Urban-Think Tank facilitated
the creation of the urban game “Action!
On The Real City”, tasking students of
ETH Zurich to create a game that
facilitates decision-making and design
processes to understand complex, real-life
urban transformations. The process of
the development of the game creates a
much more challenging learning
environment that will reap valuable
benefits for their future careers as
planners.

As can be seen, the emerging city
game sector is steadily developing to
become a more important tool within the
city planning process, creating more
citizen engagement. Yet the method is still
new within the planning context and set
protocols for integrating gaming are not
currently in place, big steps are still to be
made in this regard. Through more
successful practices a case can be made
to explore the feasibility of planning goals
through simulation, and from game to
reality be able to have a real impact.

1. Casual Games Associations with Newzoo, Towards
the Global Games Market in 2017 - Casual Games
Sector Report, online: www.s3.amazonaws.com/CGA_
Report/CCNewzooSpringReport-pages.pdf

2. Ambient Insight, The 2016-2021 Global Game-based
Learning Market, online: http://seriousplayconf.com/
wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Ambientin-
sight_2016_2021_Global_Game-basedLearning_Mar-
ket_SeriousPlay2016_ExecutiveOverview.pdf

3. Play the City project page on the Nederlandwordtan-
ders digital platform, online: www.nederlandwordtan-
ders.nl/projecten/play-the-city/

4. CityScope project page at MIT Media Lab, online:
http://cp.media.mit.edu/cityscope/

5. Action! On The Real City project page at Urban- Think
Tank, online: http://u-tt.com/project/action-on-the-
real-city-5/
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New Manufacturing
in Milan

By Cristina Tajani

Councillor for Work, Economic Development,
Commerce & Human Resources, City of Milan
Translation Zhu Ruoxi

o accompany Milan’s place within the so-called «Fourth Industrial

Revolution» in April we launched the "Manifattura Milano" (Milan

Manufacture) Program, a five-year plan for the development of digital
manufacturing, providing an investment of ten million euros. In addition, Milan
became the first city in Italy to implement programs introduced by the
Government to foster industrial development nationwide (National Industry
Plan 4.0).

Instead of top-down innovation spurred by large companies, we are now
witnessing bottom-up innovation from a huge number of actors who embrace
our motto «Innovate to Include»; the vision of a city that focuses on innovation
and promotes inclusion by using new production models. The sharing
economy, social innovation, an open, international outlook, smart city
solutions, startups, fablabs, market space initiatives, .... These are just some of
the actions that the City of Milan has actively promoted and made its own in
the last five years: we feel confident we can also meet the challenges of this
new revolution.

Manifattura Milano was inspired by the idea of making Milan an enabling
ecosystem for the birth, establishment and growth of companies working in
the field of digital manufacturing and new crafts production, by involving
end-users right from the very start of product design, making them actors and
not simply users, and by relying both on the strength of sharing and the
important role of involvement in the manufacture process.

The program therefore aims to encourage the return of industrial
production to the city through political and institutional action and uses
networks of crafts production, design, new technologies, startups (and Milan
is the first place in ltaly for startup manufacturing). It promotes reshoring and
networking processes, the mapping and allocation of spaces, supported by
solid business investment, it promotes the matching of demand and
employment opportunities to create projects and initiatives that impart and
cultivate basic skills, both technical and scientific. Important cross-working
skills are actively encouraged and developed.

The aim of the program is to enhance the city’s economic attractiveness,
to combine innovation, inclusion and sustainability, to both further develop
well-established sectors and support the economy of the future, and in so
doing create new jobs, professions - especially for the young, starting from
what the city already possesses. Valuable hands-on experience and actions
underway can help nurture a Milanese model that supports the growth and
spread of urban manufacturing, one which employs the best international
practices, but is respectful of the peculiarities and historical vocations of the
city, one which keeps up a constant dialogue with social partners and other
public and private actors, to attract resources, to optimize efforts, to sign
agreements and to form important partnerships, to strengthen institutional
links (ie City administrations, The Metropolitan Area, Regional and Central
Government). An open and dynamic governance, a distinctive feature of all
our Administration’s actions. W
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Supermarket of the Future

RRiEE™

Carlo Ratti Associati

The Supermarket of the Future is a
large grocery store featuring pioneering
digital solutions developed by Carlo Ratti
Associati and built by Coop ltalia, ltaly’s
largest supermarket chain. It is an
exploration of how data can promote
more informed - and hopefully more
sustainable - consumption patterns.

It incorporates facilities such as
interactive food tables, smart shelves and
real time data visualizations, which will
inform shoppers about the origins and
characteristics of particular
foodstuffs,promoting more informed
consumption habits. The flagship store
extends over a surface of 1,000 square
meters (10,800 square feet) and employs
technologies first presented in a
prototypical version by Carlo Ratti
Associati at Milan’s World Expo 2015, in
the framework of Coop ltalia’s Future
Food District pavilion.

At the Supermarket of the Future,
more than 6,000 products are displayed
on large interactive tables. As a shopper
puts her hand close to a product, extra
information about the food appears on a
suspended digital mirror above - as in
seamless augmented reality. Through
these “augmented labels”, each product
can communicate its nutritional
properties, its origin, the presence of
allergens, waste disposal instructions,
correlated products and promotions and
other data, potentially encouraging a
stronger use of fresh, local products, and
even new social links among people.
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Top right: photo by Michele Versaci

WEE

#Ims% LT

# 020 CITIES

Forr ggl Freschi

THE SMALL PICTURE

BAF/MILAN/IT ¥

45



Africa Junctions
JEME IR

By Lard Buurman

African cities are complex. They are
overcrowded and chaotic, lacking good
infrastructure, and to a large extent have
grown out of their peripheries without

planning. For many of the city inhabitants

life happens on the streets. Public and
private are intermingled. A sidewalk often
also functions as a store. A traffic jam
means stoppage to some, while it means
work to others. To different degrees,
African cities are marked by their colonial
histories, informal structures, bad
governance and large social inequality.
Belgian anthropologist Filip De Boeck,
who did research in Kinshasa, talks about
the “invisible city”. On the one hand he
means the lack of attention to and
establishment of a certain image about
the African city, on the other hand he

refers to the invisible urban patterns and
networks that arise mostly informally.
Theories about the African city expanded
enormously in the last decade. By using
western models in their analysis, one
might jump to the conclusion that they

must be dysfunctional. Yet this conclusion

does not provide answers about how they
actually do function. These are cities in
which millions of people live their daily
life, giving rise to urban cultures that
differ from those we are familiar with.

In my photographs | do not so much
want to record the reality of the moment,
but rather the everyday reality of the
place. By combining images out of
multiple “documentary” photographs, a
hybrid form between documentary and
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Oniru Estate, Lagos, Nigeria, 2009 / 2013
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staged photography comes into
existence. Within an African context this
proves to be a deviating view. In most
documentaries about Johannesburg we
see armed robberies. In Lagos “area-
boys” run the show. It is true, but it is part
of a larger context that remains largely
unseen. Apparently the quotidian is not
fascinating enough. | choose for a
panorama image of the city. From new
suburbs, central business district up to
the slums. In these different areas | look
at street life and urban space. | “de-
dramatise” the image.

Africa Junctions was made possible with the kind
support of the Mondriaan Fund.
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Boulevard 30 Juin, Kinshasa, Congo, 2011 / 2012
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Kivukoni Front, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 2008 / 2013

Ponte de Villa du Gamek, Luanda, Angola 2009 / 2010
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Lycée Schorge Secondary School

Kéré Architecture

Located in the third most populated
city in Burkina Faso, the Lycée Schorge
Secondary School provides a source of
inspiration by showcasing locally-sourced
building materials in an innovative and
modern way. The design for the school
consists of 9 modules which accommodate
a series of classrooms and administration
rooms. One of these modules also houses a
dental clinic which will provide a new
source of dental care for the students. The
walls of these modules are made from
locally-harvested laterite stone, which,
when first extracted from the earth, can be
easily cut and shaped into bricks. When
the stone is left exposed to the atmosphere
above ground, it begins to harden. The
material functions really well as a wall
system for the classrooms because of its
thermal mass capabilities. This, in
combination with the unique wind-catching
towers and overhanging roofs, lowers the
temperature of the interior spaces
exponentially. Another major factor that
helps to naturally ventilate and illuminate the
interiors is a massive undulating ceiling. The
wave-like pattern of plaster and concrete
components are slightly offset from each
other, allowing the interior space to breathe
and expel hot stagnant air. Wrapping around
these classrooms like a transparent fabric is a
system of wooden screens. This secondary
fagade is made from a local fast-growing
wood and acts as a shading element for the
spaces immediately surrounding the
classrooms. The screens also help to create a
series of secondary informal gathering spaces
for the students as they wait to attend their
classes. The school furWhniture inside the
classrooms is made from local hardwoods
and leftover elements from the main
building construction such as steel scraps
from the roof. Creating a sort of
autonomous “village” condition, the radial
layout of classroom modules wrap around
a central public courtyard. This
ampitheater-like condition accommodates
informal gatherings as well as formal
assemblies and celebrations for the school
and community as a whole. Overall, one of
the most important goals of the design is to
serve as a catalyst for inspiration for the
students, teaching staff, and surrounding
community members. The architecture not
only functions as a marker in the
landscape, it is also a testament to how
local materials, in combination with
creativity and team-work, can be
transformed into something significant
with profound lasting effects.

This text was slightly edited from the original provided
by Kere Architecture.
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All photos by Iwan Baan.
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—— The Participatory City Project
Open Neighbourhoods

Collaborative, community-based activities are foundational
of any good neighbourhood and spring from people’s natural
desire to maintain a balanced ecosystem of relations based on
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findings and so it did over the span time of 12 months to —HAERENANEZEREMAREER, T2
&  generate a “mutual model”, turn these features into design BE— M REFEFNTE, BRE AMLREN N
2  principles and developed a universal approach. A mutual model MM X— R W E P FIEH X ZRBEER,
N is “very different from charity and representative models where X— =W FALE S BRI AP R K L E
5  efforts are made by one group to give or direct resources to o~
z  another group with needs. A mutual model creates a very equal AT WIEF R XX —ER, 2014—20154F
& platform that avoids labelling and stigmatisation. This model i8], FECHEAET X AEREER T — /A
= also helps to bring together resources from across a NEGRFERE BIEIKEESNARRARASE
community, which is particularly helpful in areas where areas 3% RLII T Open Works/NAH, St 7 2010
of deprivation sit in close proximity to more affluent areas.” MRS, 10002 YHERS 5, XL
BRRERE TR, N AEEERMET —
ﬁﬂqp A small, living prototype system was built in order to test the TRV EE AT RI 75 To
=  idea and this was done in West Norwood, Lambeth, London, in X201 B ASMED SIS T NERSS
&2 2014/15. Lambeth Council and Civic Systems Lab formed The MRS, LEINADR. EEFIRENHE, KETL
'E Open Works team to co-create a network of 20 practical EMIR R, e =T RBETEMNRATE, B 5.
#®  projects with 1000 local residents. These projects were inspired FIEAEIE, SRR FiE BB . &1 A,
i‘ by ideas from across the world that offered the potential F%,
to support a new and more sustainable way to live our RELZE, “SB5%HT HEEERI—
everyday lives. T, AANLER IRERENTEEE
These 20 projects created new and engaging RYBRTE,
opportunities for sharing knowledge, spaces and equipment;
a  for families to work and play together; for bulk cooking, food T B ARIR S A8 R D] T
&  growing and tree planting; for trading, making and repairing www.participatorycity.org
g and for suppers, workshops, incubators and festivals.
3 Over 5 years, Participatory City wants to transform a place
P =  into a demonstration neighbourhood that will become a model
o %  for wellbeing, sustainability and equality.
i @ 9 y q y
g g You can download the illustrated report and guidebook to a Participatory City on:
— #* www.participatorycity.org
=
— &
—%
] .;! The Power of The Power of Smalll Ideas - The Community Lovers
E Small Ideas - Guide is a spinoff of the Participatory City project. Itis an
- E The Communitg open source editorial platform that gathers ideas,
= Lovers Guide small-scale innovations, impromptu solutions and commu-
s == IMIBRAE nity-driven initiatives developed by people and collects
g them into City Guides for everyone to download.
s — You can find themed collections from various cities around Europe, each
e | individually edited by a different contributor. A celebration of self-initiative and
a sourcebook for action, the website also offers listings of open source projects
E and other platforms dedicated to open citizenship (The Peer to Peer Founda-
B tion), education (Trade School - Barter for Knowledge), food and farming (The
{(_:;1 I Big Lunch), public spaces and place-making resources, urban markets
% ﬁ (Incredible Edible Network) and much more.
R d Read on www.communityloversguide.org
o

NIENHE—HXEFEEEE S5 MM BN —MMEE D@ B A
PRETE A, WEARDY MR BIHF. [P ARR S =AM XINE, FRUERIR
EEMNNTIER, PiA AZ R LIMFA ETFE,

A LOENFSRETHERERSE, MRS BHEHTRAR R MEEM
19, WIS &2 Fee 2 B AR, HIToHRERAEALE, B8, Muh FRTI2ET
FF i R (@0The Peer to Peer Foundation) . #& (Trade School - Barter for
Knowledge) . & @7 (The Big Lunch) « AXTEIRIZ R T 7. HH 17
(Incredible Edible Network) SERAME X FFRME T &,

8 215 BiE llwww.communityloversguide.org

# OPEN CITIZENSHIP
# SOCIAL INCLUSION
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—— The Growing Green Guide
AR / MELBOURNE /AUS ¥V

The Growing Green Guide for Melbourne project has
investigated the potential to transform Melbourne’s roofs, walls
and facades into vegetated, leafy habitats. It was a joint
initiative of the University of Melbourne and the Inner
Melbourne Action Plan (IMAP) with the cities of Melbourne,
Yarra, Stonnington and Port Phillip.

The project was funded through the Victorian Government’s
Victorian Adaptation and Sustainability Partnership, and
through the IMAP Councils. The project ran from 2011 to 2014
and created: a guide for the design, construction and
maintenance of green roofs, walls and facades; a policy
options paper to help government agencies consider the range
of ways to support and encourage green roofs, walls and
facades; a review of possible demonstration sites for green
roofs, walls and facades in the inner Melbourne region.

The guide is written for professionals who may be involved
in the design, construction and maintenance of green roofs,
walls and/or facades. It is also relevant to developers,
homeowners, and local and state governments, and although it
is targeted at projects based in Melbourne and Victoria,
Australia, it is also largely relevant for a wider geographic area.

The Growing Green Guide is released under a Creative
Commons licence to encourage periodic updates and use of
the information in a range of places.

You can read all the information in the Guide on this website
www.growinggreenguide.org

Modular system

Water proofing

Irrigation —@

Modular panel
(hydroponic)

Green wall systems vary
enormously, these are two
general types. - modular,
which can be hydroponic
or substrate based, and
felt covered hydroponic
panels. Note that the
support structure and T
waterproofing are optional
and depend on the site

Modular pane

|
(substrate) —@

Drip tray
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B IRAITEHIT R IMAP) BIBX & 181X 4%
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FARBE. L E MABFNMNEGT REEI2E
Xt B8 A T Y 28 IR S A 4 2 F1) 0 7 A b X B9 I
B, BEEEEE ZHXESE MK,

‘R KARETSE HCreative Commons
Al &7, SR E R R E S X ERIZE R

BEXTIEENERSRL:

vww.growinggreenguide.org

Hydroponic system

Water proofing Wall

.

Irrigation
Felt Covered
Panel (with
irrigation
concealed)
) ?Support
ort . Drip tray structure
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# BUILT ENVIRONS: ENERGY

# #iEhEE

# URBAN REMADE

— Auckland Design Manual

#1782 / AUCKLAND / NWZ V

The Auckland Design Manual created by the Auckland City
Council is an open-access free resource that was created for
everyone designing, building or developing in the city. The goal
of the manual is to inspire, inform and share design best
practices, highlighting successful projects and why they
worked well.

Through these case studies, designers have a strong tool to
provide their clients with real-world proof of what works. At the
same time developers can see what can be achieved, and
potentially be inspired to think beyond their comfort zone. But
not only the professionals benefit, backyard DIY fans are just
as much encouraged to learn and be inspired by the manual.

The overarching goal of the initiative is to create a more
coherent and coordinated urban environment throughout the
city of Auckland reflecting the natural environment surrounding
it. The idea was first presented in Auckland Council’s Auckland
Plan (2012) that outlined the region’s vision for the next 30 years.

The manual itself was developed out of originally fifteen
different design guides that were made by eight different
councils at the time, after these documents were merged the
ultimate challenge was to make the information accessible and
to create a more interactive environment, wherein the manual
would be able to grow and expand as well. From this ambition
emerged the website as it can be seen today. The full site was
launched in December 2014 and is the first integrated design
manual for a local government published anywhere in the world.

The online platform is now a rich database and resource
that is constantly growing as design practices within the city
develop and change. Auckland is changing fast, and thus so is
the Manual, adapting to better fit the changes and
improvements happening in the built environment.

The manual can be accessed at www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz

— Urban Rivers Chicago
%[ / CHICAGO / UsA ¥

On June 10 and 112017, a group of donors and volunteers went
for a kayak ride on the riverbanks of Chicago armed with 1500
plants to build a 450 ft (137.16m) long “floating garden”. This was
organized by Urban Rivers, a local NGO, with support from the
travel agency Kayak Chicago. By the end of last year, Urban
Rivers had already completed one measuring 50 ft (45.72m).

Floating Gardens is an experimental plan that, with the aid
of innovation technologies and the support of other NGOs,
intends to push forward an urban natural revolution to preserve
the habitat of aquatic species and other animals by restoring
the original canals of the city, while, at the same time, creating
new public and leisure spaces for its residents.

Urban Rivers aims to design and build a park on the east
side of Goose Island, initiate further experimental activities for
local communities, including the creation of more floating
gardens. The long-term goal is set to 2020, when the Urban
River Parks project shall reach an overall length of 1/2 mile
(804.5m), thus turning Chicago in a global best practice case
encouraging more to follow.

See urbanriv.org for more info.
This is a short excerpt from an essay written by Simone Chen on the Urban

Rivers project, that will be published as part of Urban Matters, an upcoming
new digital platform dedicated to urban futures.
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The Skygarden:
Seoul and the
highway of the future

By Anouchka van Driel
E& ARz

Located in the heart of Seoul, the
Skygarden is a true plant village, a public
983-metre long park, realized on a former
inner city highway accommodating the
largest variety of Korean plant species.
Seoullo 7017, its Korean name, references
the dates of the original structure and the
current repurposing. Mayor Park Won-
soon inaugurated the reincarnated
pedestrian-only highway on Saturday
May 20, 2017.

The garden bridge within an urban
context is not a new phenomenon, think
of the envy of many a city around the
world, New York’s Highline, but also the
opposite end of the spectrum, more
failure than success, London’s Garden
Bridge. Skygarden stands out is in its
focus on the re-use of an old highway,
deemed unsafe for cars and standing
empty for some time, thus making a
strong case for the shift from cars to foot.

The pedestrianized viaduct next to
Seoul’s main station is also the next step
towards making the city and especially
the central station district, greener,
friendlier and more attractive, whilst
connecting all patches of green in the
wider area. In total, the park includes

24,000 plants (trees, shrubs and flowers)
that are newly planted many of which will
grow to their final heights in the next
decade.

Since the project was won by the
Dutch architecture firm MVRDV in May
2015, the central challenge of the
Skygarden has been to overlay a matrix
of Korean flora onto the 16m elevated
steel and concrete structure. The firm
jointly with the municipality, local NGO’s,
landscape teams and city advisers
worked hard to accommodate the biggest
diversity of flora into a strictly urban
condition. New bridges and stairs were
erected to connect the viaduct with
hotels, shops and gardens in the vicinity
as well as to the ground level. Cafés, a
market and performance spaces are also
scattered along the structure that is open
to all 24 hours a day.

The project is part of a larger
programme of public works within the city
of Seoul for which the Mayor created the
post of “city architect” to help make these
happen. The Skygarden was one of
several projects that grew out of the vision
of the first architect in this position Seung
H-Sang, which is now being carried
further by his successor Young Joon Kim.
The overall aim of the programme is to
make the city more pedestrian-friendly,
re-use or repurpose existing structures,
with the ultimate goal to enhance the
human scale of the city.

Seoul could become an example for
other cities around the world, not only in
the way it incorporates the human factor
but also in rethinking our car-focused
contemporary cities.
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DeFlat Kleiburg -
Building Community
DeFlat Kleiburg:
izttt X

Recipient of the European Union Prize
For Contemporary Architecture

Mies Van Der Rohe Award 2017

LIEEAE T H SRIRER R 2 AR ISR
2017 % - M- BER

NL Architects & XVW architectuur

De Flat is an innovative renovation of
one of the biggest apartment buildings in
the Netherlands called Kleiburg, a bend
slab with 500 apartments, 400 meter
long, 10 + 1 stories high. Consortium De
FLAT rescued the building from the
wracking ball by turning it into a Klusflat
meaning that the inhabitants renovate
their apartments by themselves. Kleiburg
is located in the Bijlmermeer, a CIAM
inspired residential expansion of
Amsterdam.

A renewal operation started in the mid
nineties. Many of the characteristic
honeycomb slabs were replaced by
suburban substance and Kleiburg was
the last building in the area still in its
original state; in a way it is the “last man
standing in the war on modernism”.

The idea behind this renovation
project was to rehabilitate the main
structure -elevators, galleries,
installations- but leave the apartments
unfinished and unfurnished: no kitchen,
no shower, no heating, no rooms. This
minimized the initial investments and as
such created a new business model for
housing in the Netherlands.

Most attempts to renovate residential
slabs in the Bijlmer had focused on
differentiation. The objective: to get rid of
the uniformity, to “humanize” the
architecture. By many, repetition was
perceived as evil. In the eighties three
shafts had been added including extra
elevators: they looked “original” but they
introduced disruptive verticality. It turned
out that these concrete additions could
be removed: the elevators could actually
be placed inside the cores, the brutal
beauty of the horizontal balusters could
be restored.

On the galleries the division between
inside and outside was rather defensive,

by opening-up the facade the “interface”
becomes a personal carrier of the identity
of the inhabitants, even with curtains
closed. Originally the storage spaces for
all the units were located on ground level.
The impenetrable storerooms created a
“dead zone” at the foot of the building.
By positioning the storage on each floor
we could free up the ground floor for
inhabitation, activating it to create a
social base and embedding the “beast” in
the park.

The gallery lights work with energy
saving motion detectors - The individual
units now define the appearance. Every
passer-by a shooting star!

Text shortened and edited from the original
statement found on http://miesarch.com/work/3509
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All images courtesy of Marcel van der Burg
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F[E /BEJING /CN ¥
The Huantie Complex Park
IERIFRKEE

Studio O
FRiE]E R

Huantie is an urban area on the northeast fringes
of Beijing city so named after the large circular rail
track that marks its boundaries, and was once used
for testing and maintenance of trains. An
unplanned and partly abandoned zone, it has over
the years become home to small clusters of artists’
studios, with much of its natural land left un-
touched. Among its most notable residents is
conceptual and performance artist Huang Rui, the
man that first moved with a group of peers into the
798 Art District in the late 1990s. Threatened with
tabula-rasa type of demolition the area of Huantie
could become instead an inspiring alternative for
urban regeneration. He and architects at Beijing ‘et IEH R F I AL — A
EA I T 4 K B SR A2 SR B9 [X 12, 1Z I T £
K 2 R E] £ BR 1 58 R0 B 15 98

based studio O have a plan. The have shared it with
us for the first time.

The “HCP” (Huantie Complex Park’)
project, from an urban & architectural point
of view, starts by “preserving” & at the
same time reinforcing the infrastructural
existing layout of the circulation,
intensifying it through a regular grid,
increasing the porosity of accesses that will
go through (in & out) the circular rails that
are “ delimiting” the area.

The proposed intervention has the clear
intent to create better & more sustainable
living spaces, both, for the current
residents in the area, by allocating them
to new contemporary comfortable
typologies, as well as injecting typologies
that will suit the needs for young artist to
be able to rent art studios, where creative
spaces will merge with local villagers.

www.studioo.cc

At the center of the northern
masterplan intervention, we propose a
“green lung” with public functions that
will vary from design hotels, art galleries,

theater, cinema and other public facilities.

Allocated next to the rail ring, with an
easy accessibility, other public functions
will be completed by having an art
insitutions, ware-houses together with the
existing stable area. The proposed
north-west layout is the most dense and
fully ready to be inhabited, as the
strategy of the intervention is to continue
the existing city dense urban texture from
the north-west with a similar density
which gradually decreases towards the
norht-east, allowing with the proposed
grid to be completed in the future.

Allimages courtesy studio O and Huang Rui
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China Logs

The Belt and Road
Initiative: an Accelarator

for the Global Agenda

By Sarah Orlando

We are living through an historical
moment, one when China’s foreign
relations strategy, national development
programs and extensive investment
opportunities can play a key role as
accelerators for achieving global goals.

The objectives of China as a country
are aligning to key goals of the global
agenda, and its positioning as a leader
on the world stage, not least with regard
to pressing issues like climate change,
show China’s will to take charge. The
world has a chance to end extreme
poverty, inequality and environmental
degradation by 2030, a deadline that 193
world leaders have already agreed to
work with via the 17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. And to this end, China “has
plans”. Besides those outlined in the 13th
Five Year Plan
(2016-2020),

official English name has been changed
to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), thus
semantically rendering its intended scope
even wider. The BRI represents an unpre-
cedented chance for open connectivity
through South East Asia and the Middle
East, reaching out to Europe. The biggest
opportunity has been -and still is- seen in
the hard aspects of connectivity. Accor-
ding to the Economist, the “One Belt, One
Road scheme involving Chinese invest-
ment in infrastructure across Asia, the
Middle East, Africa and Europe, aims to
reinforce China’s image as a country
eager to use its newfound wealth for the
good of the world” (March 2017).

Infrastructure developments across
the interested regions represent indeed
the biggest prospect for Public-Private

Partnerships, between
governments and big

president Xi Jinping TO REINFORCE SOEs. Much is being

has launched a

already negotiated

9
series of na- CH INA'S IMAGE under these terms -

tion-wide initiatives

railways, harbours, etc.

to consolidate AS A COUNTRY But these are also seen

homegrown

as a big opportunity for

resources towards EAGER TO USE ITS speculation, and doubts

qualitative upskil-

are rightfully rising

ling and develop- NEWFOUND across the new routes,

ment, such as the

as political parties and
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the Made in China WORLD

2025, which was

launched by the

State Council in July 2015 as a compre-
hensive industrial strategy aimed at
furthering economic stimulus until 2049
and eventually push Chinese manufactu-
ring up the value chain. The Belt and
Road Initiative is one particular foreign
policy framework that more than others
will function as a political accelerator - it
is the most open, less detailed of all, and,
maybe for this reason, it is the one with
the greater potential to re-define global
relations, especially for engaging soft
factors among which innovation.

If the Chinese name is and remains
One Belt, One Road “—®&—f&”, the

Nonetheless, these

routes already existed. It
is not their path that is strategic, but the
way they are being selected and re-de-
fined that shows strategic intent. As they
are revitalized, new paths emerge every
month (the BRI strategy is open) and
demonstrate a newfound interest of
China in re-opening them up by way of
political and industrial partnerships (the
countries that show more interest and
strategic flare will set the agenda of the
detailed steps to follow]. At present the
real challenge, often overlooked because
of its hard-to-grasp contours and its wide
scope and long-term realization, is the
“soft connectivity” that the BRI initiative
will convey. China is nationally trying to
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build an innovation ecosystem as key to
different aspects of development, for the
industry as well as for the urban/rural
challenge, and it is putting in place
specific policies and concrete actions
that are fostering its market so to address
an ultimate internal challenge, which is
social and cultural inclusion.

With such attempts at moving from
being an “innovation sponge” to an
innovation leader (in 2015 it was the
number two investor in RED in the world,
with an investment of over 1,4 trillion RMB,
second only to the U.S.), the Belt and
Road initiative is definitely a fundamental
part of China’s “going out” strategy - its
market is as ready as it could be for
innovation to take hold.

The BRI (for its foreign relations) and
the multifaceted “openness” policies (for
its internal market) could create a
disruptive change on both ends of these
newly revived routes, rewiring new
meaning to the implications of soft
connectivity and bring about tremendous
change: new digital and technological
hubs could be built, new technology
innovators could compete with current US
dominant players (i.e. Google, Windows,
etc.); new relations at city level could lead
to joint policies connected to housing,
mobility, and the elimination of physical
barriers; new migratory flows could lead
to novel humanitarian alliances.

The stakes are high, and the risks
connected to it are enormous, especially
because throughout the “new silk road”
not all countries foster social and civic
openness and participation (in the
Popper sense of tolerant, cosmopolitan
centres, conductive to the dissemination
of ideas and economic growth). Nonethe-
less, with BRI, China challenges the West
with a chance to build on new global
relations and perspectives. And in a time
when global issues are ever so urgent, the
BRI could actually accelerate the process
that should lead to solving them, or at
least addressing them together, with
timeliness and precision.
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A Chinese
Urban Model
hEFEHIRER

By Daan Roggeveen
& KR B

It is just hours after Donald Trump has
been elected the 45* President of the
United States when | arrive at the opening
of Shanghai Art Week. Over the previous
years, the festival has developed into a
celebratory concentration of cultural
events in the city, with this year emerging
as its triumphant apex. Crammed into the
space of just a few days were the opening
of an art fair, the unveiling of various new
gallery spaces, lavish parties, and on top
of all that, the launch of the 11th Shanghai
Biennale in the city’s Power Station of Art
- an industrial heritage buil-
ding-turned-contemporary art museum
on the West bank of the Huangpu River.

When | walk in, the cluster of smaller
and bigger renovated industrial buildings
is already buzzing with activity; fashio-
nable kids wearing black dresses and
white Stan Smith sneakers, clutching
glowing smartphones in one hand, a
glass of champagne in the other.

Opposite a Tracey Emin neon,
strategically positioned next to the
entrance of the building, sits a booth with
a large model of the waterfront district,
praising its development with celebratory
captions on the wall: “Central Activity
District of Extraordinary Global City.”

The New Normal

After more than three decades of
progress, Chinese cities have arrived at a
stage of so-called “New Normal”, a term
used by the Chinese leadership to
describe a major transition in the eco-
nomy towards a slower, but more stable
type of growth.

For several years, China’s economy
had been slowing down: a change which
impacted cities massively. Real estate
developments stalled, factories closed
and workers lost their jobs as the eco-
nomy was swayed by a series of severe
complications including a crashing stock
market, serious problems regarding
debt-laden local governments, and an
overheated real-estate market. Urban
districts and even whole cities had to
redefine their strategies and raison d’étre.

Simultaneously, China started an
economic transformation process from an
industrialized to a service-oriented
economy. lts economic growth was not
targeting double-digit numbers anymore,
but aiming at a sustainable economy of
innovation, pushing the development of
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the private sector instead of state-owned
heavy industries. Domestic consumption
had to replace the economy of export.

Moreover, urban leaders and residents
alike started focusing more on the “soft
side” of urban development, which
resulted in increased attention to environ-
mental issues and urban culture. City
governments established not just art
museums and creative districts, but also
music festivals and cultural events.

A young, well-educated creative class
proved to be a fertile ground for this
cultural landscape. Festivals, gallery
openings and museum programmes were
expanding quickly thanks to a continually
increasing audience. All these changes
had a vast impact on the metropolitan
landscape, with art being used as the
ubiquitous icing on the cake of urban
regeneration.

Moreover, Chinese companies—both
state-owned and private—started moving
their activities and investments abroad,
motivated by a range of purposes, from
the urge to diversify and expand their
portfolio to the acquisition of know-how.

Model

The urban archetype, which saw
hundreds of millions of people swap their
life from farmland to factory, created
economic growth for decades. In doing
so, the Chinese urban model developed
into one of the most successful in the
world. This method could be understood
as a refined and well-tested system which
combined bottom-up energy with
top-down force - firmly pushing cities
and their inhabitants towards progress
fast-forward.

The top-down strategies of centralized
political choices allowed for the develop-
ment of mushrooming city centres that
appeared seemingly overnight. They were
built by entrepreneurial farmers who
changed crops for construction sites in
pursuit of a better life.

Based on a system of gated areas—
residential, industrial and business
zones—Chinese cities generated an
archipelago urbanism of disconnected
urban conditions, dividing cities into
large-scale plots of mono-functional use.
Public space, historically an area of
public interaction and engagement, was
increasingly being converted into a place
of consumption: from street to shopping
mall in a few decades. It produced a
country of clean, well-organized yet
rather similar cities.

Fast urbanization had sharp down-
sides as well. They include the forced
evictions of farmers and residents of old
urban neighbourhoods; a spectacular,
disconcerting and ever-increasing gap
between the haves and the have-nots;
immense environmental pollution; serious
oversupply leading to bubbles in the real
estate market; and an unsettling division
between urban residents and rural
immigrants.
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Nevertheless, it was also an appealing
model, particularly for non-Western
countries. After all, China’s cities were
efficient, with well-functioning infrastruc-
ture, top-notch public transport, proper
housing for the majority of its urban
residents, and an economic growth that
allowed people to work their way up from
rural poverty to urban middle class. They
had a low crime rate, an attractive
climate for foreign investors, and a glitzy
skyline to boot. Could this metropolis be a
model for cities globally, like the Italian
city once was a blueprint for those of
Northern Europe?

Blueprint

Chinese cities are not necessary
pleasant. And yet for the majority of the
world’s population, this type of pro-
gress-oriented development is an essen-
tial part of daily life and aspiration.

This “urbanism of time difference”
indicates that what is happening in China
now will also happen in other countries,
like an approaching thunderstorm on the
horizon. Moreover, urban phenomena we
see globally, such as migration, gentrifi-
cation, re-appreciation of heritage, a
renewed interest in authenticity, and an
obsession with all things “smart” and
“digital” also take place in China, but at
much larger scales, implemented more
efficiently, and at a faster pace.

Reverse Globalization

China can be regarded as an urban
laboratory to test out ideas and mature
them for the rest of the world, creating
developmental blueprints for other
places. Its unorthodox solutions for urban
issues, the ability of its cities to adapt to
change, the resilience of its people, the
availability of assets, and its immense
scale make it a fertile testing ground.

The powerful outbound push of
China, the fragmented political situation
in Europe, and the inward-looking
prospects of the US will only help to feed
this agenda.

This text is an abridged version of the introductory
essay written by the author, published by NaiO10.
(see more details in the dedicated column).
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Progress & Prosperity ; The
Chinese City as a Global
Urban Model

(#F SR
SIKIETHIRE 2 3B hEEHE)

This timely book focusses on the
country’s shift from building for construc-
tion's sake to that of building for progress.
[t examines the future of cities as a
“testimony from the battleground” (i.e.
Chinese cities), and how their current
metamorphosis can impact cities
worldwide - particularly in the Globall
South. Its key argument: China has
developed a very appealing urban model.
Will this be a blueprint for cities worldwide,
resembling the Italian city - once a model
for the European metropolis?

By Daan Roggeveen, founder MORE
Architecture, Shanghai / Go West Project

With contributions by architects (XML,
OMA), activists (WAI Think Tank, Ou Ning)
and academics (Esther Da Costa Meyer -
Princeton, Steven Chen - Harvard, Jeffrey
Johnson - University of Kentucky, Zhou
Ying - HKU) among others.
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— Rural Placemaking: a Bridge and
a Children’s Playground

Fu Yingbin, Yan Lu, Zhang Haoran

Younger architects in China have been active in reviving the
country’s natural villages in the past few years. The Beijing-
based team of landscape architect Fu Yingbin and his two
partners have been likewise practicing across rural areas,
although with a specific interest in exploring low cost and
low-tech construction methodologies for the creation of public
facilities and spaces.

Two of their latest projects are located in Zhongguan
village, Tongzi County, in Guizhou’s mountain area — a bridge
and a children’s playground both employing on-site
construction methodologies. Since concrete, bamboo and
similar materials commonly used in city programs were
unavailable, the architects opted to use steel springboards,
which are normally used for scaffolding and offer resistance
against friction, pressure and corrosion. The bridge piers and
bases are built with stone cages which are commonly seen in
water conservation projects. This unique structure obtained
with the use of PVC coating with galvanized steel wire, is
water-resistant and durable. Simple construction, low cost, and
no need for machinery, are necessary due to the limited space
for construction in mountain areas.

The children’s playground was assembled with leftover
materials recovered either from new construction sites or from
dismantled old buildings in the surrounding areas. Thanks to a
much larger scope of freedom in designing the space and
facilities here, the seemingly messy materials became an open
tool-kit for different co-making activities organized in
collaboration with local residents who complemented the
process with their own skills and knowledge of local
construction methodologies.

Place-making has always been a crucial part in building
public projects for Fu and partners: “We are not building just
one bridge, but two. One is the physical bridge, the other one
connects people to their homeland.”
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—— Affordable Housing for

Farmers in Hangzhou

gad

Commissioned by the municipal government of Hangzhou,
the project consisted in providing 15,300 square meters of
affordable housing for 560 households in Dongziguan Village.
How to build quality housing for relocated farmers with a low
budget ($190 or ¥1300 per square meter) while maintaining
their original lifestyle of collective living was a major challenge.
Instead of opting for the typical high-rise affordable housing
generally built in China, the architects chose the vernacular
style of the courtyard, a traditional urban typology. Groups of
six buildings are realized using two different types of footprints
(11 x 21 meter; 16 x 14 meter) where individual households
surround a central courtyard which becomes a place for
communal activities. Four different types of courtyard are used
in the overall site plan whose aggregation is designed following
traditional clustering patterns found in historic Chinese cities.

A general survey was conducted with local families to

gather information about their composition, age groups, living
habits and needs, which informed the buildings layout genera-
ting a particular spatial order becoming increasingly private on
a south to north axis. The buildings are designed in a vernacular
language where the traditional pitched roof is reinterpreted as
a continuous asymmetrical slope. Gray and white bricks are
arranged to create different patterns, while wooden panels are
juxtaposed to traditional bricks, steel and glass to ensure the
best thermal and ventilation performance. The roof cantilever
echoes with the vernacular architectural style in Hangzhou,

providing a shelter during rainy seasons.
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A Man, A Village, A Museum

In the book A Man, A Village,
A Museum (2016), the Chinese artist Li Mu
brings the inhabitants of Qiuzhuang, his
hometown, in contact with modernist
artworks from the collection of the Van
Abbemuseum in Eindhoven.

The project started in 2010, after the
Van Abbemuseum had worked with Li Mu
in Shanghai for the World Expo. Soon after,
the artist proposed organising an
exhibition in his home village of
Qiuzhuang, using works from the
museum’s collection. Qiuzhuang is a
village of around 1,000 inhabitants, it has
no museum of its own and little connection
to the history of western modernity.

Li Mu set about reproducing the
artworks of Sol LeWitt, Dan Flavin, Andy
Warhol, John Kérmeling, Ulay and Marina
Ambramovic (@amongst others). He worked
together with the villagers for more than a
year, painstakingly reconstructing works
and placing them in the houses and
streets of the village. The resulting film and
book document life in the village, the
production of the artworks, the reactions
of residents, interested visitors and the
process by which artworks and people
influence each other.

AMan, AVillage, A Museum has been
acquired by the Van Abbemuseum.

(EBB)IE 2R T20105F HEYN|
NILEERFVan AbbeSEANIBIE LS =8
BREEN DBZARETN, BEANEBRES
LMY 2 (EERVan AbbeEARTERY
AR T R, =T 201354)E]
BTN EE TR EE, IR —
EEBIETTR, SN REE E5TRK:
BN B ORER BB/ R 4
B/ FEM T BRI FR-R
EEMESE FAF ALK EAVan AbbeEATE
BYIBRLFin. XL E FIFat B R AN BAA
HrE), AN RIRE, RENINIELEX
—FLZHNE B, FHHBF IS BERENID
FXLEPRZAERAN REVEEH WA
BFRA, ZAXKFHREIR 2 EEIRHIISLH
IBAEERR, FEHBIER T M EEAL]
E—FMEENETRE, BRT —RIIAN
KA NIENE SN

LERFRAZAXPBAR TS ENE
o2 HPIER, LA B M EHE D

The Taiyang Commune:
Notes on Natural Construction
& Rural Experiments

Chen Haoru (CITIARC)
FRoEan (LW L2 5R)

The Taiyang Commune is located in
the western mountainous area of
Hangzhou, in a natural village of 140
households. The main building materials
utilized across the entire site are bamboo,
grass and natural stones found locally in
rivers.

The Pig barn, which was the first
project to launch, is designed with special
dormitory, feeding area, outdoor toilet,
and a swimming pool. Excavation wasn’t
needed as a self-standing structure made
of bamboo was landed directly on the
stone parapets. Thatch picked in the
mountains nearby were first knitted by
villagers under the commune’s call, and
then hanged onto the bamboo roof by
local workers.

The second project, a Henhouse, is
built on the compacted flat ground
between a small agricultural reservoir at
the end of the valley and the north hilly
area, its shallow foundation formed by
inserting tiny wood pieces into the
ground. A bamboo platform was built on
the wooden foundation creating an open
and sturdy structure. Quickly and easily
assembled, the house is covered densely
with bars to accommodate birds. The roof
is filled with more than two hundred
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bamboo sticks, and makes no use of
chemical materials for water proofing.
Bamboo can be found everywhere around
these regions, regardless of seasonal
cycles, thus making this material ideal for
any type of construction.

The third and last part is a Pavilion
built on the reservoir dam with a scenic
view and ideal ventilation. The foundation
of the Pavilion is placed on top of the
dam on six logs connected to the plank
above. The Pavillion is meant to be a
dwelling space for visitors or serve as a
resting area for local farmers.

Background:

The Taiyang Commune project is a
social experiment in natural construction
with environmental designs. Before it was
built, the village had a total number of
585 people. 500 acres of land involved
300 villagers, however half of the land
was in an abandoned state. Most of the
villagers were elderly and children, as
younger adults had moved to the
neighboring cities for better work
prospects. This project meant to integrate
local know-how, materials, and resources
as a response to the rapidly dilapidating
natural scapes of rural China. The
process involved local craftsmen and
workers in the co-creation of the
structures, making them part of the
overall planning, thus combining
grassroots empowerment with
architectural thinking. Providing design
and business support, from landscaping
to financial planning, the Taiyuan
Commune aims to enhance local
agricultural productivity (aided by the
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“Farmer Families” policy) by employing a
cooperative model. The goal is that local
farmers, considered as business partners,
all benefit financially. Long-term, the
hope is that this will encourage both
eco-tourism and the controlled
repopulation of such areas. Chen Haoru
believes in the relational benefits between
the built environment and socio-cultural
spaces. A true philosophical embracing of
nature, he says, “is not just about
reducing material consumption, sooner or
later resources will run out. It is only from
a moral standpoint that we can achieve
sustainability as development.”
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Angdong Hospital
Improving Rural Healthcare
through Architecture
BRAIER:. ARRANERNET

Rural Urban Framework (RUF)
g

“Rather than reverting to a nostalgia for
lost craftsmanship or for a “Chinese”
architectural identity, our approach is to
accept modernisation yet integrate
techniques and material strategies that
register this as a process of continuity rather
than as a schism. The Angdong Hospital
Project challenges the generic architecture
of the institution through programmatic and
material innovation.” RUF

Rural healthcare in China faces a
multitude of challenges. Rural institutions
are generally unfavourable compared to
those in urban locales. Government
subsidies and the raising of doctor and
hospital incomes also lead to
overcharging and needless treatments
and exams. Commissioned by a Hong
Kong charity in 2011, The Institute for
Integrated Rural Development, this
project involved designing China’s first
charitable hospital whilst helping foster a
new attitude toward rural healthcare.

Working closely with the charity and
government in Angdong Village of Hunan
Province (a location picked for its
strategic position amongst neighbouring
villages), the architects’ task was to
develop a model rural health care
building capable of supporting the many
progressive reforms on rural hospital
management and care giving. This
includes providing basic necessities
absent in existing establishments, some
as simple as waiting rooms. Additionally,
seeing that most institutions in China,
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such as schools and hospitals, are walled
off and managed as contained programs,
RUF was interested in re-introducing the
hospital as a publicly-friendly facility.

The design begins with a simple
strategy to provide a continuous ramp
access to all floors allowing for seating
and improvement of circulation. This also
creates a large central courtyard space
open for public use. Materials consist of
both recycled traditional bricks, which
form the exterior fagade, and custom
designed concrete screen blocks, which
flank the interior spiral passageway.
Though from a distance they appear like
the common type, these custom blocks
are cast in a flexible latex mold. The
resulting courtyard exhibits a soft and
smoothly changing quality, casting
variable shadows throughout the day.

www.harvest.org.hk

Institute of integrated
Rural Development
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A New Functional Typology:
Internet Conference Center

in Shitang Village
SHIRTIAERE  RIEN BRI

AZL Architects - In cooperation with the
Institute of Architecture Design and
Planing of Nanjing University & Shanghai
Tongji Steel Structure Technology, Ltd.
KEKSENESR
BREmRAZEAMIRIHAREERAR.
LBRERNEEABRAR

This project is an experimentation of
methodologies for reconstruction of
public spaces and facilities in a rural
context, a phenomenon accelerated by
the rapid urbanization of China’s rural
areas, pressing for the implementation of
low-cost yet effective new typologies, and
a swifter integration of latest technologies
in the habilitation of modern functions in
the reconstruction of China’s countryside.

Located in a suburban village 40
kilometers to the southwest of Nanjing,

the Internet Conference Center was built
as a follow-up development of the
“Beautiful Countryside” agenda to meet
the multi-functional needs of this future
“permanent venue for Internet
entrepreneurship” proposed by the local
government as essential to the future
industrial transformation of the area. The
architects employed two typical large-
scale architectural archetypes of China’s
rural areas as inspirational blueprints -
the commune auditoriums (generally
used for public activities) and the green
house (associated to production use). The
former has led to retain basic spatial
elements like the dual-slope roofs, to
create a large space for gathering and
traditional rituals or festivals to be put at
the use of local villagers. The assembled
structure is an advanced rendition of the
light steel ones normally used for green
houses, with the pre-fabricated super
slender columns recalling the bamboo
groves present around the site. Engineers
used the mechanic principles of
tensegrity allowing for construction of the
overall 3,000sgqm complex to be
completed in merely 45 days.
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Suzhou Chapel
HMILE

Neri&Hu Design and Research Office
MBIGIHARE

The chapel is a feature building within
the larger village zone around Yangcheng
Lake, Suzhou. As such, it occupies a prime
location visible from the main road and
along the waterfront of an overall
700sgm. Its architectural language is
derived from similar elements found
elsewhere in the project, such as the
undulating brick walls and floating white
volume — but here they are taken to
another level of articulation. The brick
walls begin to break down to an even
more refined scale, where different
heights of walls interweave with each
other to create a choreographed
landscape journey leading into the
building itself.

The white volume is composed of two
layers. The inner layer is a simple box
punctuated on all sides with scattered
windows, while the outer layer is a folded
and perforated metal skin, a “veil” which
alternatively hides and reveals.

Inside the building, visitors continue
on their guided journey through the
pre-function area and then into the main
chapel space, which features a light-filled
12m high space. There is a seamless
integration with the surrounding nature
as picture windows frame various
man-made and natural landscapes. A
mezzanine level hovers overhead to
accommodate extra guests, and is
integrated into a wood louvered cage
element which wraps around the whole
upper part of the room.

A separate staircase alongside the
main space allows visitors to gain access
to the rooftop, and various openings
along this stair ascent give unexpected
views both internally and externally.

Photos by Pedro Pegenaute
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One with the Earth: Waterside
Buddhist Shrine
KEHE

ARCHSTUDIO
BRERITIEE

Located in a forest along a river in
Tangshan, Hebei province, this building is
both a space made for mediation and
daily life, which connects itself with
nature by hiding under an earth mound.
Existing trees were carefully preserved
and the building camouflaged amongst
them, as if five branches extending under
the treetops of the forest. These five
separated yet continuous spaces cover
169sgm of an overall 500sqm land area,
and are laid along two axes - one on a
north-south axis and another one along
the river, each accommodating one of the
main functions: entrance, Buddhist
meditation room, tea room, living room
and bathroom.

The entrance faces two trees; visitors
need walking through a narrow path
under the trees to get into the building,
while the shrine is against the wall and
facing the water, where natural light and
shadows penetrate through the skylight
and flow along the curved walls. The tea
room opens completely to the pool which
is filled with lotuses, and trees on both
sides become part of the courtyard,
creating a serene atmosphere for
sight-viewing.

The lounge is separated from the
other parts of the building by a bamboo
courtyard, while the whole building is
covered with earth thus becoming an
extension of the hill itself. Concrete is
used for walls and the roof, pieced
together with pine strips of 3cm width, so
that the wood grains and vertical linear
texture are impressed on the interior
surface generating a soft and warm
feeling against the cold concrete
materials. Built-in furniture is custom-
made with wood strips, with a slightly
different texture from the concrete walls.
Smooth terrazzo is used for the interior
floor, mapping the outdoor natural
landscape into the interior space. Cement
grouting with white pebbles is adopted in
outdoor flooring to heighten the tactile
difference between indoor and outdoor.
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Onederland
Educational
Playground
SRE

In 2016 the Shenzhen headquarte-
red One Foundation, the first pri-
vate charitable fundraising orga-
nization in China, commissioned
to Shanghai’s Yang Design studio
a concept for a children play-
ground (aged 6 to 12) for schools
in rural areas. Field research, data
science and M.L. (multiple intelli-
gences) Theory led to the design
of a modular structure adaptable
to different sites, made of 6 core
units stimulating physical, cogni-
tive and emotional development.
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< Prefab Regeneration

By James Shen
5 Architect, co-founder People’s Architecture Office

T o address the sustainability of cities and communities through urban
regeneration, People’s Architecture Office has dedicated much of our work to

developing prefabricated urban solutions that are systematic and scalable. In
2013, we partnered with Dashilar Project and Beijing Design Week to create the
Courtyard House Plugin to revitalize Dashilar, a vibrant but derelict Hutong
neighborhood located in Beijing’s historic core. The typical approach to renewing
such areas in China involves blanket demolition, completely new construction, and
the relocation of entire communities. In contrast, our renovation tactic is to construct
a new house inside an old house. Significantly, by upgrading conditions without
tearing down any original structures, valuable traces of history - architectural and
cultural - are preserved. Initially a government-sponsored pilot, our Plugin system is
now a market-based urban solution. Over two dozen units have been built in Dashilar
with more under construction in other cities.

“Plugging in” raises living conditions to modern standards at half the cost of
typical renovation methods and a fraction of the cost of building a new house. PAO
developed a proprietary prefabricated panel made of a composite that incorporates
structure, insulation, interior and exterior finishes into one molded part. They are light
enough to be carried by hand and small enough to fit through doorways. The panels
snap and lock together easily with a single hex wrench, allowing an entire Plugin to
be assembled in one day by a few people who require no special skills or machinery.
A typical courtyard renovation, on the other hand, can take several months. The
Plugin method allows for minimal disruption of daily routines and most importantly,
does not require relocation of families.

The Plugins are manufactured using modern insulation technologies and have
excellent energy performance. They offer ten times the energy efficiency of
traditional courtyard houses that are leaky and poorly insulated. The Plugins
integrate composting toilets or septic tanks for handling sewage and do not add
stress to an archaic network of public toilets.

There is no market for selling subdivided courtyard units. Therefore, Plugin
renovations are either occupied by local residents or rented out, but are never sold.
Plugins encourage existing locals to stay in these tight-knit communities and have
also spurred former residents to return to live in their childhood homes. Thus, unlike
other urban revitalization initiatives, the Plugins in Dashilar are not accompanied by
rapid gentrification. In addition, Plugins are not concentrated in one location but
rather are distributed to foster revitalization across an urban area.

The affordability and simplicity of Plugin retrofits compel residents to invest in
their own properties. Vacant lots have been renovated and rented out as Air BnB’s and
offices for small startups, providing opportunities for supplemental income for locals.
Higher standards of living have injected new energy into Dashilar as younger people
move into this primarily elderly community.

Many locals feel insecure about the future of their neighborhoods. The fact that
Plugins can be disassembled as easily as they are put up without damaging the
panels reduces the risk of investing in a building project. The flexibility of the Plugin
system also means that governments are more willing to support pilots using this
experimental system. This was an important factor in gaining the support of the
Beijing Government for our first Courtyard House Plugin prototype.

We are taking this urban prototyping approach to North America with the goal of
addressing the housing crisis using our Plugin House, an independent structure
developed from our prefab technology. Many cities are experimenting with policies
that support building Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) on existing residential
properties as an alternative to affordable housing. Working with the Mayor’s Boston
Housing Innovation Lab and Harvard’s Graduate School of Design we want to assist in
validating ADU policy through building demonstration units of Plugin Houses. These
will be deployed across the city as a quick way of generating discussion with
communities. W
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Plugin House for
Mrs Fan

INEERY “HR K"

Location: Beijing - July 2016
Photographer: Gao Tianxia
L5, 201678

Mrs. Fan is from a traditional Chinese
family. Newlyweds like her are expected
to purchase a car and move into a new
house in the suburbs to start the next
phase of their life. But for people in their
early 30’s who wish to be financially
independent, the astronomical price of
real estate in Beijing makes buying a
house on their own nearly impossible.

Mrs. Fan was born and raised in the
Changchun Jie Hutong neighborhood in
the center of historic Beijing. By the time
she was in high school her family had
moved to the suburbs while her old
neighborhood, with outdated
infrastructure and overcrowding,
continued to descend into slum-like
conditions. But Fan never got accustomed
to suburban residential towers, preferring
the intimacy of the close knit community
she came from.

The affordability of the Plugin House,
thirty times less than the cost of buying a
typical apartment, made moving back to
where Mrs. Fan grew up a practical
reality. The living standard and energy
efficiency of a Plugin equals or exceeds
that of new apartment towers. And her
daily commute to work is now reduced
from four hours to one. The Plugin
replaces part of the old house and adds
new functions such as a kitchen and
bathroom. The Changchun
Jie neighborhood has no sewage system,
so public toilets are usually the only

option. But an off-the-grid composting
toilet system integrated into the plugin
makes Hutong life much more convenient.
The Plugin House is custom designed for
Mrs. Fan. To relieve Mrs. Fan of her
claustrophobia the small bathroom also
has a skylight but receives reflected
sunlight from a blue privacy screen.

PAQ’s proprietary prefabricated
Plugin Panels makes the Plugin House
very affordable. Originally developed for
the Courtyard House Plugin for “house in
house” renovations, the new Plugin House
System is waterproof and can be used
outside of an existing structure. These
prefabricated modules incorporate
insulation, interior and exterior finish into
one molded part. Plugin Panels attach to
each other with an integrated lock
making construction a task simple
enough to be completed by a couple of
unskilled people and one tool in one day.
Wiring and plumbing are integrated into
the molded composite panels.

The architectural form of the Plugin is
defined not by limitations imposed from
regulations but instead the negotiated
demands from surrounding neighbors. On
all sides of the Plugin the structure
cannot block sun light, air circulation,
and views of the people next door. Even as
the structure was built, new demands
came about. The Plugin Panel material
makes accommodating these changes
practical, chopping off entire sections of
the building can be done on site.

As an expression of intersecting social
forces the Plugin House is a new urban
vernacular born from local conditions. For
original residents like Mrs. Fan to move
back to these historic parts of Beijing is
rare. Through improving living standards
for an affordable price within given social
constraints the Plugin House attempts to
breathe new life into old neighborhoods.
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Plugin House for
Mr Zhao
AT HEER"

Location: Beijing - November 2016
It=R, 20165118

Mr. Zhao commissioned a Plugin
House to improve both the environmental
state of his home as well as his own
psychological condition. A retired English
Professor, Mr. Zhao lives with his daughter
in a courtyard house passed down from
the previous generation. The house, like
all houses in this old neighborhood, has
experienced a complex history including
parts taken over by strangers and
unwanted demolition. An elderly man, Mr.
Zhao suffers from severe depression and
a number of physical ailments. A project
like this is a significant change for him.

The Plugin House re-establishes a
direct connection, one that was removed
when he was a child, from his bedroom to
his kitchen, making it unnecessary to go
through his daughter’s bedroom or walk

outside in the cold. This simple
adjustment has had dramatic effects on
his relationship with his daughter who
insists on living with him. The Plugin
makes his daily routine more convenient.

Additionally, Mr. Zhao desperately
wanted a private space to escape to. The
Plugin supports a connection across the
roof of his house to a new terrace. Mr
Zhao has said that the view of his
neighborhood from this terrace reminds
him of the traumas and changes that
have occurred in the area, and that at his
age this is somehow comforting.
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Ten Years of
Instant Hutong

EAAR R E

By Marcella Campa, Stefano Avesani
founders Instant Hutong

FEREASABEIBA

The Instant Hutong project started ten
years ago as a personal journey, for us to
meet and interact with the people living in
old Beijing, exchange experiences and
collect stories about contemporary
changes in the city and their life.

At that time, hutong neighborhoods
were facing major challenges. After years
of sweeping
demolitions there was

partially replace it. Instant Hutong is a
research platform made of a series of
street oriented events, actions and
installations questioning the disappearing
traces of community and investigating
this new sense of identity. For ten years
we have organized participative
happenings in the city, involving local
inhabitants, popping-up in unexpected
places and interacting with people. Every
part of the project is characterized by an
ever-changing approach, each time
appearing in different public contexts or
entering the private space of courtyards
and houses.

The Urban Carpet project is made of a
series of hand-crafted carpets each
depicting a specific hutong district, which
were hung up on ropes commonly used
by local residents to dry clothes. Their
sudden appearance became the
occasion for a temporary gathering,
where neighbors
would meet and talk

a rising awareness A CREATIVE PRACTICE about their personal

about their value,

relation with the

which you could feel THAT LOOKS AT THE district and its

at both street level,

community. These

simply walking trough CITY AS A fiEl.D OF largescale maps

alleys and lanes, as

were a basic tool for

well as at an “upper” UNLIMITED this interaction.

political one. This

resulted in an POSS'B".'T'ES, Blinking City

enthusiastic season of

further investigates

experimentations, TO TRIGGER the potential of

spontaneous bottom-

maps as tools to

up projects of small SHARED PROCESSES illustrate city

scale renewals

changes, eventually

combined with a wave OF SOCIAL becoming

of official initiatives

themselves a

interested in IMAGINATION document of that

preserving the old

districts on a wider

scale. Hutongs are the privileged stage of
this struggle between tradition and
modernity. Frequently, when the sense of
community starts to falter and collapse, a
new concept of identity arises trying to

change.

Theory Of Moments is a series of
interventions that, like seeds scattered in
the urban environment, activates little but
significant transformations interacting in
different ways with extremely small
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contexts by highlighting their spatial
potential. A dilapidated backyard can be
reactivated as a new public square by
simply moving some bricks from the
nearby demolished houses; an
architectural element from the hutong
can be carried around like a fashion bag
and be exchanged in specific stations; an
empty storefront window can become an
art gallery filled with an overwhelming
amount of colorful canvases.

The variety of these interventions,
attentive to the context and flexible in
approach, outlines the general nature of
a creative practice that looks at the city
as a field of undiscovered and unlimited

possibilities, with the aim to trigger
shared processes of social imagination.
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The Kwan-Yen
Project

The Kwan-Yen Project is an integrated
platform of historic district rehabilitation
and public culture practice. Focusing on
Kwan-Yen Road, the main avanue in Zhifu
District, the strategy merges historical
research, architectural renovation, spatial
activation with artistic innovation and
community education. The Chefoo
Institute and Library and other flagship
institutions will be first established in the
district, so to shape a pluralistic urban life
space, and eventually become a new
landmark to highlight the local artistic
and humanistic ethos, elevating the city
image of Yantai into the international and
domestic cultural scene.

Through the renewal of nearly 40
historical buildings in the district, the
establishment of Kwan-Yen Art Zone aims
at expanding the local cultural context of
Yantai, and generate a new form of urban
development that differs from others
found in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou or
Shenzhen. Over the next few years, it will
also play host to annual international art
events, including weekly lectures,
exhibitions and participatory art
programs.

The Chefoo Institute and Library
This is the core space within the
Kwan-Yen Art Zone - an independent
bookstore, a college, research institution
and library, a complex covering all
aspects of contemporary cultural life.
The Chefoo Institute and Library will host
various functions from research and
production to education, exhibition,
literary creation, publication,
dissemination via offline activities, etc.
It will feature more than 100 cultural
activities every year, with scholars and
artists from around the world taking part.

The Suochengli Neighborhood
Library

Open to the public since July 2017, the
library restoration and design are by
architect Dong Gong of Vector Architects,
best known for his “lonely library” on
Qinhuangdao seaside. The Suochengli
Library covers an area of 323 sqm,
including functions like a reading room, a
children painting area, lecture hall,
exhibition hall and leisure spaces. The
library holds a collection of books on the
history and local culture of Yantai and
Jiaodong Peninsula, and records on the
oral history of the area.

People’s Station
Kwan-YenArt District will hold the first
series of large-scale public art activities

this summer, with an interactive spatial
experience devised by the Dashilar
(Beijing) based People’s Architecture
Office. It will host a series of exhibitions,
lectures, forums and reading activities
spanning 48 hours, with renowned local
and international participants.

Meet Market

The Meet Market is a concept space
for intangible cultural heritage, an
interactive display platform of art,
incubating creative products and original
local designers’ brands, from family
workshops to independent business, in a
new commercial format popular among
young people developed especially for
Yantai. The Meet Market’s visual identity
is by Lava Beijing.

Kwan-Yen Salon

Kwan-Yen Salon is a small cultural
and art exchange program part of the
Kwan-Yen Project for local and foreign
designers, artists, critics, poets,
photographers, architects, musicians and
scholars, providing a place for people
who love history and culture to share and
study through conversations, lectures,
workshops, and explore the future life of
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An Interview with Ou Ning
BihERT
Translation Zhu Ruoxi k&

SANS is a cross-border studio that provides local and
community activation strategies for urban and rural
projects and institutions. Its founder Xu Yijing talked to
Ou Ning, chief curator and initiator of the Kwan-Yen
project - here is an extract of the interview.
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SANS: Why is the Chefoo Institute designed as
the point of departure of the Kwan-Yen plan?

ON: The Institute originated from Tan Fang’s idea to
put forward a bookstore, she is one of the initiators of
the overall plan. A bookstore was already present and
using it as a cultural benchmark to activate the area
does make sense. We want to build a public space that
responds to social trends; bookstores have better
popularity among people compared to museums,
because they respond more to books than art objects,
and feel those closer in daily life.

The Kwan-Yen Art District can be regarded as a huge
chessboard, with the Chefoo Institute as its centre piece.
The biggest goal is to revitalize the 40 old buildings
within the district, so that it can live up to form
diversified business formats and be remade into an
actual «place». The Institute is key in allowing other
projects to gradually move into action.

SANS: At AMZRFIEEAI (i RIBRDSR?

B ZRFIENRRERAN I IREANES —F AR S
EF—PBE, FTRMINEXNEBERA TS CEAKZE—ER
KAV, MZRPERRZON. CIHRANB T2 EEXM
TR RR, LR — 1Sl . ERPIEREEIX B
BIKE o

S: Apart from commercial and cultural
businesses, there are no actual residents in this
area. How do you deal with this?

ON: When we first started the neighbourhood had
already been demolished - it had been turned into a
«non-place». The Kwan-Yen Art District is designed to
become the cultural landmark of Yantai and to serve the
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whole city, even the entire Jiaodong Peninsula; this
service area has the potential to appeal to the whole
country. Due to the absence of residents we want to
re-excavate the history and the collective memory of this
place, and bring social relations back while attracting
more out-of-towners, so that they can finally make it a
«place». This is the most difficult part.
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S: Did you apply this way of thinking into the
preparation of the Suochengli Library too?

ON: Suochengli is at the root of Yantai, its most
ancient origin. It has even more cohesiveness than
Kwan-Yen Road in terms of collective memory. The
reason behind the Library, which is quite far away, is
threefold. First, we needed to make things happen in a
short time, to see some solid results. Second, the library
was planned as a «dispatched agency» to bring cultural
content to other communities within the city, with the Art
District and the Institute as the headquarters. Third, the
Institute seems to carry a tint of elitism due to the
investment’s amount and its large scale. We hoped to
take the grassroot groups into account, so we decided
to build a community library.
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S: How do you transmit the energy of Suochengli
back so that good interaction can take place?

ON: Every event we organize must transmit the
message that the Library is a satellite agency deployed
by the Chefoo Institute. In the future, we will open up
another community library at Yantai University, so that
people would be guided back to the Art District. Besides,
here we see the idea of interaction and relevance: the
Institute is a powerful space from where things can be
exported. What in Suochengli can be brought back to
the Institute are responses collected from publics during
the organization of activities. This would allow the
Institute to become an integral project responding to the
needs of different groups and publics.
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SANS: Do you think the new formats developed

in Kwan-Yen Art District - Public Space and

Small Gatherings for instance - will become
representatives of new lifestyles for young
people?

Ou Ning: The concept for Small Gatherings also
originated from observations of the community’s needs.
It is a combination of a variety of small dining and
drinking spaces, and its target group is educated young
people. The Public Space is a removable plug-in building
which we’ll program catering to young people’s interests.
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S: Kwan-Yen Salon invites guests from all over the
country to Yantai every month. Do you think this
will attract a wider crowd? How can we maintain
people’s attention?

ON: We have a lot of cultural resources which we
hope to introduce to the city. It would be enough to have
four or five one-time, larger scale events in one year.
Salons will be interspersed with these on a monthly
basis, so to become a part of the city’s daily life.

The influence of the Salon has not been very
manifest yet, but | believe it will grow in time. As each
has its own focus, in one year’s time it will have attracted
different audiences. The key is how to strengthen a sense
of integrity among these different projects. The Salon is
currently operated as a non-profit, but once it builds
itself up, we might consider adopting partners.
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S: Is it sustainable to promote local content
production with the help of prominent cultural
figures of domestic and international influence?
In what ways are promotions of project carried
out in second or third-tier cities different from
those in first-tier cities? Are these promotions
accepted differently?

ON: By now, most of the team members in the project
are foreign to the city; very few of them are locals, and
this is not a very sustainable situation. So yes, it is
important for us to find local talents and invite them to
join and eventually take up responsibilities so that the
project can continue. Of course, the replacement will be
a relatively slow process, not before two or three years.

The success of the project does not depend on the
tier of the city. It has to do with people. Take Echigo-
Tsumari for example, the contemporary art projects that
he carried out in the Japanese rural areas had no local
basis at all, but he did it for more than ten years.

&5 - OUNING

Kitagawa Fram is a very capable operator. He knows
whom to find to offer him help. He knows how to use
local financial resources and find sponsors. He
maintains a good relationship with the government and
is capable of integrating a variety of assets. It took more
than ten years for his projects to get to their current
scale. To make the Kwan-Yen Project sustainable, there
has to be an operator who is both able and keen and
copes with the planning team perfectly. During this
process of teamwork, a lot of new things could be
generated, new business models and opportunities
included.
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S: The recently released “List of Chinese Cities
of Commercial Charm 2017” by the New First-tier
City Research Institute, measures cities from
different aspects such as its agglomeration of
business resources, the activity of its habitants,
the diversity of its lifestyles, etc. Yantai ranked
37 in the list of second-tier cities. What are your
personal expectations towards this city?

Ou Ning: There is huge room for development in
Yantai. It is quite advantageously located, and there is a
lot to explore in terms of its natural, historical resources,
and most specifically, its rich marine resources which is
rare for coastal cities in China.

Yantai has also been of great impact in English
literatures for the past 100 years. For example, the
founder of the American Times magazine had spent his
youth in the original Chefoo School in Yantai. We found
out that many of its citizens contributed with major
achievements in various fields. By mobilizing local
strength, we can shape Kwan-Yen into a very influential
project.
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The Digua
Community

st X

Notes by Beatrice Leanza
E&: &R

“The first time | talked to Zhou Zishu
about his Digua Community project, he
was quick at specifying that it was not
just a refurbishing plan of misused
spaces, but a comprehensive plan that
involved a lengthy research process of
observational participation and anthro-
pological insight into the living ecosystem
of specific urban neighborhoods, without
which the programming of space would
have been superfluous. Zhou is a gra-
duate from CAFA with a master in visual
communication and a postgraduate
degree from Central Saint Martin’s course
on ‘narrative environments’. Inspired by a
BBC news report on the discovery in
Manchester of underground workers
dwellings from the Industrial Revolution
era, he embarked on a research around
basement spaces in Beijing, an enormous
spatial resource, he came to learn,
amounting to more than 17,000 bunker

units, 10,000 of which were originally built
as part of Mao’s Cold War defense
strategy.

The Digua Community, aptly named
after a living form (the sweet potato) that
grows underground, is a regenerative
project that repurposes such misused or
leftovers spaces into multifunctional
communal facilities designed to service
specific needs of urban dwellers above-
ground. The first Digua Community
opened in March 2016 in the area of
Anyuanbeili. The design and refinement
of spatial programming was achieved by
way of a participatory process that
involved the community of Anyuanbeili in
open discussions, confrontations and
eventually voting. The spaces of Digua
include a variety of communal facilities
like a small cinema, a reading room and a
library established in collaboration with
bookschina.com, a 3D printing lab, a
barbershop, a gym, and spaces operated
by Innoville, a project implemented by the
Beijing Municipal Committee and the
Communist Youth League for technology/
innovation training targeting teenagers
and kids. Other rooms can be rented by
residents to host their own activities and
events for conducting either their own
businesses or offering services to the
neighborhood putting their skills at
common use, from language lessons, to
daycare and nursery services, painting
classes and so on.”
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—— The Games

that We All Played

(An Architect’s Guide

for Typical Street Games)

Published by Tsinghua University, 2017

“These typical street games have
been passed on from one generation to
another. They had survived centuries from
social and urban change, and still
remained vibrant. Yet they are now in
existential crisis at this globalisation age,
being marginalised by either the
standardised sports games or the
incapacitating video games, arcade or
online.

The collective enjoyment of children
generates close ties among families and
solidifies the sense of the community. This
effect peaks when, from time to time, the
adults join their children in the games and
practically transform the playing field
into a heaven of community activity.

We cannot hold back in our curiosity
in these typical street games. Actually,
the more we work for the communities in
different Chinese cities, the more we
believe in the power of these games as
positive propellers for community space.
This book is a tentative collection of our
initial studies on the topic.”

Excerpt from the preface written by Zhang Li

— (F) LT
ENIME XX IERE)
BIEKFWARST, 20174

“RRNEXFEREBAZRERTRN e
BET LEENHSSHHEE, BT —ARAX
—HRABIBR A, BATRR M, ENRETEEIK
R EEIGE BRI, TSR E R E
YA E AR A OB R BB F il 5.

‘“‘FREFEHMEXABNRS, MER U
EYARENARNERXMHR S RETFNDE
ENREREEMNSBENREZBFE—TER
A, BUHKSBENABR R BEHFEAS
INNFZLF TR, LR AR XN B R K
LBy, MRS BRI 7 PR SR B AR T 4T AO+E
XAH=TE,

‘BT A= SR AT . BE L,
RNEPERERHHIHEX P ITIESEHS, R
BN EBFEAMXZRNRR IR EF LB
SRR MIREAB—EADEARR SRRV ER”

5105 B KA PTTRCF =

89



Chinese Urbanization

Through The Lens of Dalang

BEXREPERHEEFEN

By Linda Vlassenrood
Translation Zhu Ruoxi
E& [ HhA - BRIRTE
EE: KB

Shenzhen is a city that has been
raising eyebrows for years, because of its
fast development and exceptional
position. However, everyday reality in
Shenzhen can be unruly. As a city,
Shenzhen mainly thinks in top-down
strategies and simply adds new hardware
- the sum of infrastructure, buildings and
industries - in order to encourage urban
and therefore economic growth. It is less
interested in the question of which
existing social dynamics need to be
accepted or improved in order to
strengthen the city’s potential, let alone
the socio-economic conditions that are
necessary to successfully regenerate an
existing neighborhood or to sustainably
extend the city. Still, Shenzhen is a city
where bottom-up activities flourish and
where many changes happen overnight.
This means that many policies are not in
line with reality: there is a gap between
government and society. Or at least, this
seems to be the case at first glance.
When we look beyond the general
characteristics of a top-down regulated
city, relations between the Shenzhen
government and society are much more
closely intertwined.

Social construction

China has lately seen enormous
growth among NGOs, volunteering, and
grassroots organizations that address
social issues. It is clear that the central
and local governments are withdrawing
from many areas or are unable to cover
social issues sufficiently by themselves,
leaving room for other organizations to
step in and provide services to vulnerable
groups. In 2011, the United Nations
Volunteers Program published a report on
the state of volunteerism in China.’
According to this report, the first
volunteer-based community projects
started at the end of the 1980s. However,
the amount of organizations and
volunteers only started to grow around
2001, due to increased support from the
national government and more enabling
legislation. Public awareness also
changed distinctively, particularly in
2008, after people saw the valuable role
of volunteers during the Beijing Olympics
and after the Wenchuan Earthquake. By
2011, 50 million Chinese people were
registered in different volunteer
organizations all over the country; most
of these volunteers were young students,
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recent graduates, and low-income
migrant workers. Volunteerism has
become indispensable in Chinese society
and is currently quite diversified, with a
growing number of non-governmental
organizations, including big corporations
deploying volunteer activities through
their own NGOs.

Volunteerism as an instrument

The central government is
increasingly deploying volunteerism as
an instrument to achieve a more
‘harmonious’ urban society, with less
inequality and more stability. It stated in
its National New-type Urbanization Plan
(2014-2020) that urbanization remains an
important tool for economic growth in
China, but also emphasized the need for
a more ‘human-centered urbanization’.

The shift in focus towards Chinese
citizens’ well-being (instead of
concentrating only on the pursuit of
economic growth), is an important sign of
the times. When talking about the current
social constraints in Shenzhen,
researcher Li Jinkui from the China
Development Institute (CDI) doesn’t see
any other alternative: ‘[The] Chinese
economy is slowing down from high-
speed growth to medium speed growth,
and urbanization is still not completed. If
China is to stay in today’s half-done
urbanized situation, China will likely fall
into the middle income trap. The core task
of urbanization is to provide public goods
and services needed by the new-coming
urban population from the previous rural
population. This requires social and
institutional change, and “social
construction”. This is the most important
issue in Shenzhen today.™

To understand Dalang is to
understand Chinese urbanization

Dalang Neighborhood is home to
approximately 500,000 people, a
majority of them migrants of which more
than 50 percent is between 20-29 years
old. Only 8,200 citizens are officially
registered in Dalang, which means that
everybody else belongs to the so-called
‘floating population’.®The neighborhood
is located in Longhua New District, just
outside the border of the former Special
Economic Zone."* Over the past few years,
it has become an interesting site for
several research projects initiated by the
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China Development Institute and the
International New Town Institute. This
research is conducted in order to
understand the blossoming of bottom-up
activities in this part of Shenzhen, but
also to understand the role of the local
government and its relationship with a
variety of stakeholders in providing social
welfare. The Dalang subdistrict wants to
create a more sustainable society by
facilitating educational programs and
leisure activities.

To accomplish this, the Department of
Cultural Affairs has been expanding
cultural infrastructure since 2010,
allowing volunteer organizations, NGOs,
companies and entrepreneurs to play a
role. So far, these developments are in line
with the national trend described above.
However, Dalang is exceptional because
of another reason: it represents the core
of Chinese urbanization. Dalang is a
rapidly transforming rural-urban society
with severe social issues and hardly any
urban planning in place. Primarily a
collection of urban villages and factories,
itis a hard-to-reach district with few
public facilities and limited green and
public spaces.

Emancipating attitude establishes
new values

The Dalang subdistrict is rather open
and progressive in trying to help migrant
workers become acclimated to city life.
Their encouraging and therefore
emancipating attitude towards migrants
establishes new values that move beyond
economic benefit alone. The government
has invested 300 million RMB over the last
couple of years in public infrastructure
‘hardware’ such as Labor Square (built in
2007 as an entertainment area for the
local inhabitants), along with bicycle
lanes, eighteen community service
centers, fourteen community parks, eight
private schools, five libraries and four
stations for volunteers in public spaces.®
It has initiated various public activities,
including the highly successful ‘Dalang
Star’ singing competition, which started
in 2010 and was one of the first initiatives
developed by the Dalang subdistrict. In
the meantime, the Dalang subdistrict has
helped NGOs and grassroots
organizations in Dalang improve their
management and is building up a
platform with national and international
resources. Nonetheless, the Dalang
subdistrict has limited financial means
due to its low administrative level in
Shenzhen.

Consequently, the Dalang subdistrict
is able to financially support some
organizations, but can generally only
provide legitimacy and space to NGOs,
volunteer organizations, and
entrepreneurs.® Lin Fangxi and Zheng
Baojie, two young entrepreneurs, receive
that legitimacy, which enables them to
provide cultural activities in addition to
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their entrepreneurship. Both provide
lessons to migrant workers in their music
and roller-skating store, and they enable
access to a large social network through
the organization of events, cultural
performances, and competitions. They
play a fundamental role in programming
leisure activities at Labor Square. The
social impact of these events and Zheng
Baojie’s roller-skating team, Excellent,
which has over 1,000 members, should
not be underestimated.

Building bridges between public
and private interests.

The Dalang subdistrict is trying to
encourage young migrant workers to stay
longer in Dalang by educating them and
by providing amenities like libraries,
schools, parks and squares, and social
programs. It is believed that factories
share the same objective. Many factories
provide small libraries, cinemas and
basketball courts inside the factory
compound, where most migrant workers
also live; these facilities are primarily
installed for relaxation and not for
educational purposes. Yet many migrant
workers also live in the urban villages,
and Dalang still faces a serious lack of
public facilities in these areas. The
Dalang government is seeking support
from companies, but struggles at the
same time with the question of what kind
of activities and services volunteer
organizations could provide to address
needs that neither the government nor
the market currently meet. CDI argues
that it should be a collaborative effort in
order to stimulate the migrants’
integration in Dalang society. This means
that the local government should
empower and build strong alliances
between entrepreneurs, volunteer
organizations, NGOs and factories more
extensively then it already does.” Thinking
in terms of top-down versus bottom-up
strategies is clearly no longer applicable
for Dalang.

1. United Nations Volunteers, State of Volunteerism
in China 2011 - Engaging People through Ideas,
Innovation and Inspiration (Bonn: United Nations
Volunteers, 2011).

2. Li Jinkui, interview by the author, 24 February
2015.

3. See also: Linda Vlassenrood, ‘Dalang Fever’,
Volume 39: Urban Border (April 2014), 68-62. Dalang
Fever was an event and small exhibition on the
potential of the self-organizing migrant society in
Dalang Neighborhood presented at the UABB/
Shenzhen Urbanism & Architecture Biennale 2013.

4 Dalang became an official sub district of
Longhua in 2011. In Bao’an and Longgang, the outer
districts of Shenzhen, random and chaotic
developments had taken place since the late 1980s
due to industrial pressure inside the Special
Economic Zone, lower land prices, speculation and
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loose development control outside the boundary.

5. In 2008, six districts of Shenzhen signed letters of
intent to outsource social services to nine NGOs,
making Shenzhen the second Chinese city, after
Shanghai, to experiment with setting up such a
system. See: ‘Shenzhen NGOs to Provide Social
Services’, China Daily, 11 January 2008. Online:
http://china.org.cn/english/China/238958.htm

6. The Dalang Government subsidizes the Little
Grass Volunteer Association, which currently has
1,200 registered social workers and 4,400 volunteer
workers.

7. Sjoerd Segijn, A Home Away from Home: The
Emergence and Meaning of Third Places in
Shenzhen (Master’s thesis, University of Amsterdam/
International New Town Institute, 2014), 53.

Note on the text:

This is a shorter edited version of Linda Vliassen-
rood’s article Chinese Urbanization Through the
Lens of Dalang. The original article was previously
published in Global Schindler Award 2015 Shenzhen
Essays edited by Kees Christiaanse, Fabienne
Hoelzel, Myriam Perret and Dimitri Kron, along with
Schindler Group and Jessica Bridger. The Schindler
Global Award is a student urban design competi-
tion that took place in Shenzhen in 2015. The article
has also been published in: Linda Vlassenrood (ed.),
Shenzhen. From Factory of the World to World City
(Rotterdam: International New Town Institute and

NAiO10 Publishers, 2016).
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Automated
Landscapes

Bzt =

R&D department, Het Nieuwe
Instituut

B =3RS PR bA 2 B

In 2017, Het Nieuwe Instituut,
the Dutch institute for
architecture, design, and digital
culture in Rotterdam, launched
Automated Landscapes, a
long-term project on the
architectural implications of full
automation.

The incursion of artificial
intelligence and full automation
into workspaces and productive
landscapes has recently been
designated the trigger for major
shifts in manual labour, white-
collar and service-sector work,
and a key driver in job losses and
declining wages. Under the
premise that automation disrupts
not only labor markets but the
configuration, design and
occupation of entire territories, the
research project Automated
Landscapes seeks to document
and reflect upon the emerging
architectures and urbanisms of
fully-automated labor.

Although robotics and
automation have reached the
disciplines of architecture and
design, mainly through digital
design and fabrication, a
profound analysis of their effects
on the design and habitation of
the built environment is yet to be
done. The automated workspaces
are starting to materialize in
seemingly banal and extensive
infrastructures occupying and
altering the dynamics of large
parts of the built environment. In
this context, the notion of
Automated Landscapes addresses
the actual emergence of distinct
types of spatial configurations
and conditions engendered and
afforded by automation. Their
architectures challenge
conventional spatial requirements
and normative rules for health,
safety and welfare, such as
standards for light, ventilation,
height, and floor areas; they bring
new forms of territorial
occupation, segregation and
contestation; they remain beyond
classic notions of authorship
and signature.

By engaging with these
unprecedented assemblages of
humans and machines, the
research aims to shed light into
the role of designers in
reformulating the spatial
relationship between bodies, work,
and leisure towards desirable
urban and political imaginations.

The first phase of the project,
which has been awarded a
Feature Grant from DESIGN TRUST
(an initiative of the non-profit
organization Hong Kong
Ambassadors of Design) in Hong
Kong, will focus on the port of
Rotterdam and agricultural
clusters in the Netherlands, as well
as developments in the Pearl River
Delta—arguably the main arena
for the transition from the man-
powered «factory of the world»
to a territory of automated
production. The research
outcomes will be presented in a
series of public events, exhibition
programs and publications,
starting with the exhibition How
will we work at the 2017 Vienna
Biennale—on show at the
University of Applied Arts Vienna
from June to September.

The director of Het Nieuwe Instituut is
Guus Beumer. The Head of the Research
department is Marina Otero Verzier, and
team members include Victor Munoz Sanz
(co-researcher Automated Landscapes),
Marten Kuijpers (co-researcher Automated
Landscapes), and Grace Abouh Jaoudeh
(research assistant).
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Anthropometric Data - Crane Cabin Operator
vs Remote Control Operator. Drawing by Het

Nieuwe Instituut 2017
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The Danwei
Industrial Heritage
& Affordable Housing

RN R ALK PR EFEY
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By Lin Haotian
fFE: MRXR

Itis clear that Shenzhen is
transforming rapidly and will attract
many more young and highly educated
graduates in the near future. However,
high housing prices become the first
barrier for them to settle in the city.
Downgraded neighbourhoods are
replaced with luxury housing, shopping
malls and offices. Such development
might improve the competitiveness of the
city, but ignores the affordability of the
city for lower-income groups. The reliance
on the market parties to develop
affordable housing has not produced
satisfying results. This article illustrates
the current housing problems in Shenzhen
and introduces a new renewal model to
improve the affordability of housing.
Could the transformation of ‘old’ Danwei
housing complexes throughout the city
solve the shortage of affordable housing
for the young and creative class?

The failure of housing policies

Until the 1980s, in China, urban
housing used to be the state’s
responsibility: employees of state-owned
enterprises and the government were all
housed in public housing complexes. The
reform of the Chinese housing system
started with the open door policy in the
1980s as an experiment of the socialistic
state to tackle the housing shortage by
involving the private sector. The reform of
the housing system radically changed the
housing ethic and shaped the current
urban housing stock: absolute equity was
replaced with market-driven forces. As
private developers tend to satisfy the
more luxurious, profitable part of the
demand first, many people cannot afford
a house even though the housing supply
keeps rising.

In 2008, the central government
realized these problems and announced a
new affordable housing system by
including more private investors and
developers who could participate in the
construction. As a part of this national
project, the Shenzhen government
planned to realize 210,000 affordable
housing units in the period 2011-2015.
However, only 58,000 units were finished
by 2014 due to the pressure of land
shortage. Many of these housing units are
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located at the urban fringe, which lacks
job opportunities and adequate
infrastructure. The high costs of
commuting can make these locations
‘unaffordable’ either way.

One must also note that housing in
China is not only a basic need, but also
an engine of economic growth. When the
public housing system ended, the private
sector housing stock flourished and
stimulated speculation. This has greatly
increased the revenues of local
governments, which focus on economic
growth and only intend to meet the
quantity assigned by the central
government without considering the
quality of affordable housing. To balance
affordability and economic prosperity,
the public sector’s intervention in the
housing stock needs to be re-
strengthened and improved.

Searching for a solution

The shortage of affordable housing
might be solved by the redevelopment of
the Danwei housing. Before the Open
Door Policy in China, everyone belonged
to a Danwei (‘work unit’), which could be
a state-owned enterprise or a department
of the government. Workers were bound
to their work unit, which arranged all
social commitments and activities and
was responsible for providing welfare,
including housing. In many Danwei
neighbourhoods, a sense of identity was
formed on the basis of the work unit.

The design of the Danwei was the
Chinese socialist translation of Clarence
Perry’s concept of the neighbourhood
unit. The territory of the Danwei housing
neighbourhood is defined by the Dayuan,
an area surrounded by a wall, fence and
green space. A Dayuan usually contains
some supplementary functions such as
schools, shops and sport facilities and is
well connected to public services and
transport. The great demand of urban
housing and the socialist idea of absolute
equity resulted in a homogeneous spatial
layout.

One of the main policies of the

housing reform in the 1980s was the
commercialization of public housing by

PEBRE

Rezoning the spatial layout: The old spatial
structure of Danwei housing no longer matches the
present-day needs of the neighborhood. Spatial
restructuring according to different privacy levels
(private area mainly for residents and public space
for everybody) is necessary.

TEEHTND  RAUARRIBA ZRSHERTE
HTHEKER RERIETENAREE GBHK
BRI ET B AFTE AF B A =sE) =
e

Connecting home and work: Moving to cheaper
areas outside the city centre often leads to higher
transportation costs. Therefore, affordable housing
and affordable transport are equally important.

ERIESEE. CEEEEEEENIX, 2%
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Strengthening public intervention and communal
organization: The government can establish housing
associations to guarantee affordability as the goal
of renewal, clarify ownership matters

and enhance community participation.

BUAHN NG HXAR BRI I ERE DR, 2
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Diversifying building typology and housing
typology: Danwei housing was originally designed
for families. As the residents diversify, housing and
building typologies have to adapt to the
changing demand.

BRI ST ER LS BUIARREH N K E
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Defining public space: Homogeneity characterizes
the public space in Danwei housing neighborhoods,
but by defining the function of public space in
different privacy levels the neighborhood can be
made more heterogeneous.

SRE A E MERAAF NI A B S —, 1
REIETELEEENAHTEERMURE, 2EH
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lllustration by LAVA BEIJING
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selling them to the Danwei staff for a low
price. The public sector also retreated
from the daily administration of the
neighbourhoods, which was handed over
to commercial property management.

The low quality and lack of
maintenance has led to the degradation
of these old residential areas. Informal
development is now the main force that
maintains and transforms these
neighbourhoods. Their low rent make
Danweis suitable as affordable housing
complexes.

However, because they are relatively
centrally located, these neighbourhoods
are also attractive sites for high-end
urban redevelopment. But redevelopment
projects remain difficult due to the
fragmented ownership of apartments.
Conflicts between owners and developers
or between owners are quite common and

CHINA LOGS

tend to slow down many redevelopment
projects. Like the urban village, another
unique type of settlement in Chinese
cities, Danwei housing is in need of
renewal and could be transformed into
affordable housing.

Lin Haotian graduated in 2014. As a student at MSc
Urbanism of the Delft University of Technology he
took part in ‘Shenzhen Scenarios 2.0 - Livability in
Shenzhen’ within the Complex Cities Studio. This
studio was co-organized by INTI as part of the New
New Towns program.

The article has previously been published in: Linda
Vlassenrood (ed.), Shenzhen. From Factory of the
World to World City (Rotterdam: International New
Town Institute and NAIO10 Publishers, 2016).
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The Atlas of Gentrification

Herwig Scherabon

The book “The Atlas of
Gentrification” is a collection of
data visualizations, graphs and
maps which respond to the
phenomenon of gentrification and
related issues, such as
segregation and income
inequality. It presents a number of
well-known cities (Chicago, San
Francisco, New York City, Boston,
Portland Oregon, Los Angeles,
Detroit, London and Glasgow])
associated with such problems,
and through a variety of means,
highlights many of the issues
encountered by their inhabitants.
In doing so, the Atlas aims to
reignite interest and stimulate
debate through its design-led
approach towards data.

The book was Scherabon’s
project at Glasgow School of Art
and took about eight months from
start to finish. It is printed on
haptic, rough Munken paper in
natural white.

www.scherabon.com/the-atlas-of-gentrifi-
cation
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Global Report on Urban Health

Accurat

The Global Report was
presented officially in Geneva in
March 2016 and it was a key
contribution to the Third United
Nations Conference on Housing
and Sustainable Urban
Development that took place in
Quito in October 2016. The report
gives countries and cities practical
tools to reduce health inequities as
they strive to achieve the
Sustainable Development
Goals and identifies and
effectively presents innovative
ways to achieve universal health
coverage.

The researchers at the World
Health Organization Centre for
Health Development in Kobe,
Japan, reached out to Accurat at
the end of 2015 with a request to
collaborate on the development of
a comprehensive reporting
strategy to follow up on the then
five-year old joint WHO-UN
Habitat global report on urban
health, Hidden Cities: Unmasking
and Overcoming Health Inequities
in Urban Settings. The goal of the
collaboration was to set up a joint
task force that would leverage
Accurat’s expertise in dealing
with data-heavy scientific
reporting to devise multiple print
and interactive communication
products to engage with public
officials and stakeholders
worldwide on the progress of

urban health studies and
research.

During a six-month
collaboration with the World
Health Organization’s research
team in Kobe, Accurat imagined,
designed, and produced
numerous reporting materials
in more than ten different
languages, centered around two
main products: a 240-page
full-color book, printed and
distributed worldwide, and an
accessible website and data
explorer, optimized for screens of
any size and retro-compatible with
legacy browser technology.

To display the key analyses in
the report, Accurat imagined and
designed a set of highly
customized visualizations that
drew inspiration from architectural
drawings and urban planning
diagrams to create distinctive
visuals that are rich in detail and
content, as well as visually bold
and effective in communicating
the report’s findings.

[Publications of the World Health
Organization are available on the
WHO website (www.who.int)

or can be purchased from WHO Press]

www.accurat.it/works/urban-health/

“By the deadline of the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
in 2030, 60% of all people will reside in cities, proportionally

twice that of 1950.
For most of us from now on, life and death
will be an urban affair”

Global Report On Urban Health: Equitable, Healthier Cities For

Sustainable Development
World Health Organization 2016
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China’s Turn

RERET

Powerhouse Company

The models in China’s Turn
explore issues ranging from
economic growth, national debt
and demographics to housing,
pollution and urban development,
together they presents a portrait
of China: the challenges it faces,
the potential for crisis and why
the country is at a crucial point.
Through the example of the rapid
development of China, the models
bring together the undesirable
and often unknown side effects of
a purely economic vision on how
to organise society - from its
impact on health, the environment
and housing to quality of life. It
tells the Chinese story of a shifting
world order, and how architecture
and urbanism contribute to its
structural challenges.

BE(REFE T IFRRHN—RT
RE, WY SRS RRHITTRE, NE
FHEKEfR.AOSRE, EERE. 5
Z, WA, BB N lhR KB ETER
SNREB—MEPEH & EPTHEIEAY R
A BENBIURATARK I ER
FHTERTFIEENRTR. BT
FRERE L REVR ], X EAR BB
MEFRARGFHEMRIERRFE
ERRIT sk, BIEE A BFTEME
TSR (R R IR BRI, LA K2 {E 55 (0] R
MAMMNEFERES LB WA T —
MEXURRFERENPERSE, UK
RS (XX — TR R AR LS MRl
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DISAPPEARING VILLAGES

The flip side of China’s rapid
urbanization is the large-scale
disappearance of villages. In
2015, more than b4 per cent of
the Chinese population lived in
cities, up from 42.5 per cent ten
years earlier. The rural exodus of
more than 150 million people, the
main force behind the country’s
urbanization, takes its toll. Around
the turn of the century, China
had 3.7 million villages. According
to China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs,
this number had dropped to 2.7
million in 2012.

Sources: lan Johnson, ‘In
China, “Once the Villages Are
Gone, the Culture Is Gone™, The
New York Times, 1 February 2014;
Linda Poon, ‘China’s Villages Are
Dying. A New Film Asks If They
Can Be Saved’, NPR, January b,
2016, accessed March 2016,
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND

On average, one in five
homes in Chinese cities are
vacant. Estimates vary, but some
sources claim that there are up to
64 million empty apartments in
the country. In the largest cities
the housing market is overheated,
with soaring prices in Shenzhen
and an unsustainable 27 to 1
price to income ratio in Beijing.
Second-tier cities have seen price
drops and dramatic vacancies in
recent years. Nevertheless, many
local governments continue to

encourage building activity
because they need the income
from land sales taxes to service
their debts.

Sources: Esther Fung, ‘More
Than 1in 5 Homes in Chinese
Cities Are Empty, Survey Says’,
The Wall Street Journal, 11 June
2014; Tyler Durden, ‘China’s
Housing Is Recovering, Just
Ignore The 10 Billion Square Feet
Of Vacant Housing’, Zero
Hedge,18 January 2016,
accessed March 2016.
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DEMOGRAPHIC DEFICIT

Chinais facing a crisis that
is larger than its economic
adversity: a rapidly ageing
population. Half a century ago,
seven per cent of the Chinese
population was retired; today,
this number has reached 12 per
cent of a total population which
doubled from less than 700
million to nearly 1.4 billion across
this same period. Today, China
has more than 160 million
inhabitants older than 64 years,
and in the next 16 years, this
army of retired Chinese will grow
to circa 300 million. Parallel to
that, and due to the one-child

policy, low fertility and gender
imbalance, the working-age
population is expected to shrink
nearly ten per cent, a decline of
almost 90 million people.

Sources: Edward Denison and
Guang Yu Ren, ‘China’s
Concealed Crisis’, Architectural
Design, March/April 201t; Nathan
Vanderklippe, ‘Grey boom:
Decades of birth controls leave
China with distorted demogra-
phics’, The Globe and Mail, 31
March 2016; United Nations,
Department of Economic and
Social A airs, Population Division,
‘World Population Prospects: The
2012 Revision’, accessed
March 2016
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A Little bit of Beijing

Drawing Architecture Studio
iaErt

Dashilar is the latest
publication by Li Han and Hu Yan,
founders of Drawing Architecture
Studio, following their award-
winning title A Little Bit of
Beijing (San Li Tun /798 / Nan Luo
Gu Xiang, awarded as China’s
Most Beautiful Book in 2013). It is
also a collaborative urban
research project conceived by
Drawing Architecture Studio and
the Dashilar Platform project (an
urban regeneration initiative
tasked to revitalize the traditional
hutong area of Dashilar, a 1sq km
zone adjacent to Tian’anmen
Square in Beijing).

The book consists in a
documentation on ten case
studies selected by Dashilar
Platform including hutong
renovation projects by different
architects, historic religious

spaces, unique restaurants and
cafes, as well as creative studios
located in the area. Li Han’s and
Hu Yan’s is a continued
exploration for the potential of
architectural drawings in
knowledge-making. With precise
lines and flat colourings, plans,
elevations, sections, and
axonometric projections
transformed from 3D models are
turned into sophisticated
drawings with delicate details in a
unique mechanical aesthetic
feeling. By adding simple words to
the drawings, the authors
presented ten interviews in the
form of a graphic novel. Through
these stories, the book showcases
the relation among people,
architecture and city not only in
terms of space and function, but
also of time and emotion.
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Shanzhai City:
Impact Intelligence for

Social Development Ventures

LI By At = HiHERIFhS LAY

m 71 ERE

A conversion between Tat Lam
and Beatrice Leanza

B AXSiEME

C2030 ISSUE 1- 2019

Established in 2015 by long time collaborators Tat
Lam and Chris Gee, Shanzhai City is a social
enterprise promoting community self-agency
through technology development, community
building, and value co-creation that synergizes and
= integrates into sustainable markets. The start-up
= develops solutions that are appropriate and
sensitive to the local cultural, environmental, and
= economic conditions of developing regions to
promote community self-agency, alleviate poverty,
and protect the environment. Impact Intelligence is
at the core of their credo - in the context of China
where social development sits at the centre of its
future sustainable goals, we have talked to Tat Lam
about Shanzhai City’s visions and ambitions.

WS EMAR Chris GeeF2015F #8137 B9—F 4t
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www.shanzhaicity.com
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BL_Tell us who you are.

TL_I was trained as an urban researcher. | am
currently an impact strategist for social development
ventures of social enterprises and social capital
investors.

BL_igTé4A—T1REC,
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BRI RS,

Prior to your current engagements, you have
been a partner of URBANUS an architecture
practice based in Shenzhen and Beijing,
directing its Urban Research Bureau. What was
URB’s role and what was your research focusing
on?

The mission of an urban research entity in a private
practice, not an academic institute, was to explore a
bigger agency for architectural practitioners in a
rapidly developing urban and social space in China. We
tried to go beyond the “institutional” paradigm which is
slow in operation, and China, or any developing context,
needed more rapid, value-creating solutions.
Particularly at a time when the shaping of the
professional consultancy industry was way behind the
speed of social development, private practice provided a
more flexible platform to quickly test and concretely
realize ideas. | personally focused on three topics: urban
village redevelopment; the urban creative class; and
new towns development. These were all very popular
topics over the last decade. They are also very
Shenzhen, because they embody an image of rapid
urbanization, densification and post-industrialization.
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Given your long-lasting experience in working
with grassroots communities and developing
contexts both urban and rural in China, what
would you say are the major changes that
occurred over the past decade?

I’ve always argued that grassroots communities, no
matter urban or rural, are the most resilient cultural and
social ecosystems. And this has “not” changed, here a
few points about “why”: 1/ grassroots communities are
about “how”, not about “what” - a process of learning,
instead of a process of construction and deconstruction.
They survive in a know-how economy, which is very
flexible and capable of assimilating new components. 2/
They are about the collective, not avant-gardism - a
process of co-creation and co-evolution, rather than a
process of competition, redefinition and elimination. 3/
They are about exchange of trust, not exchange of

INTERVIEW - TAT LAM

capital - a process of neighbouring, instead of one of
legitimatization.

What has changed is more about how we perceive
grassroots communities. We used to believe in
modernity, corporatism and capitalism and take
grassroots communities as an anti-thesis. Because of
new technologies, new markets, new consumers, we
recognize and unlock the value of grassroots
communities by building open-source hardware
platforms through a know-how economy of makers, by
introducing very niche crowdfunding products and
business models, and by developing trust economy
databases for people to make better informed decisions.
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You have been tightly involved with the academic
world, starting from founding the China
Megacities Lab at Columbia University. Tell us a
bit more about your research there.

It used to be called China Lab and | co-founded it in
2007 at Columbia University when | was still a student
with Professor Jeffrey Johnson. The starting point was a
research proposal of Megablock Urbanism supported
than by the Graham Foundation. It formed my most
basic understanding of China’s urbanism, between
institutional and grassroots, between planned and
informality, between economic development and social
problems. This inspired my PhD at UCL where | studied
the social implementation of architectural interventions.
We developed a continuous series of workshop since
2007 with students from Columbia University.
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FAL EBERAR T B REAT IR =585 B2007F LU
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You are currently head of StudioX China - what
are its current research goals and focal area
of study?
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Impact Domain Expertise generation driven projects

Fundamentally | am looking into what is still relevant for
“today”, and move beyond the disciplinary boundaries
of architecture and urbanism. While | am still developing
the bigger framework, these are three parallel lines of
research: 1/ Urban regeneration. | believe the most
urgent issue is no longer how to build at the periphery of
the city, but the redevelopment of urban centers; 2/
Rural is the New Urban. This is a research line to explore
new possibilities in rural space, what is not working and
irrelevant; 3/ Urban Data Science. We are interested in
understanding how the underserved communities can
benefit from data science.

{E7StudioX ChinafJEESI 55 A, 1R B HikIERF B 54N
RMESREETA?
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What motivated you to start Shanzhai City (SC)?

I wish to go beyond consultancy, and actually work
on a longer value chain from capital to implementation.
Such platform does not exist yet, so | need to build one
from zero.
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Shanzhai City’s value proposition is to “solve
social inequality through building data literacy
and transparent trust economy” - why is this
urgent now?

Modernization and digitalization seem like solving
the problem of inequality by open-sourcing information
on internet platforms, so that everyone can access it for
better decisions. In the last five years, venture capitalists
brought everything online, in order to digitally disrupt
traditional analogue marketplaces and to monetize the
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entire internet space. Such rapid transformation, due to
the scalability of internet technology and capital market
advocacy, for sure brought convenience and value to a
group of people, but also created a big barrier for the
underserved communities who are not yet adept at
these technologies.

While studying grassroots communities, | discovered
a new form of exploitation was in place. Data literacy is
a problem equal to that of literacy 50 years ago, and
currently causes even more poverty and social
inequality, simply because people don’t know how to
download an APP. The urgency of this problem is
three-fold: 1. There is at least half of the Chinese
population lacking data literacy. 2. All so-called big data
analysis is highly biased because database and
intelligence only include people with data literacy. 3.
Huge amount of capital has been deployed to solve
social problems, but it’s ineffective due to lack of
infrastructure in developing contexts.
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SC is based in the PRD, any specific reason
why so?

SC has offices in Hong Kong, Shenzhen and San
Francisco. Impact measurement and impact strategy is

iEelEE

a very new concept in China. We wish to create a bridge
to China, from San Francisco where is the origin of
social capital, Hong Kong rich with sophisticated
philanthropy and impact investing institutes with
knowledge of mainland China, and Shenzhen, the most
active city in social entrepreneurship in the country.
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Impact Learning, the proprietary technology

you have developed with SC, connects data
science to social entrepreneurship, why would
purpose-driven organizations of the kind you are
addressing need such a tool?

Impact measurement is not an extra piece of work
for just monitoring and evaluation. Impact is a business
strategy. Purpose-driven organizations or enterprises
engaging with underserved communities need
transparency, therefore they can develop more sensitive
and effective investor-relationship or customer-
relationship. There is a big shift in mentality and
requirement from the capital side to our new market
now, asking for both financial and impact visibility, by
government, investor, and end-consumers. The entire
economy model in China shifts from old capitalism to
high capitalism.

However, the investment of creating data
infrastructure for developing regions is very high, if a
traditional technocratic mentality is applied. We
develop tools and services to build data literacy in
communities, solving the problem from the roots, for
better quality data and better intelligence to maximize
impact. Moreover, with our sensitive technology and
implementation program, there will be more buy-in,
more trust, and more synergy from the local
communities for all developments.
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Can you give us an example of the cases
Shanzhai City is currently working with?

We are working with a rural hospitality brand, called
Bivou, founded by a group of young entrepreneurs
believing in community and social value. In the last 7
years, they accumulated a big group of customers via
their hotel in Lijiang. We are helping them to create their
next brand, Bivou-X, an idea of developing sustainable
tourism and hospitality programs in the most socially
and environmentally extreme context, in order to use
tourism as a platform to solve a bigger problem. We
work with Bivou for their impact strategy, developing
impact data and metrics meaningful to their customers
and investors, developing new business model with them
for clients and fund raising. We aim to go beyond the
one-way data survey model, but create strategy to
co-create value among all stakeholders.
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Social innovation has become a bit of a buzzword
peppering corporate discourse as much as
governmental agendas trying to render citizens
participation more equitable and open in urban
management. What is your view on what is
happening in China from this perspective?

Social innovation is currently framed by venture
capitalists simply as a process of creating new products
and solving market pain points. However, we always
need to understand the consequence of social
innovation, instead of self-congratulating the innovation
itself. What | would like to ask is rather about who is
innovating? We have been hearing the few successful
stories of silicon valley elites. However, the key to really
solve the problem in China, in terms of poverty or social
inequality, is to allow everyone, including the farmers or
urban villagers, to innovate.
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What is the current landscape of social
entrepreneurship in China?

Social entrepreneurship in China is still at a very
premature stage. There is a huge force in society
concerned with social issues and there are a lot of
people with good heart and wish to be helpful. There is
indeed a lot of capital floating around wishing to create
big impact, but the ecosystem is quite disconnected.

Social entrepreneurship is not just about the
enterprise or the team of people wishing to do good.
However, the current focus is mainly on the enterprise
itself, impact measurement is mandatory and becomes
irrelevant to operation, also the capital market is lacking
expertise in converting social value to monetization
strategies.

In this big context, the landscape is very monolithic
in China. Only a few profitable social enterprises scale
up because they cannot connect to traditional capital
market and just a handful of foundations conservatively
invest in small social enterprises, due to uncertain
market positioning. But more interestingly, the space of
poverty market and social service outsourcing is
opening up, traditional corporations are handling social
issues with conventional business strategies. More and
more capital understands the next generation of
economic growth will be at the emerging ends of market.
Therefore, there are urgent needs of innovative business
strategies (in term of impact strategy) and need of
visibility (in terms of impact data) to lower
investment risk.
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Do you think that working with social and
cultural forms of resilience one could generate
a universal model or methodology to address
localized problems?

We NEED a scalable solution to create resilience.
Airbnb, Facebook and Uber are highly scalable, because
there is a community with consistent data literacy
behind it. With such platforms, people are able to
innovate and develop their own agency, because with
no doubt, the internet economy breaks down hegemony
by empowering the smallest scale of individual agency.

| argue scalability, or in your words the issue of a
universal model, comes back to data literacy, because it
becomes the lowest hanging fruit for people to pick. We
are just one step away from empowering slightly more
people, if we are able to consider the underserved
community, how they act, how they produce and how
they live. We do not need to worry about localized issues
once local farmers are empowered, because | believe in
grassroots intelligence more than PhD’s intelligence.
| believe in know-how, more than knowledge.
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Can you mention a couple of best case
practices/initiatives from around the world
that you believe have productively addressed
phenomena of resilience and work with local
communities?

Endless Computer from India is a model that | am
very interested in developing in China. It provides very
affordable computers to poverty market. | like the model
because the technology development is for the leanest
product. It very sensitively has created something
affordable for poverty users and thus enabled
opportunities around them. The end-to-end model,
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end-beneficiaries paying the bill for end-beneficiaries, is
something | encourage.

The second program is Kiva, a microfinance and
crowdfunding platform for developing regions. The key
for Kiva is that the repayment rate is more than 98 % (as
| remember] which is impressive. It is the starting point
for developing a trust economy. The goal is also creating
resilience, not by just providing resources or skills, but
building a trust economy infrastructure.
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What is your wish for the urban world of 2030?

| wish the concept of “urban” will be further broken
down. The consequences of the spatio-political duality
between city and village, and the socio-economic
duality between urban and rural, have caused further
and inevitable inequality in the last 2 decades of China’s
development. Internet technology and machine are
definitely not the saviours, but they are useful tools to
augment intelligence for individuals with good wishes. |
wish by 2030, the trust economy will be finally
outreaching to the currently underserved classes and
that development will be more inclusive.
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—— Superpedestrian - the bike

for smart people

“People are smart and can adapt to technology, but good
technology should be smart enough to adapt to people,” says
Assaf Biderman, the Danish founder and CEO of Superpedes-
trian. The company which launched its Human-Enhancing
Technology in April 2017, is an MIT spinoff that started opera-
tions in 2013 developing the Copenhagen Wheel. This mobility
system enclosed in a single wheel can be attached to any bike
and in turn transform it into an enhanced urban vehicle. The
technology that is now made available to anyone for purchase
via the company’s website in a slick red and white disk (and
also comes in a version with its own bike), integrates human
pedalling to electronic propulsion, optimizing riders’ perfor-
mances in response to the environment they cycle through.
When braking, the Wheel captures energy and recharges the
battery. Riders can choose how much boost they receive
through ride modes available in the Wheel smartphone app:
from super-fast Turbo to works-against-you Exercise. The phone
is also used as a key to enable or disable a rider’s bike. The new
Copenhagen Wheel also includes a self-diagnostic system that
ensures safety and reliability.

www.superpedestrian .com

— Superpedestrian
ERBA NEERIB1TE

F1Z SuperpedestrianfBIIE AR E B HIT
BERFEX - LhEE R ARIZEE, AT LUSREA,
BIF AR ZE BIRPALUSE A .~ X K 72017
FAREE AL BRANRFZMEETFR

— Bits x Bites: New accelerator
to shake-up China’s food system

Bits x Bites is a new accelerator venture capital fund in China.
By investing across the value chain from seed to table, it seeks
to foster an ecosystem of purpose-and-profit companies to
create a more sustainable food future. It focuses to give food
tech start-ups the capital, community and coaching needed to
thrive and achieve rapid growth.

“There is tremendous worldwide momentum to solve the pres-
sing food system problems, from food security and safety to the
environmental impact of food production. In this global mission
that will take many different forms of solutions and collabo-
ration, we believe food tech start-ups in China can play a big
role and bring disruptive solutions,” said Matilda Ho, Bits x Bites
founder who is a serial food entrepreneur and former business
designer and consultant with IDEO and The Boston Consulting
Group.

Bits x Bites has identified four key investment areas: agriculture,
food production, distribution and retail, as well as learning and
sharing. It has engaged an expert community that lends deep
industry access across the supply chain as well as business
and domain expertise. Over its 120-day program, start-ups are
coached towards product-market fit, using design thinking and
lean start-up methodologies to build companies from zero to
one.

www.bitsxbites .com
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www.superpedestrian.com
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— Google Sidewalklabs: rethinking
cities from the internet up

“New technologies, led by ubiquitous connectivity, can help
cities tackle their biggest challenges.” This is the claim of
Sidewalk Labs, a Google spin-off company that aims at taking
the conglomerate’s knowledge universe down to the real-world
of districts and communities to test how truly digital and urban
innovation can go hand in hand.

Started in 2015 Sidewalk is a smart city incubator program
that aims at building district-sized pilots, sort of cities-within-
cities, to tackle urgent urban issues ranging from commuting
times, healthcare delivery and housing affordability by
developing unprecedented technologically aided solutions, so
with the aim of implementing real-life projects in a future
archipelago of distributed hubs across different cities and
regions. Urbanists and technologists at Sidewalk work under for
sub-labs, focusing research and data mining around Build
(exploring new approaches to the construction of cheaper and
more flexible buildings), Care (on health challenges faced by
low-income city residents), Manage (to deliver better tools and
services and improve city efficiency) and Model (explore tools
that help communities build consensus on affordability,
sustainability, and transportation needs).
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The blog section of the website is rich in contributions by a
variety of experts and engaged stakeholders providing timely
insights around issues covering mobility, urban data,
community services, building and land use, among others.

In October 2016 the company announced that it was joining
forces with national advocacy group Transportation For
America (T4A) to help 16 cities better prepare themselves for
innovations like self-driving cars and ride-sharing apps, as well
as share information with each other to find out what works
and what doesn’t. In May 2017 the Labs applied to co-develop a
piece of land in downtown Toronto. The call for proposal by
Waterfront Toronto, an organization formed by the federal,
provincial, and municipal governments, aims in fact to “create
vibrant, connected, climate positive, resilient and prosperous
communities” in a 12-acre plot of land that spans from Lake
Shore Boulevard to the water. This could be the first attempt at
implementing a large-scale urban program as the Labs has in
its own goals.

See what Rohit T. Aggarwala, Sidewalks’s chief policy
officer, had to say about the role of Habitat Ill conference for
the future of tech cities at their blog www.sidewalklabs.com/
blog/habitat-iii-can-set-the-urban-tech-vision-for-years-to-
come/.

Read more on : www.sidewalklabs .com/blog

How the L train
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— Rebuilding Community -
One stool at a time
The Ishinomaki Laboratory

Ishinomaki is a small town on the northeast cost of Japan,
with a population of 147, 000 it was one of the hardest hit by the
2011 great japan earthquake, a natural catastrophe that left it
decimated, its infrastructure and local businesses swept away.
The Ishinomaki Laboratory was a response to the wreckage
brought about by the tsunami, an act of solidarity initiated by
architect Keiji Ashizawa who had just completed a restaurant
renovation a few months before the tragedy.

Inspired by an ethos of simplicity and social sentiment, the
laboratory originally started as a workshop-led program
helping local residents to rebuild their houses and shops with
modest means, easily found materials and uncomplicated
techniques. The activities quickly became conduit towards the
rehabilitation of a sense of security, self-sufficiency and
reciprocity among the community, thus motivating Ashizawa
and a few local partners, including some restaurant owners, to
turn the venture into a long-term project that would celebrate
its DIY spirit as an inspirational methodology beyond the
confines of Ishinomaky city.

During the early stages, the Laboratory started creating
also a few furniture pieces that could be easily created by
locals to refurbish their spaces, a bench - used for an outdoor
cinema, and a stool, which gave Ashizawa the idea to eventual-
ly establish the formal brand Ishinomaki Kobe. With the help of
Herman Miller who is currently selling upscaled versions of the
stool in its NY flagship store, and an initial substantial donation
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by the Western Red Cedar Lamber Association in Japan, the
Lab has turned itself into a successful commercial venture that
keeps operating from Ishinomaki while helping to revive the
ecology of small businesses that once were there. After more
than five years, The Lab has eventually moved into larger
facilities and continues producing according to its original
minimalistic identity in both style and pricing. A café, showroom
and shop have been added where products can be seen and
tested while objects from bags and aprons to tableware
created locally are also on sale.

Woodwork and lack of technical frivolity remain a mainstay
of the brand, workshops for kids and adults keep being held
regularly on site while international operations expanded. The
Lab has to date held activities in similarly challenged cities in
South East Asia like in Thailand and the Philippines, and
collaborated with schools like the Tohoku University of Arts and
Design for the realization of a DYI Kit Program which initiates
young students to the art of DIY and woodwork for the creation
of simple objects like birdhouses, stools and bookstands.

The catalogue of Ishinomaki Kobe now lists renown desi-
gners such as Torafu Architects and Tomoko Azumi who contri-
buted early pieces, while others include Tomas Alonso, Fabien
Cappello and Ayse Birsel. Often linked to the personal networks
of its founders, the creators that collaborate with Ishinomaki
Lab are called upon its founding mission, to keep the design
relevant, durable and useful. The success of this approach had
mobilized large numbers of young Japanese people to contri-
bute to the cause - it is an ingenious model and an inspiring
example for any business that places an interest in its larger
social impact.

All images courtesy of Ishinomaki Laboratory.
www.ishinomaki-lab.org
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Creativity, Transforming Our World

BIE, EFERKNIHST

International Center for Creativity and Sustainable
Development under the Auspices of UNESCO (Category 2)

KEEHRXAREFRE S AR RRD

The resolution of Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development was adopted by the General Assembly of UN on September 25
2015. This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It is
integrated and indivisible and balances the three dimensions of sustainable
development: the economic, social and environmental. The Goals and
targets will stimulate action over the next 15 years in areas of critical
importance for humanity and the planet.

UNESCO and UNDP released “Creative Economy Report 2013 Special
Edition: Widening Local Development Pathways” in 2013. This report
demonstrated that Creativity can be both an enabler and a driver for
sustainable and inclusive growth, social cohesion, well-being, gender
equality, environmental sustainability, and human-centered urbanization.

The International Center for Creativity and Sustainable Development (ICCSD)
is designated as a Center under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2) in
Beijing, People’s Republic of China by the General Conference of UNESCO

at its 38th session in November 2015. In 2017, the People’s Government of
Beijing Municipality signed the agreement with UNESCO. ICCSD becomes
the world's first UNESCO Category 2 center with the theme of "creativity and
sustainable development". With the support and guidance of UNESCO, the
Center intends to build the world’s high-level international platform that
aims at creativity and sustainable development, and includes the functions
of research, training, cooperation, communication and demonstration

etc. The Center shall become a first-class think-tank gathering talents
throughout the world, building a global renowned “laboratory of
thoughts” with a focus on creativity and innovation. It shall promote
cultural exchanges and cooperation, disseminate and support Chinese
enterprises, technology and culture.
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On September 26, 2017,
Creativity 2030 Summit was
successfully held in Beijing,
China. Representatives were
from 17 cities in more than

10 countries, including the
United States, Israel, Finland,
Brazil, Canada and Australia.
They attended the summit
and presented their thoughts
and practical experience

on how creativity can
promote sustainable urban
development.
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United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organization
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The People's Government of
Beijing Municipality of People’s
Republic of China
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The first Advisory Committee of the Center was
established on April 2019. The committee includes
about 30 members from 14 countries who come from
international organizations, research institutes, social
organizations and private companies. They are experts
in creative economy, urban development, industrial
planning, artificial intelligence, network technology,

The Center shall be guided and
overseen by a Governing Board renewed
IHES periodically. UNESCO will provide
Governing Board assistance to the Center in accordance
with its strategic goals and objectives.
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The Governing Board will include
representatives from UNESCO, relevant
government ministries and agencies in
China and member states of UNESCO.
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An international Advisory Committee

will provide professional consultancy

to the center, which will be composed

of famous experts and industry leaders
from culture, S&T, economy, education,
sociology and international relations etc.
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To carry out
interdisciplinary
researches,
analyses and
reports regarding
creative economy,
cultural and
creative industries
and creative

cities related

to sustainable
development, which
can contribute to
national and local
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To develop
communication
platforms
(publications,
website and social
media, etc) in
order to promote
creativity, cultural
and creative
expressions

and sustainable
development.
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To carry out education
and training in
different ways such as
online and practical
training courses for
entrepreneurship,
smalll and micro
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To undertake pilot
operational projects
such as capacity-
building, policy
development, etc.,
in order to put
research findings
into practice.
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To seek cooperation
among culture

and sustainable
development,
creative industry
and creative city
network, and to set
up global creative
cooperation
network.
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women and youth in
developing countries.
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Sustainable Cities
and Communities

Creat

United Nations - International Center
Educational, Scientificand . for Creativity and
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www.unesco-iccsd.com
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